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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya

Disciplinary File No. 32/2009
In the Matter of Students A, (Hereinafter: "Student A") and Student B (Hereinafter: "Student B")
(and jointly hereinafter: '"The Students'')

October 13, 2009

Decision

A. Introduction

1.

The case before us concerns two students in their fourth and final year of studies in the law and
business administration program at the School of Law of the Interdisciplinary Center.

After checking a homework assignment, constituting 15% of the final grade, (hereinafter: "the
paper") in the course "Marketing in the Far East" (hereinafter: "the course"), under the
guidance of Dr. Ron Berger (hereinafter: ''the Lecturer'), submitted by both students, suspicion
arose that they had copied. All the details are included in the complaint letter sent by the Lecturer
of the course.

Consequently the students are accused of breaching clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(e), 2(f), 2(k) and
2(q) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "the
Disciplinary Code").

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, and the Students themselves, since they chose not
to be represented, appeared at the hearing held before me in the presence of Ms. Shir Peer, the
coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee held on the 9th of September 2009. A supplement to

the arguments of the students was sent in writing to Ms. Peer on September 12, 2009.

B. Hearing

3.

The honorable Complainant repeated the accusation that the Students copied extensive parts of
the work of two other students from their study track whereby one of them, at the request of
Student A, sent the final work of both of the students without stating that she did so. But we

should note that she emphasized to Student A not to copy from the work.
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4. The Students clarified that copying was done as detailed in the complaint letter, from another

final work of two students from the track, which was sent to Student A with emphasis not to copy
from the work. However, due to various pressures the Student was experiencing, he was
compelled to copy extensive parts from the other paper without informing his partner in the
assignment, Student B, about the act of copying

In the words of Student B — "Student A did the work and submitted it without showing me
first. Now, to my regret I understand why" (p. 1 of the protocol); and further on — "It was first
made known to me when we received the complaint letter from the Interdisciplinary
Center. Student A and me have been good friends for 4 years... this was done behind my
back and I had no knowledge about it" (p. 2 of the protocol); and further on — "I have known
him for years and I trust him. The distribution of resources was such that we built the

foundation together and he puts it in writing" (ibid).

Consequently, Student A has asked to admit to the act of copying with emphasis that Student B
did not take any part in the wrongful act. Student B admitted to negligence by not
reviewing the final work and explained the circumstances of her negligence.

In the words of the latter — "I am protecting my name. I did not copy. My responsibility is

that I didn't talk to him the day before and I didn't see the paper... I have a part in it by

not contacting Student A and I didn't check it because I was busy with other things.

Student A sent the work by email to the lecturer and not to me'" (p. 3-4 of the protocol); and

later — "'I take responsibility for the omission of not reviewing the work. Student A will

explain why" (p. 5 of the protocol) (the emphasis is mine — A.P.).
And here is Student A's explanation — I admit that I did the act. I copied the work. I took the

work of someone. I asked for help in the middle of the night... I sat with Student B
beforehand. We had so many assignments this semester; all of them large and massive. We
do them in pairs or groups. We allot resources. We sat together and reviewed all of the
articles and wrote down points. I was supposed to take everything and condense it into the
paper. On the date of submitting the paper I saw that I would not be able to complete it so I
asked for extra time and was given extra time... I opened a business, I opened a bar in Tel

Aviv and I had 8 assignments to submit. By the skin of my teeth I submitted each
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assignment. This was the last assignment/ I was with my workers at my place of work and I
didn't have time to breathe. I worked nights, returning at 5 in the morning. I didn't sleep. I
sat and began to write one page, then two, I saw that I wouldn't make it. The night before I

had asked a friend to help me because I thought that I might not manage. My friend sent

me the work and told me not to copy from it. I never ever did anything like this

beforehand... I did a stupid thing, I was under pressure, I placed three good friends in a

complicated situation. I am extremely sorry. It is emotionally difficult for me' (p. 7-8 of the

protocol); and later — "I did not do it with prior intent. I saw that I would not make it in the
evening, I returned at five in the morning from work, I copied and did not send it to

Student B in the morning but instead to the Lecturer. Student B called that day and I told

her that everything was okay. On the day it was originally due I told her that I requested a

postponement and I would do it. On_the day of submitting the assignment after the

postponement she knew it was okay and she had no reason to phone me again" (p. 9 of the

protocol) (the emphasis is mine — A. P.) and this speaks for itself.

