
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Press Release 2016 

 

President Reuven Rivlin: “A Jewish and democratic state, 
democratic and Jewish is one in the same” 

Israel’s President, Reuven Rivlin, opened his keynote address at the 16th annual Herzliya Conference discussing 
the joint initiative with the Institute of Policy & Strategy (IPS) “Shared Israeli Hope”. “The transition of Israeli 
society from one made up of a clear majority and minorities into a society made up of four main sectors or 
tribes, which are becoming more and more equal in size: secular, Modern Orthodox, ultra-Orthodox and Arab. 
We must speak the truth; this is not something that we expected.” He said that many had called him a post-
Zionist following his previous address and questioned, “Is anyone who discusses the issues of Israeli identity, 
post-Zionist?” He explained that Israel was “Four tribes, four competing, different stories, about who we are, 
and what we want to be.” He noted that “the headline of the conference should have been, ‘Israeli hope: to 
be or not to be.’” He said that “a year ago there were those that interpreted my words as yet another typical, 
joyful presidential call… but first and foremost, my words were intended to serve as a call to wake up to the 
gaps and inadequacies between the reality of Israeli society and the system of Israeli institutions.” Looking 
ahead he said, “We are obliged to strive for institutional and systematic changes which must be conducted as 
national effort… we must recognize that there are material and structural barriers to forming shared rules of 
the game for the different sectors… The creation of a shared Israeli identity and a shared Israeli hope is a 
mighty and noble process which will take a generation.” 

One of the main engines for change that he discussed was that of academia and employment. “Academia and 
the Israeli labor market will become an engine of real change, only when academic institutions and employers 
view the establishment of the Israeli dream – for a young man from Ofakim, a young woman from Bnei Brak, 
a young man from Jatt and a young woman from Binyamin – as a national mission of paramount professional 
and economic interests… Academia and the labor market today cater mainly to two tribes, but there are two 
more.”  

He noted that if Israeli society were willing to embrace the necessary changes, the State of Israel would 
serve as a model for others, “A Jewish and democratic state; democratic and Jewish is one in the same.” 

Following the president’s keynote address, senior ministers and political party leaders were given the 
opportunity to respond.  

MK Naftali Bennett, Minister of Education and Minister of Diaspora Affairs; Chairman, “Habayit Hayehudi” 
party, began his address by taking the audience on a journey back 3000 years, “We are in a sovereign state. A 
Jewish State under the rule of King David with great economic and political power.” He traced Jewish history 
through the periods, explaining how Jews in the Diaspora lived in survival mode, “Zionism was based on 
survival and security.” He noted that now, back in the Jewish homeland; Jews no longer needed to be afraid 
and could “break into a new creativity without being afraid” adding that the new generation of Zionism needed 
to be based on “destiny.” He stressed that Judaism was a religion focused on contending “with the reality of 
the world and bringing values into it.” Directing his address to his role as minister of education, Bennett said, 



“I am the minister of education of all children in Israel… they are all my children and they are equal regardless 
of their color, religion, politics or anything else. We express this with an intensity unlike anything else in Israel.” 
He also noted how they had adjusted budget allocations to ensure that adequate funds were appropriated to 
areas in need “we take from the strong and give to the week… when I took on my position… per capita more 
funds were invested in wealthier areas.” 

MK Aryeh Machluf Deri, Minister of the Interior and Minister of Development of the Negev and Galilee; 
Chairman, Shas Party, “It was never the dream that one should get rid of the other.” He stressed that the Arab 
citizens “truly want to integrate within us and be a part and parcel with us… We need to show them that we 
respect their culture, heritage and history… We have no desire to mix cultures but rather to live together in 
one state” with full equality and egalitarian rights. “There are steps, even as painful as they may be, where we 
will take from the strong… and give to the smaller ones.” He added that any “discourse of hatred” needed to 
immediately be stopped. To a round of applause he stated, “In our state it is prohibited that we should accept 
any racism or discourse of racism.” 

MK Ayman Odeh, Head of the Joint Arab List, opened his address noting all the ideals and values that he shares 
with the president, “Bringing the various populations closer to one another. Advancing the general welfare of 
all citizens. Building shared citizenship.” But added that there are “important things that we cannot ignore… 
The basic thing that guides me in politics is my deep internal conviction that the guiding interests of both 
people are equal. Everyone wants the blessing of life.” He put specific focus on the principles of nationalism. 
“What does it mean to be a citizen? What does it mean to be a national? We want complete equality on the 
national level and the civil social level.” He said that it was impossible to only talk about the economy and 
citizenship without nationalism. He also noted how he was always steered to discuss the future rather than 
the past, “We have a deep pain. In the heart of every Arab. The injustices of the past. And it hurts me so much 
when I hear narratives of 3000, 4000 years and I am told not to talk about the narratives of 60 years but to 
look into the future.” He focused specific attention on the subjects of unrecognized villages and said that it 
would not hurt anyone for the state to “state recognizes the terrible massacre of Kafir Qasim and the massive 
injustices and confiscation of land.” He stated that their stance was two states for two people, side by side 
with complete equality for both but “crimes occurred and we have to talk about that… There are citizens of 
the State of Israel who are not allowed to return to their land… Will it harm one Jewish person…. If people of 
Mahalul are returned to Mahalul… To build 80 villages... Will it harm one Jewish person?... We need to talk 
about civil and national rights for Arabs in Israel and it doesn’t have to harm anyone. The opposite. That is 
what will heal these two people.” 

