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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
June 2, 2014

Disciplinary File No 10/2014
In the Matter of Student: A — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

. This file involves a disciplinary complaint filed against a Student at the Interdisciplinary

Center (hereinafter: "the Student") accusing him of infracting clauses 2(a), 2(k), 2(1), 2(s) of
the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the
Disciplinary Regulations"). The Student has been accused of expressing himself in a manner
that was hurtful and insolent towards the instructor of a course (hereinafter: "the Instructor");
however this is not the appropriate time to present the details.

On May 29, 2014 a hearing was held regarding this file with the participation of the Honorable
Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, Committee Coordinator Ms. Shir Peer, a
Representative of the Student Union and the undersigned. Furthermore, the testimony of the
Instructor was heard during the hearing.

Very briefly, during a debate between the accused student and the Instructor, concerning the
grade on an academic assignment, the Student expressed himself towards the Instructor (in an
SMS) in a rude and hurtful manner. Even before the hearing began, in the letter the Student
sent in response to the accusations against him, he expressed sorrow and regret for the
expressions he used. Also during the hearing the Student took responsibility for his actions and
expressed his sincere regret. According to the Student the SMS was sent while he was furious
and there is no mistake that he should have avoided expressing himself a the hurtful and
audacious manner which was disrespectful towards the Instructor.

In light of the Student's admission I am convicting him of the offenses of which he has been
accused as detailed in paragraph 1 above.

4.

During the arguments for punishment the accused Student briefly presented details about his
personal life and noted that he made Aliyah on his own, volunteered in a combat unit as a lone
soldier and specifically he is living on his own in Israel without any relatives from his country
of origin. The Complainant noted that despite the Student's blatant expressions, the fact that he
took responsibility and expressed sincere regret along with his personal circumstances
constitute conditions for leniency. Therefore she asked to impose punishment of only
community service. [ also was impressed by the Student's sincere regret and his apology. It is
apparent that he has internalized his actions and thus he will not repeat them. Furthermore, this
case involves a student with special personal circumstances which should be taken into
account.

In conclusion I will state that there is no doubt that the Student's expressions were blatant, rude
and should not have been expressed in the first place. Even if the Student has legitimate claims
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regarding the manner in which an assignment was checked and/or mistakes made by the
Instructor during a course, there is no justification for unprincipled expressions, where some of
the expressions are personally against the Instructor and have nothing to do whatsoever with
the debate at hand. It is important to note that no fault whatsoever was found in the way the
Instructor acted in connection to the accused student.

6. In light of the above, I have decided to impose the following punishment on the Student

a. 20 hours of community service in the framework of the volunteer program at the Dean of
Student's Office. The Student shall not receive any document or certificate testifying to the
completion of his requirements for his degree before he has completed the said service.

b. Write a Letter of Apology to the Lecturer.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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