I heard the parties, carefully reviewed the said joint assignment, the joint work copied and all of
the material placed before me before the hearing, during the hearing and thereafter and my
conclusion is that indeed the same joint assignment submitted by the Students in the course
was extensively copied from the same other assignment which is not their composition,
without citing the work. The Students, as stated, did not deny the accusations against them but
clarified that Student A is the one who copied without informing his partner, who did not
know about the wrongful act, due to the fact of neglecting to see the final work before it was
submitted, as she claimed, and supported in writing, that this was due to different pressures

in her private life and studies and mainly due to the wedding of her brother.

Consequently Student A should be convicted of breaching all the clauses of which he has
been accused, 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(e), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Code, based on his

full admission of guilt.
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8.  As for Student B, my stand is that she should be convicted of infringing clauses 2(a), 2(d) and

2(f) of the Disciplinary Code in light of the admission which is derived from her honest
testimony. Student B shall be acquitted of all the other offenses. The mens rea needed for
convicting for the other offenses is an element of at least awareness. I believe that Student B did
not copy and thus was not a partner in the wrongful act of Student A. I am certain that she
had no idea about the act of her partner for this assignment. However, here again the
omission of checking the quality of the work submitted in her name creates a mens rea of

severe negligence on her part.

D. The Question of Punishment

9.

10.

11.

12.

The honorable Complainant asked to impose on the Students punishment of disqualification of
the course; as for the punishment of suspension she asked to distinguish between the students —
in light of the difference in the essence of the offense and the mens rea of each act — she asked to
suspend Student A for three semesters and Student B for only one semester. She also asked to
emphasize that she insists that the Students retake the course only after the period of

suspension.

The Students on their part expressed sincere regret. Student A asked to retake the course during
the period of suspension and Student B asked not to stain her reputation with an offense of

copying since she did not copy.

In reference to the personal circumstances, the students are in their 20's, completed four years
of study without any flaws until the incident for which we have convened. They work to
support themselves and each are experiencing different difficulties which have influenced their

studies as detailed to me and for which they submitted supporting documents.

After taking into account all of the considerations and the balance required while on the one hand
giving weight to the severity of the offense of copying of Student A and the severity of the
negligent omission of Student B, and on the other hand to the fact that the Students
immediately admitted to committing the wrongful acts, took full responsibility and

expressed regret, I have decided to impose the following punishment upon them:
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a. Disqualification of the paper and the course.

b. On Student A— Actual suspension for 2 semesters - 1** and 2" Semester of 2009/2010.

The Student must retake the course which was disqualified at the end of the

suspension period as requested by the Complainant. No certification testifying to the

completion of a degree shall be issued to Student A, including certification to begin
internship until all academic requirements and the suspension period have been
fulfilled.

c. On Student B — Suspension for one semester — 1% Semester of 2009/2010. The Student

shall retake the course which was disqualified and she is entitled to do so during the

semester_she is suspended. No certification testifying to the completion of a degree

shall be issued to Student B, including certification to begin internship until all
academic requirements and the suspension period have been fulfilled.

d. Conditional suspension. If either of the students shall commit any dishonest offense, the

student who has committed the dishonest offense shall be expelled for eternity.

The Students have the right to appeal this decision as detailed in clause 5a of the Disciplinary
Code.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Students or noting any other identifying
detail.

Adyv. Assaf Porat
In Charge of Discipline
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