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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

May 22, 2018

Disciplinary File 14/2018
In the matter of Student A — (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

1. This case concerns a Student from the Interdisciplinary Center who is accused of infracting
clauses 2(d) and/or 2(f) of the disciplinary regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center
(hereinafter: The Disciplinary Regulations) for submitting a seminar paper with parts copied as
shall be detailed below.

2. On Thursday the 17th of May 2018 a hearing was held in the presence of the Complainant, Ms.
Orly Shaked, the Committee Coordinator, Ms. Shir Peer, the Student Union Representatives, Roni
Tendler and Tom Nadil (observer), the accused Student and the undersigned.

3. In the framework of a seminar in which the Student took part, she submitted her seminar paper
which constitutes 70% of the final grade (hereinafter: "the paper"). When checking the paper the
Lecturer suspected that parts of the paper were copied (but he was not able to find the sources
from which they were ostensibly copied). In addition, he found that there were numerous parts
that seemed to be irrelevant to the subject of the paper. Thus, the Lecturer sent an email to the
Student and brought her attention to the problems that he found in the paper and noted to her that
he got the impression that the paper submitted, in his words, was an "uncompleted version" and
allowed her to correct the paper and resubmit it.

4. The Student accepted the Lecturer's offer and about two months later she resubmitted the paper.
After checking the paper in its new version, it became clear that parts of the paper were copied
from four sources available on the Internet. The Lecturer attached the sources from which the
Student allegedly copied to the Letter of Complaint dated February 11, 2018.

5. In her letter of response dated March 1, 2018 the Student admitted to the accusations against and
expressed great regret for her conduct. The Student referred to her personal and family
circumstances which she claimed greatly affected her discretion and thus submitted the paper
with parts copied.

6. During the hearing itself the Student once again admitted to the accusations against her,
expressed regret for what happened and took full responsibility for her actions. The Student
claimed that at the time of submitting the paper she was under great stress due to her family and
medical situation (however this is neither the place nor the time to expand or provide details about
it) and it had a direct effect on her discretion. In any case the Student justly admitted that even
though she was under stress, it does not constitute a reasonable explanation or justification for her
conduct.
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In light of the findings and her admission I hereby convict the Student of infracting clause 2(d) of
the Disciplinary Regulations which concern cheating on a seminar paper.

Arguments for punishment: The Student Union Representative referred to the personal-medical
situation of the Student at the time of submitting the paper. She also noted that the Student was
supposed to complete her studies last year (2016-2017) but because of the suspicion of copying
and the fear of disqualification of the seminar which is the subject of the case under discussion,
she registered for another seminar in the second semester of the current academic year (2017-
2018). Consequently, her completion of her studies was delayed for one year and she will be
completing her studies after four years instead of three years. According to the representative, the
delay to her entitlement to her degree already caused her damage because it prevented her from
receiving a raise in her salary at her work and in addition prevented her from registering for her
master's degree. Consequently she asked to take into consideration the aforesaid and avoid an
additional delay in receiving her entitlement to her degree.

In contrast, the Complainant referred to the severity and the circumstances of the offense.
According to the Complainant, this is one of the most severe offenses in the Disciplinary
Regulations and it is not just by chance that minimum punishment of suspension for one semester
was set for this offense. Nonetheless, she noted that due to the Student's personal circumstances
and in light of the fact that she was obliged to register for an additional year of studies due to the
offense, she is leaving the punishment to the discretion of the tribunal.

As stated, this case involves deception on writing a seminar paper. The severity of the offense
speaks for itself and it is not by chance that the Disciplinary Regulations set the punishment of
two years of suspension from studies for copying extensive parts on a seminar paper that is not
original.

Moreover, the Lecturer brought it to the attention of the Student even after she submitted the first
version of the paper and delicately clarified to her that there is a problem with the paper. The
Lecturer gave her an additional chance to submit a paper that was written independently. The
student was given a golden opportunity to correct her course of action and to act in good faith but
she did not make wise use of this additional opportunity that the Lecturer bestowed her and chose
to deceive him by submitting a paper that included parts that were copied.

In the case under discussion there is no practical possibility of suspending the Student from
studies since she will be completing her last task of her studies in a few weeks. Lacking the
possibility of suspension, there is an alternative of postponing entitlement to her degree beginning
from the date of completion of all academic requirements. The Student Union Representative
extensively referred to the damage to the Student's professional and academic future in case of
punishment of postponement in her entitlement to her degree for a prolonged period, beyond the
postponement which already began and she is correct. The Student will be paying a heavy
personal price. However, she has no one to blame but herself once she knowingly chose to ignore
the ethical rules practiced at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya and the warnings of the
Lecturer before handing in the paper as stated above.
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As for the personal-medical circumstances of the Student, I did not find that this case involves
extraordinary personal circumstances that justify deviating from the punishment threshold that is
customary in cases like these. Nevertheless, I did find it appropriate to take into account the
Student's quick admission and her taking responsibility for her actions. Furthermore there is room
to take into account the fact that the Student was supposed to complete her studies already but
because of the offense committed in this case she was obligated to register for an additional year
of studies so that already there is postponement in the completion of her studies. Together with
punishment of postponement in the entitlement to her degree for one year the Student will
complete her studies two years after the original date she was supposed to complete her studies
due to the offense which is the subject of this case.

In light of the aforesaid, I have come to the conclusion that the appropriate and proper
punishment under the circumstances of this case is:

a. Postponement in bestowing entitlement to her degree or documents that attest to
completion of her studies for one year from the date the Student shall complete her
academic requirements and shall be entitled to certification of completion of her
studies.

b. Disqualification of the seminar.

¢. Conditional expulsion for eternity should the Student be convicted of cheating on a
seminar paper similar to the case under discussion. The punishment of expulsion shall
remain valid until the end of the 2018-2019 academic year.

This decision shall be publicized to the students without the personal details of the Student.

Pl

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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