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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya

August 13, 2015

Disciplinary File 13/2015
In the Matter of Student A (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

1. The case under discussion involves a student in the international track of the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the Student™) against whom a complaint
was filed which accuses her of committing offenses and infracting sections 2(a), 2(c),
2(d), 2(e), 2(f) and 2(m) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center
(hereinafter: ""The Disciplinary Regulations™). The Student was accused of copying
from the smartwatch on her wrist during a closed book exam.

2. On August 11, 2015 a hearing was held in reference to this case with the participation of
the Honorable Complainant Ms. Orly Shaked the accused Student, a Representative of the
Student Union, Ms. Shine Shacham, acting Committee Coordinator, Ms. Ariella Rada and
the undersigned.

3. This was a closed book exam in an academic course. During the exam, one of the
examiners noticed that the Student was fidgeting with the watch on her wrist. This
aroused the examiner's suspicion and she came close to her and saw that there was text on
the watch display. Later during the exam the Head of the Examinations Department came
to the said exam room and also noticed that the Student was looking at the watch on her
wrist in a frequent and suspicious manner. The Head of the Examinations Department
approached the Student and asked her to give her the watch. The Student gave her the
watch. Following an inquiry done in the Computer Department with the consent of the
Student it seems that the watch contained contents relevant to the exam.

4. As soon as the Student was caught she admitted to committing the act of which she was
accused. Also in the response letter dated July 29, 2015 and during the hearing on this
matter the Student again admitted to committing the act of which she was accused and she
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took responsibility for her actions while expressing sincere regret. Therefore | am
convicting her of the offenses of which she was accused as detailed in the beginning of
this decision.

In regards to the punishment that is appropriate under the circumstances of this case, | will
first note that with an offense of this type, which harms the integrity of the exams and the
academic integrity, punishment of at least suspension for one semester is just and
appropriate. In extraordinary cases, there is room to deviate from this punishment
threshold.

| found that this case is indeed one of those extraordinary cases which justifies significant
punishment other than suspension from studies. | will explain myself. This case involves a
young girl who came to Israel from abroad especially to study at the Interdisciplinary
Center. Her parents and her family remained abroad and she lives in Israel on her own.
Till now the Student has not yet begun the process of immigration. She stated that she
intends to do so after she finalizes her arrangements with the IDF. The Student noted and
emphasized that she came to study in Israel, to make Aliyah and to make Israel her home.
She also noted that she does not have a work permit and her parents are helping her
economically. According to the Student Union Representative, it is apparent that
suspension from studies will cause the Student to leave Israel immediately. She claimed
that her parents are willing to pay for her studies and her sustenance as long as she
continues her studies. Therefore, should the Student be suspended from studies her
parents will not agree for no reason to pay her sustenance. Considering her young age and
the fact that she cannot work in Israel, the only possibility if she is suspended from studies
is for her to leave Israel and return to her family abroad. She also added and noted that the
Student admitted to committing the offense on the spot, apologized and expressed her
sincere regret.

The Complainant noted that indeed this is a case with very special circumstances which
require consideration and some type of leniency in the punishment. Even in her opinion,
suspension may indeed lead to the Student leaving Israel immediately and for now, will

prevent her from making Aliyah and making Israel her home.
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9. In the case under discussion the punishment of suspension has many implications. On the
one hand we have the responsibility of preserving the academic integrity and of
combating the phenomenon of cheating on exams. On the other hand it is the Tribunal's
duty to take into consideration the personal circumstances of each accused student and to
examine each case individually, as well as the implications of the punishment that will be
imposed on the student especially when the punishment is suspension.

10. In my opinion, under the circumstances, there is reason to find a different punishment,
significant and deterring, but that is not actual suspension from studies. In light of the
aforesaid | have decided that the suitable punishment under the circumstances of this case
is as follows:

a. Disqualification of the course.
b. 25 hours of community service.
c. Postponement in granting entitlement to her degree for one year from the date

that the Student shall complete all the academic requirements for her degree.

This decision shall be publicized to the students without naming the Student.

Adv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer
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