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Disciplinary File 14/2022
In the case of Student A — (hereinafter: the Student).

October 12, 2022

Decision

a. Introduction

1. The student is studying towards a bachelor's degree at Reichman University (hereinafter: "the
Student"). The student was accused in a disciplinary complaint, which relates to cheating on
a proseminar paper and/or infraction of directives relating to a proseminar paper and/or
committing an act of fraud in order to obtain university rights for her own benefit and/or
conduct that is disrespectful towards the university or unbefitting the status of a student. All
this is as detailed in the letter of complaint on behalf of the distinguished and scholarly lecturer
and the appendices attached to it. In light of the severity of the alleged acts, the student was
accused of infracting sections 2(d) and/or 2(f) and/or 2(e) and/or 2(m) of the University's

Disciplinary Regulations (hereinafter: ""the Disciplinary Code").

2. The Honorable University Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the coordinator of the Disciplinary
Committee and the protocol registrar, Ms. Orit Laser; the honorable lecturer - the
complainant; a representative of the Student Union on behalf of the student, Ms. Shir Gelber
and, of course, the student herself were present at the hearing regarding the student, which

was held before me on Sunday, September 11, 2022 (at 10:30 am).

b. The Question of Guilt

3. I would like to begin as required with the question of guilt and emphasize, that after careful
reading of the case before me, my position, as it was even presented at the hearing, is that the
things speak for themselves, and without a shadow of a doubt, this is a case of extensive
copying of entire paragraphs (at times including the footnotes that were in the original

sources) from four different sources (four well-known articles), !’ three of which without any

An article by retired Justice Gabriel Strassman; two articles by Prof. Aharon Barak and an article by Dr. Boaz !’
Schnoor.
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citation and one cited in the body of the work.!® It should be noted that the complaint estimated

the percentage of copying at 70% and I certainly agree with this reasonable estimate.

4. In my opinion, this case requires mentioning basic wisdom regarding the use of various sources
when writing papers in academia. The basic rule is that the rules of citation and referring to
external sources must be observed in accordance with the instructions of the lecturers and the
rules accepted in academia. Among these rules we emphasize that any use of an idea, data,
statement or information conceived and published by another person must appear with
an accurate indication of the source of citation, including exact reference to the page
number or paragraph. Even if that source was only used for inspiration. We further
emphasize that any use of a source from the Internet must refer to an accurate and up-to-date
address of the website. In conclusion, we stress that any quote from a text from another
source presented in the work, beginning with a short sentence to an entire paragraph,
must appear in quotation marks and a clear and accurate reference to the source must
appear immediately after it. Violating these rules, even without malicious intent,
constitutes a serious ethical offense, since a person who does so is not submitting an original

work and in fact is seeking credit, recognition and notation for another person's idea.

5. After hearing the scholarly lecturer, in light of the materials before me, which serve as a
thousand witnesses, and considering the Student's admission of the severe facts of the
complaint, '° T have decided to convict her of violating section 2(d) of the Disciplinary
Regulations, an offense relating to fraud on a proseminar paper that she submitted to the
lecturer (hereinafter: "the paper'). Now we need to discuss the question of the appropriate

punishment in this case.

This is the article by Dr. Boaz Schnoor, which appears in one footnote in the work and in the list of references but '3

the reference does not clarify in any form whatsoever the extensive use of entire paragraphs from it in the paper,

without any citation and of course without quotation marks as required.

In the student's words: "I understand the mistake and I regret it" (p. 5 of the protocol). "I don't think there's '°

anything that can excuse it. I have no excuses... I unequivocally take responsibility and I regret..." (p. 6 of the
protocol).
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¢. The Question of Punishment

6. It should be clarified that in light of the fact that this is a fraudulent offense that relates to a
proseminar paper and not to a seminar paper, the minimum penalties with regard to seminar

papers set forth in the University's Disciplinary Regulations do not apply.