MK Zahava Galon, Chairman, “Meretz” – Israel’s Left, said that the “elephant in the room” was that the 
Palestinians do not have their own state and we are “50 years into the occupation of the territories.” She said 
that no discussion could take place regarding the demographic question without talking about occupying this 
nation and controlling their lives. 

Taking on the judicial perspective of “Shared Israeli Hope”, Chief Justice Miriam Naor, president of the 
Supreme Court, noted that “Our image as a democratic society requires a balance between the individual 
and society.” She said that the legal system plays a role in advancing Israeli partnerships and creating 
boundaries. “Discrimination undermines social solidarity. The courts are responsible for eradicating 
discrimination.” 

For live broadcasts, updates and VOD of the Conference, please log onto: www.herzliyaconference.org/eng 

Follow us on Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/HerzliyaConference 

  

http://www.herzliyaconference.org/eng
https://www.facebook.com/HerzliyaConference


Maj. Gen. Herzi Halevi, Chief of the IDF Military Intelligence 
Directorate, at 2016 Herzliya Conference : 

Maj. Gen. Herzi Halevi, Chief of the IDF Military Intelligence Directorate, at 2016 Herzliya 
Conference: "If our enemies would know our military capabilities they would spare 
themselves additional conflict". 

"Syrian industries have resumed the production of weaponry for Hezbollah, and neither the 
world or Israel should accept it" 

At a session entitled " Israel in a Turbulent Middle East: Strategic Review & Intelligence Assessment?" held 
today at the 2016 Herzliya Conference Maj. Gen. Herzi Halevi, Chief of the IDF Military Intelligence 
Directorate warned Israel's opponents against initiating a conflict, and discussed Israel's challenges and 
opportunities in today's middle east . 

"I would like to describe the rules of the game in the Middle East," said Halevi. "There are a lot of people who 
live in the Middle East with no electricity. Looking at the GDP per capita or unemployment rates it is 
noticeable that very big gaps have formed between us and our neighbors. It should not make us happy - A 
poor Middle East is a hotbed for terrorist organizations". 

"The Game board in the Middle East has changed," he added. "Instead of few states, there are now many 
players. The transition from nation states to organizations is very significant. There are no good and bad guys, 
and players on the field change their identities". 

Halevi continued to discuss the new ways in which conflicts and wars a formed in the Middle East, in what he 
calls 'dynamics of escalation'. "We live in an era in which it is most likely for wars to begin even though 
neither side is interested in it ". 

Regarding Iran, Halevi said: "The nuclear agreement was a great achievement to Iran, allowing them to be 
accepted among the world's nations and we believe they will honor it for the first few years. In the same 
time, Iran is investing great efforts against Israel. Iran is supporting the three main threats on Israel: Hammas, 
Hezbollah, and Islamic Jihad – in fact, they support 60% of it. It is a Shiite nation giving money to Sunni  

Then, Halevi continued to discuss Israel northern border, discussing Lebanon & Hezbollah: "We have no 
offensive intentions in Lebanon. We do not want a war but we're ready for one more than ever. No army 
have had more intelligence on their enemies as we do about Hezbollah today". 

"The next conflict will not be easy. Hezbollah is suffering heavy casualties in Syria but also experiences 
significant achievements, and in this process they learn a lot and gain access to new means of combat.", said 
Halevi. "Iran is sending weaponry to Hezbollah – some of it gets so Syria, but some of it stays in Lebanon. 
Syrian industries have resumed the production of weaponry for Hezbollah, and neither the world or Israel 
should accept it – it could escalate the next conflict". 

I am sure that had Nasrallah or either of our enemies would know our military capabilities they wouldn't risk 
additional conflict.", Halevi concluded . 

 

  

 

  

 

  



MK Yair Lapid: “We have problems of the 21st century; 
we need solutions for the 21st century, with the leaders 
of the 21st century ”. 
Chairman of Yesh Atid party shares his vision for Israel’s future during his keynote 
address at the 16th annual Herzliya Conference 

 “ In recent years Israel has no such vision. All we have is crises and responses… we have lost the ability to 
create our own overarching strategy and to follow it,” said MK Yair Lapid, Chairman of “Yesh Atid” Party in his 
keynote address on the second day of the 16th Annual Herzliya Conference. “We can’t sit around since 1996 
and wait around while time passes by... We have problems of the 21st century; we need solutions for the 
21st century, with the leaders of the 21st century”. 

