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"In the Middle Ages, authority was either directly divine (the authority
of God) or divinely inspired (the authority of the crown, by the Grace of
God). In the secularized Renaissance and Post—Renaissance worlds, the
seat of authority passed on to the state, and to its coercive agent, the Law.
The authority of the state however, cannot remain intact if successfully

assaulted by the rise of contract."?
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"The Russian model of a complete subjugation of individual persons to
the overriding will of a person or institution of authority did not originate
in Russia. It was prevalent throughout Western Europe for the most of its
medieval history. Medieval sovereigns reigned supreme. Seigniorial rights
could not be fruitfully disputed. The individual was born into her station
in life, from which all departures were not tolerated. The world was well
structured. As the individual has not yet discovered herself, she had no
right to assert her desires, to claim recognition, or to modify the world in
recognition of her own personal aspirations. But this robust hierarchical
structure started to give way in the late Middle Ages; it was seriously
breached during the Renaissance; and it was completely demolished in the
age of modern constitutionalism."*
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"In public law and in politics, the blending of voices generates a
constitutional order. In private law, it makes room for contract. In art, it
ushers in a sense of proportion. In the art of architecture, it balances space

against space, line against line, wall against window.""*
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