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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
January 7, 2016

Disciplinary File No 1/2016
In the Matter of the Student A — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

. This file concerns a Student who studies at the International School. The Student was accused

of committing disciplinary offenses and infracting clause 2(f) and 2(m) of the Disciplinary
Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary
Regulations) for not obeying the instructions of the proctor at the end of an exam and was
impudent towards her as detailed below.

A hearing in this matter was held on Thursday December 10, 2015 with the participation of the
Complainant Ms. Orly Shaked, Committee Coordinator Ms. Shir Peer, Student Union
Representatives Shine Shacham and Arilev Tenenbaum, the Accused Student and the
undersigned.

At the end of an exam in an academic course, when the Student approached the proctors in
order to return his exam booklet, the student was asked to return the extra booklet he took
during the exam which he used as a draft booklet (hereinafter: "the draft")

At first the student refused to give the draft to the proctor. After an argument with the proctor,
the student returned to his seat, took the draft and gave it to the proctor after he was asked to
put his personal details on the draft.

The proctor claimed that the student acted insolently and disrespectfully towards her when he
refused to give her the draft after the exam as well as when he was asked to place his personal
details on the draft.

The Student, in contrast, argued that he did not raise his voice nor did he yell at the proctor (as
claimed on the complaint form). According to the Student, he was apprehensive about handing
in the draft because he assumed the examiner would also review the things he wrote in the
draft and he presumed that it would affect his grade on the exam. After it was explained to him
by his peers in the classroom that normal procedure was that all exam booklets including the
draft, which would not be checked by the examiner, had to be handed in, he agreed to hand in
the draft.

. The Student Union representative also argued that the Student is very young, in his first year

of studies, is not proficient in the procedures and when he first refused to hand in the draft, he
first asked the proctor to explain why he needed to do so. According to the representative, the
proctor is expected to provide responses to such questions. In any case, in concluding her
argument she mentioned that due to the same apprehension that it would affect his grade in the
beginning the Student refused to hand in the draft. When he realized that this was procedure,
he returned to his seat, took the draft and handed it in to the proctor.
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Decision

8.

10.

11.

In reference to clause 2(m), unbecoming behavior: The Student admitted that he acted
disrespectfully towards the proctor and apologized during the hearing. Moreover, the proctor's
testimony was heard during the hearing at which time she described the Student's
contemptuous and arrogant behavior towards her during the argument at the end of the exam.
In light of his admission concerning his behavior towards the proctor I am convicting the
Student of infracting clause 2(m) of the Disciplinary Regulations. In reference to clause 2(f) of
the regulations, which concerns infracting instructions relating to the exam, I have decided to
acquit the Student for reasons of doubt for the following reasons:

a. First of all, ultimately the Student handed in the draft exam. Indeed at first he refused
but it is important to note that his argument is logical, namely the apprehension that the
draft would be checked. However after it was explained to him that there is no reason
for him to worry, he handed in the draft.

b. It is important to take into consideration that this case involves a very young Student
(who began his studies immediately after high school), this is his first year of academic
studies and he was not aware of the procedures. I did not get the impression that the
Student had any malicious intention or motive which caused him not to immediately
hand in the draft.

c. The entire incident occurred at the end of the exam and any noise or disturbance that
did occur did not transpire during the exam so that other students were not affected by
the Student's behavior.

During the arguments for punishment the Student Union Representative mentioned that the
Student admitted to the offense and took full responsibility for his actions. In addition she
noted that the Student apologized for his disrespectful behavior towards the proctor and that he
is prepared to do so in writing. Furthermore, the Student Union Representative provided
several additional personal and medical details which she believes should result in
appeasement of the punishment. In contrast the Complainant stated that the apology came at a
stage, namely months after the incident and during the disciplinary process, imposing doubt
about its genuineness.

In conclusion this case involves a needless incident. I am certain that had the Student acted
with sensitivity and respectfully and had he conducted himself towards the Proctor in a manner
appropriate to her status and function, he would not have had to undergo this disciplinary
process. Respect should be displayed towards all employees at the Interdisciplinary Center in
general and towards proctors in particular, who do their work devotionally with the goal of
ensuring integrity on exams and proper administration of exams.

In light of the above, I have come to the conclusion that the appropriate punishment under the
circumstances of this case is:

a. 20 hours of community service, under the supervision of the Dean of Student
Affairs office. The Student shall not be given certification of completion of his
requirements for his degree until he has completed the said community service.

b. The Student shall write a letter of apology to the proctor.
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c. Conditional disqualification of the course should the Student infract clause 2(m).
The conditional punishment shall remain valid until the end of the 2016-2017 academic
year.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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