He questioned, “Who is taking care of our future… Does our government remember that that is its job 
description”? 

 “ That’s why I’m running for prime minister,” said Lapid, “I want Israel to be what it was in the past. To be the 
kind of country it was in the past… established on the concept that everything is possible.” He said that it was 
essential to look ahead and define “where we want to be in 5 years from now in the international, social and 
security arenas”. 

Talking about the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, he said, “3.5 million Palestinians are an issue and we need to 
have them out of our lives” and that with no form of current leadership we are leaving the issue for future 
generations “and I am not about to make that happen”. 

Defining what he viewed as Israel’s obstacles to progress, Lapid said, “It’s politics. Israeli politics is corrupt… 
This is the really the ugly face of Israel… Everything that is inefficient… The politics are why we have stopped 
making progress.” He said that a very simple contract existed between the citizens and the country where 
the citizens worked hard, paid taxes and abided by the laws while the state was responsible for protecting 
those citizens financially, socially and securely. “The citizens are doing their part but the state is not and they 
are breaking this contract day in and day out” and “when there is no trust between the citizens and state, our 
entire future is at stake… Honesty is powerful. Values are strength, cunning and vulgar divide us. And 
generosity and friendship and love are the most powerful forces in the universe”. 

Lapid went on to list his seven points for progress and power for the future of Israel. 

1 )The need to design a security plan based not only on hiding behind fences but “with a fist that is active and 
can push away aggression… all while maintaining the law and international legitimacy of the State of Israel”. 

2 )The regional process aimed “to remove the Palestinians from our lives and to create internationally 
recognized boundaries and a final State of Israel.” He noted, “we are not looking for a marriage but a 
divorce” – a demilitarized Palestinian State alongside Israel with Jerusalem as Israel’s eternal capital. 

3 )The promotion of strategic partnerships with key allies, particularly the US, while also promoting dialogue 
with Russia, China and the EU, as well as moderate Arab states and upgrading the dialogue with NATO to lay 
the groundwork for the future. On this point he also stressed the need to strengthen relationships with 
Jewish communities in the diaspora with dignity, respect and recognition of all streams of Judaism. 

4 )To clean up the Israeli political system including abolishing coalition funds and being harder on corruption. 

5 )To invest in enhancing the law enforcement chain to create a system that is “efficient and unbiased”. 

6 )The creation of export-based growth “that will allow stability in the economy”. 

7 )To significantly increase Israel’s investment in education and science. 

“These points should be projected on the wall in every government office”, he said. “The entire public service 
must be on board with this vision”. 



He said that Israel needed polite discourse without disrespect and vulgarity. “At the moment nobody knows 
where he’s going so everyone goes his own way,” he said. “It’s time for us to have a clear vision, one that 
marks our social boundaries”. 

Concluding he stressed again, “Israel is not currently run properly… The old politics do not work… we need to 
bring in the best people and give them clear goals to work with” in order for Israel to create its “future and 
not wait for it”. 

 

Amb. Dore Gold: Israel Building Ties with Asia, Africa and 
the Sunni-Arab World  
16th Annual Herzliya Conference Continues through June 15 and 16, 2016. 

 “ It is no secret that there is strategic convergence between Israel and the Sunni-Arab countries,” said Amb. 
Dore Gold, Director General, Ministry of Foreign Affairs  while opening the panel on “Towards A Middle East 
Cold War or Hot War? Iran vs. Regional Alliances and Coalitions” on the second day of the 16th annual 
Herzliya Conference . 

Focusing his address on Israel’s strategic relationships, Gold noted “Israel is moving in several areas that are 
important and worth mentioning for those who are still uncertain whether we have a foreign policy.… "We 
are trying and we are effectively building a new policy towards the global community.” He shared that “what 
you see virtually every day in the Prime Minister’s office is a foreign minister from another country meeting 
ours  ”. 

In addition to having the United States as a key ally, Gold noted that Israel was working on building extensive 
ties with Asia, with a number of agreements having been signed. In addition, while he said that for many 
years Israeli officials had not visited Africa, Rabin having been the last prime minister to have visited in the 
90s, “next month Netanyahu will visit four different African countries”. 

