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Appeal Committee — The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Before: Dr. Sharon Rabin-Margaliot — Chairman
Prof. Amnon Sella
Dr. Alon Klement

Appeal on the Decision given on July 11, 2006 (Disciplinary File 39/2006) by Dr. Amnon
Lehavi, in charge of discipline, in the matter of Student X (hereinafter "the Respondent")

On behalf of the Respondent (Appellant): ~ Mr. Guy Nesher

On behalf of the Complainant: Dr. Eli Bukspan

Decision

The Respondent was convicted by the Disciplinary Administrator, Dr. Amnon Lehavi, of deceiving on

homework in accordance with Clause 4(2) of the Interdisciplinary Center's Disciplinary Code. As a result

of the said conviction the following punishment was imposed on the Respondent:

1. Disqualification of the course.

2. Suspension from studies at the Center for a period of 1 semester, which is the first semester of next
year (2006/7).

3. Conditional suspension for a period of two years, where the condition is that the Respondent shall not
commit any dishonest offense. The condition shall remain valid until the end of her studies at the
Center.

The Respondent has filed an appeal in reference to the punishment of suspension from studies. Since the
Respondent has not denied the accusation the appeal only involves the issue of actual suspension.

At the hearing held before us we heard in detail the claims of the Student Union representative which
focused on two levels: The first, the punishment imposed on the Respondent is more severe than the
standard punishment which was customarily imposed by the former Disciplinary Administrators. The
second issue relates to the fact that Respondent is entitled to a grant from "Mifal Hapayis". The grant is
subject to continuous study, so that if the punishment of suspension is imposed her grant will be revoked
and the Respondent will not be able to return to her studies after suspension, because of her difficult
economic situation. It should be noted that the matter of loosing the grant was not raised at the hearing
before the Disciplinary Administrator, which we will relate to later.

We have decided not to interfere with the Disciplinary Administrator's decision and to leave the
punishment as is:

We do not accept the claim that the punishment in this case deviates from the punishment which was
customarily imposed by the former Disciplinary Administrators. Also in the past students have been
suspended from school for copying papers in which their weight in the final grade was only slight, and
with the student immediately admitting to have committed the disciplinary offense. In any case, the
Disciplinary Administrator has the authority to decide upon the degree of punishment and this includes
either less severe or more severe than the punishments imposed in the past.

In reference to the loss of the grant, it is apparent from the Respondent's statement that she knowingly
decided not to raise the issue of the grant from the Mifal Hapayis at the hearing held before the
Disciplinary Administrator during the sentencing stage among other reasons for fear that arousing the
issue of the grant would call reference to another grant the Respondent enjoys, i.e. a grant based on her
socio-economic situation given by the Interdisciplinary Center, and the Disciplinary Administrator would
instruct the cancellation of the grant as part of her punishment. Since the issue of the grants was
intentionally omitted from the hearing before the Disciplinary Administrator, for personal reasons on the
part of the Respondent, we do not see any reason to take this issue under consideration at this stage.



The extent of intervention in reference to the decisions taken by the Disciplinary Administrator by the
Appeal Committee is limited and restricted to the cases in which the level of punishment is unreasonable
in light of the circumstances of the offense and considering the personal circumstances of the student. This
is not the case before us.

Given Today, Sunday, September 10, 2006.

Prof. Amnon Sella Dr. Sharon Rabin-Margaliot Dr. Alon Klement



