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"If specialized and generalist courts distribute
benefits and burdens very differently, then policy-
makers should identify and evaluate these
differences..."]
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Is Judicial Specialization Important? Specialization
and Case Load in the District Courts

Neta Nadiv

The judicial system is overloaded. This article suggests that judicial specialization,
in the sense of a focus on a particular legal field, will help reduce courts' caseload by
managing judicial human capital and shortening the duration of the judicial
proceedings. The study seeks to examine the question of judicial specialization
through the example of insolvency cases heard in the district courts. The proposed
examination of the contribution of judicial specialization in insolvency proceedings of
individuals is important and current and has the potential to contribute to the
examination of the new Israeli insolvency law. The Insolvency and Economic
Rehabilitation Law, 2018, seeks to deal with the judicial caseload in insolvency cases
in terms of length of the proceedings and the substantive authority to hear them, after
the legislature explicitly states the need for procedural relief in those cases.
Insolvency cases are suitable for examining the question of judicial specialization,
especially since specialized insolvency courts have been established in other
countries.

This study is based on two databases set up specifically for this purpose. These
databases cover in detail the judicial specialization and the manner of judges
diversified, as well as the case duration and the manner in which insolvency cases are
closed. The question that will be examined is whether the establishment of a separate
court for insolvency proceedings of individuals can be a solution that will shorten the
duration of the proceedings and reduce caseload.
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