Gold noted that during a certain bilateral visit with a Middle Eastern counterpart, they had found that their 
talking points for their meeting were almost identical, with the Palestinian issue close to the bottom of the 
list of issues. “I’m not trying to play football with the Palestinian issue but in fact, on both papers, the 
Palestinian issue was not the number one issue. It was pretty close to the bottom.” That doesn't mean we do 
not try and find a breakthrough. "But, we have to realize that isn't any more the currency in which you build 
ties in much of the Arab World, the Sunni World… 20-30 years ago everyone said to solve the Palestinian 
issue and you will have peace with the Arab World. And, increasingly we are becoming convinced it is the 
exact opposite. It is a different order we have to create ". 

Strategically, he said, "we hope that we will be able to use the new relations in the Arab world, combined 
with many of our new relations in Asia and Africa, to build better relations for us and even our Palestinian 
neighbors ." 

A message to today’s reporters, he noted how everybody loves to see reporters, walking in Arab capitals 
where Israelis have never ventured beforebut “we have to be careful with our neighbors. They have 
sensitivities. They may not like this story. So instead of running to tell the story, sometimes we have to build 
relationships quietly without publishing them”. 

He said that as a result of the above, people would ask why the government is doing nothing and everything 
is frozen but in fact “there is a lot of hot water flowing beneath that ice”. 

 

  



Former Governor Mike Huckabee: “America is looking into 
the mirror and sees Israel ” 
Huckabee defends US-Israel ties at the 16th annual Herzliya Conference  

“Every friend of Israel is a friend of the United States and every enemy of Israel is an Enemy of the United 
States,” said Governor Michael "Mike" Dale Huckabee, 44th Governor of Arkansas; Former U.S. Presidential 
Candidate said on the second day of the 16th annual Herzliya Conference. “America is looking into the mirror 
and sees Israel”. 

Huckabee immediately noted that the greatest common foe facing the two countries and the free world was 
“radical Islamic ideology that takes us back to the 7th century.” He repeated, “We have a common enemy 
and that enemy is radical Islam that wishes to destroy civilization itself and wishes to turn the clock back to 
centuries ago”. 

Mentioning the tragic acts of terror both in Tel Aviv and Orlando over the past week, Huckabee said that the 
argument about whether the Orlando shooting was a terror attack or hate crime are “ridiculous. All terror is 
based on hate.” He said that he feared that sometimes people were afraid “to call out the common enemy of 
radical Islam in case we offend someone,” but went on to state that he was offended when innocent people 
were murdered in the name of an ideology that wishes to destroy all semblance of peace”. 

He referred to the “Ill-fated and tragic deal to trust the Iranians” saying that “here can be no deal with those 
who believe its okay to murder people” because of their race, religion or ethnicity. “It’s impossible to enter 
into any agreement with the present leadership of Iran… I hope and pray that it will be rescinded”. 

Focusing on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and the talks about a Two-State Solution, Huckebee said that the 
idea is naïve and cannot be realized “unless both sides agree that the other side has a fundamental right to 
exist.” He said that until there were no longer schools celebrating the death of Jews, there could be no 
solution. He added that there was no magical formula for the issues but that the base issue of radical Islam 
and one people wanting to destroy another and celebrating every time someone on the other side was killed 
had to be solved first. “This is not a conflict about land, or about power, but about existsence”. 

 “ Neither Israel nor the United States is perfect but we do have a system of laws that we insist are abided 
by… we do not name streets after or make heroes out of terrorists”. 

Huckabee also focused on the issue of Jerusalem, “the notion that Jerusalem should be divided is nonsense.... 
Only one nation in the world every claimed it as its capital… it is never even mentioned in the Quran… At 
some point we have to come to grips that Jerusalem is the capital of Israel, not because it has been since 
1948 but because it has been for 3000 and it has to be accepted”. 

Returning to his original point, Huckabee concluded, “We have to recognize that if it’s good for Israel then it’s 
ultimately good for the United States and if it’s good for the United States then it’s ultimately good for 
Israel… the similarities between the two countries are just two glaring to ignore… our alliance is too 
precious”. 

He said that Israel’s sovereignty, safety and security had to be protected because Israel was just the first 
“domino” and the United States would follow. “Anyone who comes after you is after us next”. 

 

  



US Ambassador to Israel: President Obama Staunchly 
Opposes BDS, US Looking to Strengthen Economics Ties  
Ambassador Shapiro Reaffirms the United States ’ 

Commitment to Israel and shared values on the second day of the 16th Annual 
Herzliya Conference 

Just days following the Orlando shooting, preceded by Israel’s Sarona shooting, Amb. Daniel B. Shapiro, US 
Ambassador to Israel, delivered a keynote to the 16th annual Herzliya Conference on US-Israeli Relations. 
“Actions speak louder than words. We will continue to do what is necessary to defend our communities and 
our homeland. Beyond our borders, we will continue our broader campaign against violent extremism, 
including our military campaign against terrorist groups like ISIL,” said Shapiro . 

