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Statement by Khaled Azmi,
Ambassador of the Arab Republic of Egypt

It is my pleasure to be here today, to deliver the opening statement of your conference and
to share with you some perspectives on the key questions and the guiding principles that
governs Egypt's foreign policy towards our region.

As your conference’s theme rightly indicates, we are definitely navigating in a very turbulent
region, and we certainly need, in such a confused and exposed environment, to formulate
a new course based on some guiding principles to meet the ever-growing challenges of our
times, and to build a better future for the region.

Few years ago, the dynamics that governed the Middle East for some decades were
profoundly changed. Initially, a large wave of societal change swept the region launching
a unique historic moment and a dramatic chain of events that were both promising and
alarming.

In parallel, the experience of the last few years has also demonstrated beyond any doubt that
undermining the institutions of the nation states creates a vacuum that is quickly filled by
non-state actors, sectarian militias, and terrorist organizations, whose ideologies are hostile
and utterly opposed to the hopes of the people for a better future and modernization.

The patterns we all observed in Syria, Libya, Iraq and Yemen, are abound. The challenge
remains, however, of how to secure the benefits of this wave of change while minimizing
the cost thereof.

Our approach in Egypt to this question was based on two main principles:

First, that orderly change is the much-needed prerequisite to fulfilling the aspirations of
millions of young people in the Middle East, a region in which more than 60 per cent of the
population are under the age of 30.

The Second is that orderly change should be based on keeping the integrity and the stability
of the nation state to achieve the much needed and desired progress. The challenge,
therefore, is to achieve change within the nation states, not on the ruins thereof.

Egypt, through the two waves of its revolution in 2011 and 2013, demonstrated that a
progressive change that responds to the aspirations of the vast majority of the population
while maintaining the integrity of the nation state is a viable choice.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The foreign policy of this invigorated, reformed and revived Egypt is guided by principles that
are deeply embedded in our long history and values, strictly committed to the principles of




peace, development, respect for the independence of nations, and non-intervention in their
affairs. We also believe that there are always opportunities for regional and international
cooperation to meet the challenges of our times.

However, the conduct of our foreign policy is grounded in the recognition that it unfolds in
the context of profound regional transformation. We face today a situation of tremendous
flux, unprecedented perhaps since the creation of present day regional state system in the
Middle East a hundred years ago.

Regional politics are becoming increasingly sectarian with profound impact on its long-
standing conflicts. While conflicts between states are open to the possibilities of negotiated
solutions, conflicts based on primordial identity more often defy compromise and become
increasingly intractable.

In parallel, we are witnessing a trend towards increasing regional fragmentation, which in
turn provides for an enabling environment for trans-national threats, particularly terrorism,
that prosper in the ungoverned spaces and safe havens produced by weak or collapsing
state structures.

Finally, these numerous challenges are unfolding amidst the region’s own looming resource
crisis, particularly water, which will be a defining feature of the region’s future landscape.

In navigating this complex regional setting, Egypt is formulating its regional diplomacy,
based neither on narrow sectarian interests, nor on the politicization of religion. Rather it
will seek to project its role based on a political model founded on the values of a civil state
that is inclusive of all its citizens irrespective of gender, race or creed.

Exactly six years ago, on the 30th of June 2013, the overwhelming popular will of the
Egyptian people reinforced our identity, formed by a rich civilization that spans millennia,
through embracing once more tolerance and moderation, while rejecting attempts by
some to fundamentally alter it. This historical experience has shaped both the attitudes
and behavior of Egypt toward the region and the world.

What guides our approach to the unprecedented simultaneous regional crises, being in
Syria, Libya or Yemen and elsewhere, is the tested principle that revived and reformed
nation states are the answer to the aspirations of the wave of change that swept the region
some eight years ago. Our vision for the way forward to solve those crises is based on two
pillars:

The first is to preserve the national unity and territorial integrity of those states.

