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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

The Interdisciplinary Center (IDC) Herzliya pays tribute to

DAPHNA CRAMER

Daphna Cramer was born in Tel Aviv to a Scottish-born father and a third generation-
Isracli mother. Her mother owned and managed a thriving Tel Aviv beauty salon. Cramer
studied at Tel Nordau Elementary School and at Herzliya Hebrew Gymnasium High
School in Tel Aviv. Before joining the IDE she travelled to the United States as the winner
of the “Miss Jerusalem” contest to help raise funds for Israel; this was the first of many
Zionist philanthropic activities that Cramer would take on throughout her life. While in
the military, she served in the air force, married and gave birth to a daughter and a son.

In 1984, she met her second husband, Gerry (Gerald) Cramer, one of the founders of
the investment advisory firm Cramer Rosenthal McGlynn, LLC. Together, they divided
their lives between New York and Israel.

Daphna serves on the Board of Directors of the Chaim Sheba Medical Center at Tel
Hashomer and is involved in volunteer work for various cultural institutions in New York
City, where she lives.

On one of the couple’s visits to Israel, they met Prof. Uriel Reichman, who told them
about the establishment of the first private Israeli university. The Cramers immediately
connected to the idea, vision, and initiative of IDC Herzliya. Years later, Daphna said that
once they got to know IDC’s impressive faculty, the two decided that they wanted to become
involved and support the institution. Since then, the Cramers have been an integral part
of IDC Herzliya; their commitment, contribution, and initiative have been a mainstay of
the institution’s development.

The Cramers, who served on the Board of Trustees of Syracuse University in New
York, conceived and initiated a connection between the schools of government of the two
academic institutions. This fruitful relationship, which continues to this day, has produced
extraordinary initiatives and collaborations, first and foremost a student exchange program;
this program gives Isracli students the opportunity to live in the United States and experience
American academic life at the Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs, one of
the best schools of government in the country, and brings Syracuse students to Israel to
experience all that it has to offer and expose them to the unique academic setting of IDC
Herzliya’s Lauder School of Government, Diplomacy & Strategy.

Moreover, the Cramer Scholarship is awarded annually to IDC Herzliya students
who, in addition to their academic achievements, have demonstrated outstanding social
commitment. Each year, all of the students who have made the Dean’s List of their respective
schools are interviewed by a committee that ultimately selects three recipients for the
scholarship. Recipients over the years have attested as to the ways in which the scholarship
has influenced them even after graduation; it is not surprising that most of them continue
to engage in community involvement, social action and political activity long into their
professional lives.

The Cramers have also chosen to contribute to the establishment of IDC Herzliya’s
dormitories and in recognition of this generosity, one of the buildings will be named after them.

In recognition of her exceptional volunteer spirit, her promotion of the values of
Zionism, entrepreneurship, excellence and leadership, her continuous and visionary
philanthropic endeavors that foster true social change, and her unique contribution
to IDC Herzliya, Daphna Cramer is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President and Founder

June 7th, 2018
Herzliya, Isracl
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