He noted his solidarity visit to the Sarona market following last week’s terror attack, “I visited the Sarona 
market. I went as a friend and as an ally. I was drawn there to express my country’s solidarity as Israel 
struggles with yet another deplorable, unjustifiable act of terror. We condemn this terrible attack without 
reservation.  It can never be justified or explained away… Our common sense of grief, friendship, and resolve 
unites us in these dark days and reinforces our commitment and our cooperation to fight hate, to defend our 
peoples, and to secure peace”. 

Shapiro praised the economic cooperation between the two countries stressing the “innovation based 
economies” that they share. Shapiro noted that the US and Israel share an “alliance of common prosperity,” 
with innovation driving this prosperity. 

He quoted President Nixon who said, "Americans admire a people who can scratch a desert and produce a 
garden” noting that “That admiration was on full display during President Obama’s visit in 2013 when the 
president said that the startups and research centers were “just as important to the relationship between the 
United States and Israel as our security cooperation”. 

Shapiro stressed that, “Our economic and commercial relationship now spans IT, bio-tech, life sciences, 
health care solutions, energy, pharmaceuticals, food and beverage, defense industries, cybersecurity, and 
aviation, to name just a few sectors. It should come as no surprise that our two innovation economies have 
so many synergies. The strong spirit of entrepreneurship and innovation that flourishes in both our countries 
simply makes U.S. and Israeli companies—and their respective economic eco-systems—an excellent match”. 

Alluding to President Rivlin’s “Four Tribes” plan for Israeli society, Shapiro said, “At home, President Obama 
has emphasized the importance of expanding opportunity and access to all segments of society, which can 
generate both profits and higher social returns. Israeli leaders, partly in response to President Rivlin’s call for 
a common future for all Israeli citizens, are also increasingly focused on the imperative of inclusion and 
spreading the benefits and opportunities of Israel’s hi-tech economy to all segments of society”. 

He noted, “Just last week, for the second year, we have awarded prizes to Israeli start-ups that have 
developed new innovations for combating terrorism—and this year’s winners reflect the diversity that is 
crucial to our shared future”. 

Focusing on the longtime friendship shared by the two countries, Shapiro said, “In 1985, Israel’s economy 
was facing multiple challenges: high inflation, large government budget deficits, and slow growth. The 
decision by our two governments to create the U.S.-Israel Joint Economic Development Group—the “JEDG,” 
as we call it—was important for the economic stabilization plan that it produced, which successfully 
reinvigorated the Israeli economy and put it on a path toward the rapid growth it experienced in the 1990s 
and beyond.” Having adapted to today’s times and issues, “The JEDG still exists and last convened here in 
Israel just a few weeks ago. But it is no longer simply a forum for government economists to review 
macroeconomic trends and the U.S. loan guarantee program.  Rather, it continues to evolve and now enables 
our top economic policy makers to address new areas for joint work, including clean energy, health 
innovation, and science and technology cooperation”. 



Shapiro stressed the US’ opposition to BDS, “as we look to increase our common prosperity, others want to 
isolate Israel. I am asked about BDS all the time, and understandably so, given Israelis anxiety about this 
pernicious campaign. I always emphasize President Obama’s and Vice President Biden’s staunch opposition.” 
He repeated President Obama’s words from February, “I have directed my Administration to strongly oppose 
boycotts, divestment campaigns, and sanctions targeting the State of Israel. As long as I am President, we will 
continue to do so.”  Shapiro stressed, “These are our marching orders, plain and simple, and we carry them 
out every day.” Directing attention to the campaigns that are being carried out across the United States, he 
said, “It is true that there are voices in the United States, on college campuses and elsewhere, that are 
promoting the BDS campaign against Israel. They have that right.  But no one should have any doubt that the 
policy of the U.S. government is to vigorously oppose and counter such initiatives”. 

And continued, “our actions speak even louder than our words. Others may advocate boycotting Israel – but 
we are doing the exact opposite. We are actively seeking to deepen our economic partnership with Israel. We 
encourage American companies to invest in Israel, and then celebrate their successes. We are recruiting 
Israeli businesses to invest in the United States”. 

 

 

 

Leader of the Opposition, Isaac Herzog: “Even I thought we 
were getting a bunch of heroes with super powers – but 
turns out that we got Sponge Bob leaders ” 
Herzog and Yisrael Katz, Minister of Transportation and Road Safety; Minister of 
Intelligence and Atomic Energy spoke on the final day of the 16th annual Herzliya 
Conference  

 “ Finally we have a Right wing government. Finally we have a right-wing prime minister, right-wing defense 
minister, right-wing Minister of Education, right-wing justice minister, right-wing Minister of Agriculture and 
even right-wing Minister of Transport… Now there is no one on the left to litter the agenda!” This was how 
MK Isaac Herzog, Leader of the Opposition; Head of the Zionist Union, opened his keynote address on the 
third and final day of the 16th annual Herzliya Conference. 

