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The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 1/2009
In the Matter of the Accused Student (Hereinafter: The Respondent)

1.

January 28, 2008
Decision

The Student is a second year student in Law and Business Administration at the Radzyner School
of Law at The Interdisciplinary Center. The Student has been accused of offenses under clauses
2(a), 2(b), 2(c), 2(f), 2(k), 2(n), 2(o) and 2(q) of the Interdisciplinary Center's Disciplinary
Regulations (hereinafter: The Disciplinary Code). During a quiz given in class on November 18,
2008 in the course Macroeconomics (hereinafter: "the course") two quizzes with the name of the
Respondent were handed in. The Respondent was accused of asking two of her fellow students to
take the quiz in her name and to submit the quiz which she did not take in the course. Actually the
Respondent did not take the quiz and did not attend the lesson the day the quiz was given. On
December 22, 2008 the Respondent was asked about the event in the office of the Complainant
Ms. Orly Shaked (hereinafter: "the Complainant"), and she did not tell the truth and stated that
indeed on the day of the quiz she asked a friend to take the quiz in her place but she came to class
on the day of the quiz and took the second quiz herself. On December 24, 2008 another phone
conversation was held between the Respondent and the Complainant. During this conversation the
Respondent repeated her false version whereby she was in class on the day of the quiz and she
took it herself. On January 5, 2009 the Respondent came to the Complainant's office accompanied
by a Student Union Representative, Ms. Liron Assado, and admitted that she indeed was not in
class on the day of the quiz and that two of her friends handed in the quiz based on her request.

The honorable Complainant, and the Respondent herself and through the Student Union
Representative, Ms. Liron Assado, were heard during the hearing held before me in the presence
of Ms. Shir Peer, the coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee, on Wednesday, the 21% of
January 2009, the 25" of Tevet 5769.

During the hearing the Respondent, through the Student Union Representative, admitted to the
facts and to committing the offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(b) and 2(f) of the Disciplinary Code.
However, the Student Union Representative denied the offenses under all the other clauses and
asked to submit preliminary arguments and to submit two affidavits signed by a lawyer. In the end,
after pressure from the Respondent's mother and after a short recess the Respondent retracted her
denial and admitted to the offenses under the clauses of the accusation and asked to plead about
the punishment and to submit a psychiatric opinion in reference to the Respondent (hereinafter:
"the professional opinion").

It should be noted that the circumstances in this case are very difficult. The Respondent has been
dealing with an ongoing emotional crisis (based on the psychiatric professional opinion) due to a
serious life risking illness from which her mother has been suffering which involves surgical
intervention and various treatments. As a result of the illness and the fact that her mother is a
single parent (to the Respondent and to her younger brother), the Respondent had to assist her
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mother and be absent from studies as on the day of the quiz. Thus the Respondent's request to
cheat which was given to two of her friends stemmed from her moral obligation to assist her
mother to cope with her illness. Had the Respondent referred to the relevant authorities at the
Interdisciplinary Center I am certain they would have provided her assistance. Even if she hadn't
gone to relevant authorities but had immediately admitted her mistakes to the Complainant, we
could have been more understanding regarding her difficult crisis. However, the Respondent,
regretfully, chose the devious path and aggravated matters by trying to conceal the truth from the
Complainant.

5. In light of her admission to all of the clauses of the offense I have decided to convict the
Respondent of all the offenses excluding the offense under clause 2(q) of the Disciplinary
Code which involves the attempt to commit offenses, due to the conviction of completed offenses.

6. As for punishment, the honorable Complainant asked for punishment of suspension for one
year, conditional expulsion for eternity and disqualification of the course. The Complainant
emphasized that there are extenuating circumstances in this special case which the Disciplinary
Officer should take under consideration (as stated in paragraph 4 of this decision).

7. In contrast, the Student Union Representative asked to emphasize that the Respondent is a
normative student, and she has experienced the most difficult circumstances which happened
suddenly (as stated in paragraph 4 of this decision) and as a result she committed the offenses; she
also asked to take into consideration that the Respondent has taken responsibility for her actions,
admitted to lying and told the whole truth, while expressing sincere regret; in summation she
requested to discuss uniform punishment and referred us to earlier decisions in which I viewed
taking responsibility as the highest value. As a marginal remark she asked that I give preference to
rehabilitation considerations and the rectification of the Respondent.

8. It is unnecessary to expand on the severity of the offenses of the Respondent. In light of the
Respondent's actions there is no place for a clement message towards the Respondent and those
like her. Her difficult personal circumstances must give way to the public interest and general
good. Thus, for the sake of the knowledge of the student body, of potential respondents and the
Respondent herself, she must be judged severely in order to express the contribution of the
Disciplinary Officer in eliminating these acts. Consequently I believe that the contribution of the
Disciplinary Officer in eliminating these acts can not be utilized unless the Respondent is
suspended from studies at the Interdisciplinary Center as the Complainant has requested.

9. As for the period of suspension, alongside the general punishment policy, is always the personal
matter of the Respondent and there is an obligation to take into consideration the individual's
circumstances in order to decide on the degree of punishment. Thus, the fact that the Respondent
has a clean record, that this was a one time event, stemming from the serious illness that has
befallen her mother, as detailed in paragraph 4 of this decision, which even became more
complicated, must be taken into consideration. I will also emphasize that the fragile emotional
state of the Respondent was expressed in the professional psychiatric opinion submitted on behalf
of the Respondent. Furthermore, in the end after retracting her denial, the Respondent took
responsibility for her severe actions, admitted to committing the offenses and saved judging time.
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We must also take into account the Respondent's regret and remorse for the sorrow she has caused
her ill mother. In this context I considered the stand of the Complainant, whereby after the
Respondent's admission she agreed that we should be more lenient with the Respondent (it should
be clarified that the Complainant requested the punishment before the Respondent retracted her
denial).

In light of all of the aforesaid, I am imposing the following punishment on the Respondent:

a. Actual suspension for one semester — the Respondent shall be suspended from studies during
the 2™ semester of the current year — 2008/2009.

b. Disqualification of the Course — Macroeconomics.

c. Conditional Expulsion for Eternity - conditional expulsion from studies at the
Interdisciplinary Center for eternity for the entire period of studies towards her bachelor's
degree whereby the condition relates to any dishonest offense (clauses 2(b), 2(c), 2(d), 2(f),
2(n), 2(0) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Code).

I believe that the above punishment appropriately balances between the severity of the offenses
committed, the special circumstances of this case and the interest of retribution, deterrence and
rehabilitation. I would also like to emphasize that the cases in which I believed that supreme value
should be given to admission to guilt and taking responsibility, were in the cases in which
admission was given immediately or directly following the offensive act and/or accusation of the
offense.

As a marginal note I will say that I hope the Respondent will find the strength to cope with the
decision I have given and will continue to assist her mother to full recovery from the serious illness
which has befallen her.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Respondent.

Adyv. Assaf Porat

In

Charge of Discipline
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