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The Interdisciplinary Center
Disciplinary File 11/2008
In the Matter of Accused Student A (Hereinafter: "The Respondent")
May 11, 2008
Decision

The Respondent is a freshman at the International School of Government. She has
been accused of offenses in accordance with clauses 2(a), 2(d), 2(e), 2(k) and 2(q) of
the Interdisciplinary Center's Disciplinary Code for copying from different sources on
two homework assignments in the course "Globalization and Political Economy".

The Complainant, the Respondent, a Representative of the Student Union, a witness
on behalf of the Respondent and the Course Lecturer were heard during the hearing
held before me.

The Representative of the Student Union claimed that the Complaint was submitted
for only one homework assignment since the first assignment was submitted in
December and the second assignment was submitted in February. The Complainant
explained that the two complaints were united into one complaint in light of the
closeness in the time the homework assignments were submitted.

The course lecturer explained that immediately after the Respondent submitted the
first homework assignment he discovered that she had copied and notified the
Respondent. Yet again on the second homework assignment the Respondent copied
from different sources. As to the Student Union Representative's question regarding
the Respondent's language difficulty the Lecturer explained that he knows that the
Respondent does not speak fluently but he doesn't believe that she did not understand
him when he explained about the copying the first time.

The Respondent admitted the facts but explained that she did not know that it was
prohibited. She admitted the discussion with the Lecturer about the first act of
copying but added that she did not understand that it was forbidden. She also stated
that she had first applied to study in Hebrew but she transferred to the International
School when she was told that she would be able to begin her studies in Hebrew only
one year later. The Respondent explained that she came across difficulties in the
English language and she did not understand the lectures and she found it difficult to
write the homework assignments.

The Respondent's orientation guide at the International School testified to the
Respondent's difficulties with the language with which she has to cope. He added that
he communicates with the Respondent in Hebrew.

The Respondent expressed regret and explained that she has no family in Israel, she
lives in an apartment of the Interdisciplinary Center with a roommate, does not work
and dedicates most of her time to her studies.



The Student Union Representative noted that the Respondent is a new immigrant who
has been in Israel for 18 months. She added that because of the Respondent's
difficulties with the language she did not understand that the act of copying was
forbidden and therefore has asked that her punishment be only disqualification of her
homework assignments.

The Complainant noted the severity of the offense and asked that the course be
disqualified and the Respondent be expelled from studies at the discretion of the
Administrator of Discipline. During the hearing my impression was that the language
barriers the Respondent suffered from were so great that she did not even understand
the Lecturer's remark between the time she submitted the first assignment and the
second assignment. As a result and based on my impression of the difficulties the
Respondent faces I have decided to refrain from expelling the Respondent from
studies but rather to petition the Interdisciplinary Center Administration to
immediately transfer the Respondent to a program conducted in the Hebrew language
which she speaks reasonably or even more.

In light of the aforesaid and the Respondent's circumstances I have decided to convict
the Respondent of the offense of deceit in accordance with clauses 2(a), 2(d), 2(k) and
2(q) of the Disciplinary Code and impose the following punishment:

1. Disqualification of the course.

2. Conditional suspension from studies at the Center for a period of two semesters.
The Respondent shall not bear this punishment unless she commits an offense in
accordance with clauses (a), 2(d), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Code within
the period of two years from the date of this decision.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Respondent.

CPA Shlomi Shuv, In Charge of Discipline