But with all this, he said, “Look at what is happening around us: the waves of violence are stronger. An 
Intifada of stones has turned into terrorism of Kalashnikov’s and Carl Gustav’s and the citizens are scared to 
walk around Jerusalem, Tel Aviv and Gush Etzion.” And at the end of the day, “What is the greatest mistake 
of the right wing government? That there is no real left wing to blame. It really is a tragedy: even I thought 
we were getting a bunch of heroes with super powers – but turns out that we got Sponge Bob leaders”. 

He said that “For years the Right preached that we had to remain in Lebanon, and had to sacrifice hundreds 
of soldiers every year to secure the northern border. Then came Ehud Barak and he took us out of Lebanon 
and created a political situation that is not ideal but the number of our fatalities decreased dramatically, and 
Northern agricultural workers and tourism are thriving…. For years we the Right have preached that talking 
with the other side would be the end of the state, the end of the Zionist enterprise, the destruction of the 
Third Temple. Then came Shimon Peres and Yitzhak Rabin z”l who talked with Arafat, the head of a 
dangerous and deadly terrorist organization, and they reached understandings that turned the other side and 
its leadership from one of hijackings and murdering civilians indiscriminately to a diplomatic organization that 
worked with us on political and diplomatic issues.” Herzog continued to list his perceived highlights of the 
various governments and leaders of Israel, “Begin, Rabin, Peres and Sharon were not afraid to put their 
personal fate on the altar for the good of the country and won spots in the Hall of Fame of Israeli leadership”. 



He said that “in the context of the current wave of terror in which dozens of Israelis were killed and hundreds 
injured, I identified a new path… an opportunity for peace… I worked toward this solution with international 
and regional leaders directly and indirectly ”. 

Herzog explained that although the idea of cooperation between Israel and the moderate Arab states was 
not a new idea, the time was ripe for such collaboration, “it’s a unique and rare opportunity.” He continued, 
“Unlike the previous generation of Arab leaders, nowadays many Sunni leaders have less of what I call an 
‘Israel complex’, like their predecessors suffered from. They are bolder, younger, more independent and 
willing to work with Israel, as long as it serves their national interests. These leaders are willing to engage on 
issues important for both sides  ”. 

 “ Today there is a golden opportunity. The United States must take the lead and the international community 
should support it along with the leadership of regional Middle East. With bold leadership and bold steps, we 
can realize this opportunity and create a better future for us and for our children. I and my partners in the 
Zionist camp see this as a window of opportunity that could ultimately bring about a two-state solution ”. 

Herzog concluded, “I opened the door for Netanyahu and offered him my hand saying that he was the engine 
of the Right, I was the engine of the Left and behind us was a wagon” of citizens. “But the Right did not 
succeed in turning on his engine… Netanyahu preferred to think of his political survival ”. 

Following Herzog, MK Yisrael Katz, Minister of Transportation and Road Safety; Minister of Intelligence and 
Atomic Energy, named Hezbollah as the largest non-state threat to Israel with Iran as the greatest general 
threat – mainly because of its military and financial backing of Israel’s enemies. “In order to prevent 
tomorrow’s battle we must weaken Hezbollah today with debilitating financial and legal sanctions”. 

Katz noted that Israel had both “over and under the table” relations with the various Middle Eastern 
countries, with the “real true collaboration” being the latter. 

He also spoke of the plan for an island with a port off the Gaza Strip with a 5km bridge in between, no 
residential buildings, no ability to dig tunnels and no smuggling capabilities. A space with “not promised by G-
d to anyone” so unable to be ideologically claimed by anyone. This island would be for the humane and 
financial purposes, to provide jobs for the people of Gaza. “We can practically change the current reality”. 

 

 

 

Amb. Hazem Khairat, Egypt Ambassador to Israel, at 2016 
Herzliya Conference: "There is not much time left to achieve 
peace – The absence of hope undermines under the 
regional stability" 
At a session entitled "Prospects for a Regional Agreement between Israel, Arab States 
and the Palestinians " held today at the 2016 Herzliya Conference, different aspects of 
the peace process were discussed. 

Ambassador Hazem Khairat, Egypt Ambassador to Israel, said: "The Paris meeting earlier this month made a 
new step towards peace. Israelis and Palestinians need to make peace, simply because they must. There is 
not much time left and there is no alternative. The absence of hope undermines under the regional stability, 
and benefits extremist organizations, they enjoy killing and destruction and filling hatred in the region and 
the world. Terrorism is the main challenge today for world peace, and the international community must be 
quite active in this regard ". 