The second is to support the legitimate aspirations of the people in rebuilding their own
state through an acceptable political solution that revive an all-inclusive modern nation
state based on civic ethics and full citizenship, which will provide an enabling environment
for reconstruction efforts.




Given the strategic importance of the Middle East, it is only natural that some powers may
want to be involved in seeking to influence the course of developments in our region. Egypt
stands ready to fully support all sincere efforts aimed at resolving the region's crises, and to
protect nation statesin the region from the forces of extremism and sectarian fragmentation,
which provides a fertile ground for the proliferation of terrorism. In so doing, we cannot
accept any attempt by some actors to use sub-state entities, sectarian militias, and terrorist
organizations to further their interests, threating the security of our people and the stability
of our region.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The quest for reformed and modernized nation statehood is not only the answer to the
emerging threats in the Middle East, it is also the answer to the oldest of the conflicts in
our region, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Contrary to conventional wisdom, resolving the
conflict cannot be put on hold as we deal with other challenges emerging throughout
the region. Doing so will only further radicalize the region’s politics and strain the already
precarious foundation of regional stability.

Resolving the conflict through ajust, comprehensive solution that realizes both the legitimate
aspirations of the Palestinians to establish their sovereign state on the 1967 borders with
East Jerusalem as its capital; as well as realizing the aspirations of Israelis to live in peace,
security; will provide a tangible new reality for both people, as well as to the peoples of the
region.

This comprehensive settlement should be based on the two-state solution, the agreements
signed between the two parties, the Arab Peace Initiative, and relevant international
resolutions. The alternative is an open-ended turmoil even if, in the short term, things look
deceptively manageable.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Let conclude by emphasizing that we need to build a shared vision for the Middle East, one
based on pluralism and respect for its ethnic and religious diversity, free from extremism
and reconciled to play a constructive role in global peace and security.

In this spirit, Egypt is looking forward to a Middle East free from all threats to its stability
and progress; a Middle East where all peoples enjoy their living within secured borders; a
Middle East immune to political terrorism, religious extremism and ethnic chauvinism; a
Middle East in which there is no place for nuclear or other weapons of mass destruction.
Such is the Middle East for which Egypt is hoping to attain in cooperation with her regional
and global partners.

—
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Mr. Benjamin Kang Lim, Global Affairs Correspondent, Straits Times; Former Bureau Chief of Reuters in Beijing

Amb. Husain Haqqani, Director, South and Central Asia, Hudson Institute; Former Ambassador of Pakistan to the
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Maj. Gen. (ret.) Rajiv Narayanan, Distinguished Fellow, United Service Institution (USI), India
Mr. Yurii Poita, Head, Asia-Pacific Section, Center for Army, Conversion and Disarmament Studies, Kyiv, Ukraine

Dr. Shira Efron, Policy Researcher and Special Advisor on Israel, Center for Middle East Public Policy,
RAND Corporation
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Dr. Kenneth R. Weinstein, President and CEO, Hudson Institute, USA

Dr. Constanze Stelzenmiiller, Robert Bosch Senior Fellow, Center on the United States and Europe, Brookings
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Senator Pavel Fischer, Chairman, Foreign Affairs, Defense and Security Committee of the Senate, Czech Republic
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Amb. Dr. Dennis Ross, Distinguished Fellow, Washington Institute; Former Special Assistant to President Obama
and White House Coordinator for the Middle East and the Persian Gulf Region, USA

Mr. Mark Dubowitz, CEO, Foundation for Defense of Democracies (FDD), USA
Dr. Kori Schake, Deputy Director General, International Institute for Strategic Studies (IISS), UK

EVIS. )Danielle Pletka, Senior Vice President for Foreign and Defense Policy Studies, American Enterprise Institute
AEl), USA

Dr. Marvin C. Feuer, Director, Policy and Government Affairs, AIPAC, USA

Mr. Brett McGurk, Payne Distinguished Lecturer, Stanford University; Former Special Presidential Envoy for the
Global Coalition to Counter ISIS, USA
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