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The Role of the Hi-Tech Industry:
From Education to Practice




Students today depend too much upon ink.
‘ ‘ They don't know how to use a pen knife to

sharpen a pencil. Pen and ink will never
replace the pencil.

National Association of Teachers
Journal, 1907




Students today depend on these expensive
‘ ‘ fountain pens. They can no longer write with a
straight pen and nib. We parents must not allow
them to wallow in such luxury to the detriment
of learning how to cope in the real business
world which is not so extravagant.

PTA Gazette, 1941



Our Students - Who are They?

Most have never known a world without:
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Today’'s Student

e The average teen has been online for nearly 5 years and
spends over 9 hours per week online

= Send and receive email (84%)*

= Surf just for fun on the internet (66%)*

= Do research for school (64%)*

= Visit social networking sites (49%)*

= Have over 100 contacts In their buddy lists

e The fastest growing segment of computer users today 5—
[/ year olds

e |n Israel: 88% of the households have at least one
computer**

* Alloy College Explorer (2006)
** Survey by Dr. Yair Amihai-Hamburger and Dr. Tali Froind (2008)



Our Students are Ready. Are \We?

Traditional Learning 215t Century Learning



The Opportunity for Technology
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A New Assessment Model

. ONDON — Jan. 13, 2009 —At the
_earning and Technology World Forum in
_ondon, Cisco Systems Inc., Intel
Corporation and Microsoft Corp. unveiled
plans to undenwrite a multi-sector research
project to develep new assessment
approaches, methods and technologies for
measuring the success of 21st-century
teaching and learning in classrooms
around the world




Live@edu

Microsoft Live@edu is being used by more than
schools in more than

B Exchange Labs
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DreamSpark

e A program for students providing professional Microsoft
developer, designer and database software at no charge!

e At least 5000 licenses to be donated in Israel (~$10M)

¢ Downloads available from a new local website through a
verification; Process

o Goal: Better perception & usage of MS platform by students
e 200 downloads in Israel so far

- Microsoft DreamSpar’k' & ®
Microsoft X 0 . * R
DreamSpark




Takeaways

e |srael’'s most important national resource Is
our people and their skills. This resource Is
being threatened.

e [echnoelegy effers multiple and more
productive models for students to learn and
excel

e Microsoft, and the hi-tech industry, can
help propel the education in Israel to the
215t century
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