Ambassador Kairat also discussed the issue of nuclear weapons in the Middle East, saying that "The 
proliferation of weapons for mass destruction – it has been the call of Egypt since 1974, when they proposed 



the establishment of nuclear free zone. Egypt has made great effort and is willing to continue working with 
partners to establish a zone free of all weapons of mass destruction, and we call on all the states to answer 
this call". 

Ambassador Walid Obeidat, Jordan Ambassador to Israel said: "In our opinion the Arab peace initiative is way 
when we talk of regional peace. We had international legitimacy, it is supported by 58 countries. What could 
Israel ask for more than this "? 

Obeidat added: "When we say we support the Israelis & the Palestinians, we mean it and we work for it. In 
Jordan we are fully aware that in order to achieve a political solution, this is the only way. We need to see 
action in that regard". 

Mr. Elias Zananiri, Deputy Chairman of the PLO Committee for the Interaction with the Israeli Society, said: 
"The Arab peace initiative is there since 2002, and it provides Israel the prize for recognizing the state of 
Palestine. Time stalling is very dangerous for us. We tried bilateral negotiations, 22 years has been killed 
without reaching a result. I think we are living the last minutes of chance of peace, time is of the essence". 

Israeli MK Yaakov Peri, former Head of the Israeli Security Agency, also expressed support in the Arab peace 
initiative, claiming it offers an all-Arab umbrella to negotiations and brings an opportunity to finally end the 
conflict. "The Arab peace initiative is an historical landmark. Arab recognition in the state of Israel is a goal of 
Israel ever since it was established. Israel's leadership must look forward. Separation from the Palestinians in 
an Israeli interest, we must stop reacting and start taking initiative". 

Prof. Riad Al Khoury, Director of the Middle East Geo-Economic GmbH presented the economic implications 
of peace in the Middle East: "Under the Arab peace agreements, if it's implemented, Israel will be free of 
boycott, tourists will travel anywhere… I can promise you that Israel will become one of the most prosperous, 
richest countries in the world. Palestine will also prosper, without these tremendous restrictions, especially 
restrictions on movement that have high economic costs. Jordan will also benefit tremendously from an 
agreement. I propose an economic confederation between these three states, it could bring a tremendous 
boost for these three countries". 

 

 

Former Israeli Defense Minister Ya'alon, at 2016 Herzliya 
Conference: "I intend to run for the leadership of Israel in 
the next elections " 
"There is no existential threat today and in the foreseeable future on the state of 
Israel – the government should stop scaring the citizens of an imminent second 
holocaust and stop inciting them against each other ". 

At his keynote speech held today at the 2016 Herzliya Conference, Lt. Gen. (res.) Moshe (Bogie) Ya'alon, 
former Minister of Defense, announced his plan to run for the position of Prime Minister of Israel in the next 
elections. Yet, he did not mention in his speech on which political platform he plans to run for office through. 

In the opening of his speech, Ya'alon described the current security situation of Israel and reviewed the 
different threats on the nation. "Terrorist organizations have taken the place of the nation states. War 
against them will be costly, not an existential threat towards Israel." Ya'alon argued that following the 
nuclear agreement with Iran, even though it continues to be "the number one element thriving to destabilize 
the region and attempt hurting Israel through terrorist organizations", it is not an immediate threat to the 
existence of the state of Israel . 

"Knowing the strategic situation of Israel in detail, and the IDF's power and capabilities, I can say that today 
and in the foreseeable future there is no existential threat on the state of Israel". 



"Therefore", said Ya'alon, "it is expected of the leadership to stop scaring the citizens of Israel and giving 
them the sense that we are on the brink of a second holocaust. It is a cynical attempt to pull wool over the 
eyes of the public, because of the perception that if the public is scared, they will forget the everyday 
challenges they are facing". 

"Last month I resigned my positions as Israel's minister of Defense and member of the Knesset. In my 
announcement I have declared my plan to return to the public life. My intent is to run for the leadership of 
Israel in the next elections. The last few months have added and clarified for me the perception differences 
between the prime minister and myself". 

"What I am truly worried about are not the weapon trucks travelling from Syria to Lebanon, nor Iran's 
attempts to terrorize us – Israel can handle these threats. What I am worried about are the cracks in Israeli 
society, and the breaking down of fundamental values. The attempts to hurt the IDF in a way that endangers 
its resilience. The fact that the leadership became litigious instead of building an exemplary society ". 

"The state of Israel needs change. We need leadership that will lead Israel according to its conscience and not 
based on polls and radical responses on social media. We deserve a leadership that does not use 
underhanded tactics of 'divide and concur', dividing and inciting Israelis against each other to gain an 
additional month in government". 

