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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

May 7, 2019

Disciplinary File 3/2019
In the matter of Student A — (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

1. This case concerns a Student of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya who was accused
of infracting clauses 2(d) and/or 2(f) of the disciplinary regulations of the
Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: The Disciplinary Regulations) for submitting an
academic paper with parts copied from the paper of a peer in her studies (hereinafter:
Student B).

2. On May 2, 2019 a hearing was held in the presence of the Complainant Orly Shaked,
the Committee Coordinator, Ms. Shir Peer, Student Union Representative Tom Nadil,
the Student and the undersigned.

3. Inthe framework of the academic course which is the subject of this case, the Students
were required to submit an academic paper which constituted 10% of the final grade.
When checking the paper suspicion arose regarding the similarity between the
Student's and Student B's paper. This matter was referred for disciplinary inquiry,
where at the beginning both students were suspected of copying.

4. At the hearing held before the Complainant prior to the disciplinary hearing it was
clarified that when preparing the work, the Student asked to see Student B's paper.
Student B agreed to the Student's request and sent her the draft of her paper. During
the hearing the Student admitted that she used Student B's paper "too much" and
actually copied from Student B's paper. Thus, it was decided to continue disciplinary
proceedings only against the Student in reference to the suspicion of copying on an
academic paper.

5.  During the hearing itself the Student again admitted that she copied parts of Student
B's paper. The Student noted that even though she improperly used Student B's paper
she worked on preparing her paper by herself, read the relevant material and "did work
of her own" as she stated (page 2 of the hearing protocol). She claimed that she made
a mistake in her discretion when writing the paper and the reason for this mistake
stemmed from a personal event that occurred in her family one year earlier and caused
her world to shake.

6. In light of the Student's admission that she copied parts of Student B's paper, | am
convicting her of infracting clause 2(d) of the Disciplinary Regulations which concerns
cheating or misrepresentation on a homework assignment.
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As stated, the matter before us concerns copying on an academic paper. To be exact,
from reviewing and comparing the papers it is apparent that very extensive parts of the
Student's paper were copied word for word from Student B's paper and other parts
were copied with slight changes. It is obvious that the work of student was not her own
and her paper is for the most part based almost completely on Student B's paper both
with reference to the format and the contents. As stated the Student claimed that she
worked by herself on the paper but improperly used Student B's paper. Essentially this
claim does not necessarily suit reality as very extensive parts of the paper were copied
word for word from Student B's paper.

Moreover, the conduct of the Student caused great anguish to Student B at the
beginning when she was accused of submitting an academic paper that was copied.

As stated Student B was summoned for preliminary disciplinary clarification due to the
suspicion that her paper was copied and in light of the great similarity of the papers.
Only after the hearing before the Complainant, with the admission of the Student was
the suspicion concerning Student removed and the disciplinary proceedings against her
were dropped. Consequently, the Student also deceived her peer when she misused
the paper and caused Student B to be summoned for disciplinary clarification.

During arguments for punishment the Student related to a certain incident that occurred
in her family about a year before submitting the paper, which happened again close to
the time of submitting the paper. This is not the place to go into detail about the incident
as it concerns a personal matter. These are unique personal circumstances, according
to the Student that justify mitigation when considering the punishment. | will note that |
did not find that these were indeed unique and/or extraordinary personal circumstances
that should be taken into consideration when determining the punishment.

The Student Union Representative argued that when determining the punishment the
Student's quick admission with reference to the accusations against her and taking
responsibility for her actions should be taken into account. Thus he asked that
punishment of suspension not be imposed on her and that conditional suspension
including community service be suffice. In response to this argument it was clarified at
the hearing itself that even though the Student admitted to the accusations against her
seemingly she did not have many options in light of the fact that Student B gave her
version and argued in her defense that she gave her paper to the Student who copied
from it.

The severity of the offense and circumstances in which it was done speak for
themselves. The Student submitted the paper with extensive parts that were copied
word for word from Student B's paper. This is the highest threshold of the offenses of
deceit. This required planning and prior preparation and it is not a case of a slip of the
moment. It is hereby stressed that even if the percentage of the paper in the final grade
is relatively low, it does not reduce the severity of the offense. Not only did the Student
try to deceive the teaching staff when submitting an academic paper that is copied —
while trying to attain academic credit that is not based on her qualifications — she even
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exploited the good heart of her peer when she inappropriately used her paper and
dragged her into the disciplinary proceeding under the suspicion of copying.

Obviously we cannot accept offenses of academic deceit that harm the reputation of
the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya and the honorable and decent students who work
hard and prepare their academic papers by themselves while adhering to the ethical
rules and academic integrity. It is the obligation of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
to preserve the academic integrity and the way to achieve this, inter alia, is by means of
deterrent punishment which includes suspension from studies. A student who chooses
to copy must internalize that he may find himself suspended from studies with all of the
consequential implications.

In light of the severity of the offense and its circumstances and without special personal
circumstances that justify consideration and lessening the punishment, | have come to
the conclusion that the appropriate punishment under the circumstances is as follows:

a. Suspension from studies for one semester. The suspension will take effect
the first semester of the 2019-2020 academic year.

b. Disqualification of the course which is the subject of this case.

c. Conditional suspension for one semester if the Student is convicted of an
offense of deception or misrepresentation on a homework assignment. The
conditional punishment will remain valid until the end of the 2020-2021 academic
year.

This decision shall be publicized to the students without the personal details of the accused
student.
The decision may affect the payment of tuition.

Pl

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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