"It is the role of a state leadership to connect the different parts of society, not tear them apart. We require a 
leadership that would not allow attacking judges and Supreme Court. We deserve a leadership that is not 
busy with incitement and lashing out against judges and enslaving the media for its own survival needs. The 
media in Israel must be free and unthreatened, and allow people of all opinions on the right and left to 
express their opinions. We derived a leadership that will be a model of tolerance, a leadership that will fight 
sexual harassments and violence against women vigorously. A leadership that will not base its survival upon 
hatred and incitement towards leftists, rightists, settlers, Arabs, Kibbutz members, or any other group – only 
to get a few more votes". 

"Israel must remain being a Jewish, democratic state, and part of the family of peoples. It must not allow the 
violent and racist discourse of a radical minority that have infiltrated the mainstream and the leadership to 
roll us down to the abyss". 

"A change is important for the future of the state of Israel and it is our obligation to execute it for our future. 
Therefore, I plan to offer an alternative to the current leadership, because we have no other country.", he 
concluded. 

 

 

 

Israel's former Prime Minister Ehud Barak, at 2016 Herzliya 
Conference: "If the Israeli government doesn't change 
course – all of us must topple it ". 
At his keynote speech held today at the 2016 Herzliya Conference, the Honorable Lt. 
Gen. (res.) Ehud Barak, Former Prime Minister and Former Minister of Defense, 
heavily criticized the actions of Netanyahu's government . 

"A 'hostile takeover' had occurred", said Barak. "The right wing government, especially in the past year, is not 
walking in the footsteps of Ze'ev Jabotinsky and Menachem Begin. A fanatic seed of extreme ideology has 
taken over the Likud, while exploiting loopholes in the primary election laws, and purged the Likud leadership 
of all those who care about democratic values over getting votes". 



"Their agenda determines the tone, while the formal leadership is following. And make no mistake – 
Netanyahu bears the responsibility of the actions of his 'hijacked' government and its oversight - whether if 
it's because of mental weakness or character, 'Stockholm syndrome', or because a late 'revelation' of his core 
positions". 

Barak argued that the government's diagnosis of the situation is correct, but the conclusions are almost all 
wrong. It would seem, he claims, that the government is promoting an agenda which "will surely result in a 
'one state solution', which will either be an 'Apartheid State',…. Or a 'bi-national state', in which the Jews will 
become a minority within a couple of generations, and will most likely be in a continuous civil war". 

"It is the hidden agenda of the government to prefer (despite its official claims) the 'integrity of the land' over 
the 'integrity of the people' and continue holding all of the area between the Jordan River and the sea. It 
necessarily leads to a conflict with Israeli and international law, with civil society and the values of 
democracy". 

"This 'hijacked' government with Netanyahu as its leader, understand that in a healthy society, the steps 
required in order to realize this agenda will upset the Supreme Court, who will declare it illegal, and the civil 
society – who will go out to the streets in mass protests to stop it. Therefore, they understand, it is essential 
to act in advance and over time to weaken the Supreme Court, diminish its powers, and minimize its status; 
to weaken the civil society's confidence, to scare and silence every critical discourse. All of these actions are 
done in front of us every day". 

"Furthermore, those who push the agenda of 'One Jewish State Solution" between the Jordan river and the 
Mediterranean Sea, and their leader Netanyahu – understand very well that the some of the physical steps 
that will be required in the future in order to achieve their goals – would be red flagged -- so IDF 
commanders and Shin Beit officials will refuse to perform them. Therefore, they understand that it is 
required to gradually undermine the sanctity of IDF values, its ethical code, and the healthy instincts of so 
many of our best commanders and fighters – and to lead, while using primal fears, hatred, silencing 
discourse, racism, populism and nationalism – and broad move of 're-education' of the entire public". 

"We are strong but we're not dismantling the IDF or our strategic capability. Israel's strength and its 
accomplishments over the past 70 years has made her the strongest nation in the region. The only existential 
threat to our beloved Israel, which we have dreamed of and fought for is the "One State" agenda. It is by far 
greater than all of the other threats we have mentioned today". 

"Only a blind or ignorant person would not see the erosion of democracy and the "sparks of fascism" which 
have stuck to this government". 

"At the top of Netanyahu's priorities today are not the security of Israel, … but a slow and cunning 
advancement of the "One State Solution" agenda". 

Barak concluded his speech ,saying: "I call upon the government to come to its senses and get back on track. 
If not, all of us, yes, all of us, must get out of our seats and topple it through grassroots demonstrations and 
the ballot box before it's too late  ". 

 

 

 

The Herzliya Conference is the flagship of the Institute of Policy and Strategy (IPS) at the Lauder School of 
Government of IDC Herzliya. The Herzliya Conference addresses Israel’s national agenda by encouraging 
public debate and influencing the country’s public policy planning. This is achieved through convening Israeli 
and international elite policy makers, conducting cutting edge research, fostering a global network of 
contacts in a public forum by attracting the best and the brightest to take part in the conference and its 
discussions   . 
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