7. As is customary here, the learned complaint on behalf of the university addressed the question
of the appropriate disciplinary measures in light of the conviction of fraud and requested, under
the circumstances in this case, actual suspension, at least, for one semester, a conditional
sentence and disqualification of the paper; The learned representative on behalf of the
Student noted that in this case the Student took responsibility, the student regrets the wrongful
act and it was an act that occurred when the student was in her first year of studies, and "there

is a student's ignorance here" and that in her opinion, "compassion is warranted in this

case."20

8. About four years ago, the National Labor Court, in its ruling,”! addressed a common

phenomenon in the academic world of copying from sources without mentioning their

names when submitting papers at the university, known as " plagiarism", which means

"literary theft",”> and these were the words of the honorable national court, which are

significant to our case:

The phenomenon of literary theft is common in academic institutions, especially
among students, particularly in an era when the internet has made the act easy,

where, with the click of a key and effortlessly, text is copied and pasted in a paper.
At the same time, it was precisely the network that has made the detection of
plagiarism easy and fast (...). Academic institutions deal with the phenomenon of
copying a source without citing the name by means of distributing a code of ethics,
which explains the importance of preparing original works and citing sources.
Academic_institutions in Israel and around the world view the phenomena of
plagiarism with severity, ranging from copying entire works to quotations without
citing the references. Each institution has a built-in sanction system for such cases,

p. 4 of the protocol.?’

L.A. 2664-04-17 The State of Israel - Ministry of Education v. Nechama Yochai (Published in Nevo, August 22, %!
2018) (hereinafter: the matter of The State of Israel v. Yochai).

"The Hebrew terminology for plagiarism followed the origin and meaning of the term and it was called 2?
'Ginov'" (Ibid., in para. 24 of the judgment of the Honorable Justice A. Sofer).
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the most severe of which extends to expulsion from the institution. "*[The bold print
and underlines do not appear in the original text]"

9. Indeed, a review of the precedents with regard to punishment for copying academic papers
(including seminar papers that do not fall within the minimum sentence), concerning only the
element of suspension in the punishment, demonstrates at least, in some of the cases,
punishment of actual suspension from university studies for one semester.?* It is evident that
the more common punishment in these cases is actual suspension from studies for two

semesters.2’

Ibid., in para. 25 of the judgment of the Honorable Justice A. Sofer.??

See, for example, my decision in disciplinary case 33/2008 in the matter Student A (Published in Nevo, Sept. 24

18,2008); The decision of adjucator Shelly Malka in disciplinary case no. 11/2012 in the matter Student A (published
in Nevo, July 15, 2012); Decision of the Disciplinary Committee of the Open University, dated November 23,2014, in
the matter of Student A; Decision of the adjudicator, Prof. Clara Sabag, of the University of Haifa, in the case of the
lawsuit 69/21 dated April 22, 2021 in the matter of Student A; Decision of the adjudicator, Prof. Hassan Halil, of the
University of Haifa, in case 152/21 of January 10, 2022 in the matter Student A; Decision of the adjudicator, Prof.
Khaled Ganayem, of the University of Haifa, in the case of the lawsuit 1/22 dated February 23, 2022 in the matter
Student A.

See, for example, the decision of the then Disciplinary Officer at the Interdisciplinary Center, Dr. Rifat Azzam, who 3
convicted a student of copying a seminar paper from various sources (copying that did not fall under the minimum
sentence) and sentenced him to one-year suspension from studies, along with disqualification of the paper and 50
hours of community service (disciplinary file no. 4/2012 in the matter of Student A, published in Nevo, May 30,
2012); Decision of the Deputy Disciplinary Officer at Tel Aviv University, Dr. Amit Pundik, in the matter of Student
A studying towards her master's degree in security studies at the Faculty of Social Sciences, who copied large parts of
the paper she submitted from a number of websites on the Internet without specifying and/or referring to the source,
admitted to the facts and guilt and was actually suspended for two semesters, in addition to conditional suspension and
disqualification of the course (File D/2015/20, dated July 30, 2016); Decision of the Deputy Commissioner of
Discipline at Tel Aviv University, Dr. Amit Pundik, in the matter of Student A studying towards an undergraduate
degree in the Department of Women's Studies, who copied large parts of her work from a website, without mentioning
the same source, admitted to the facts and guilt and was actually suspended for two semesters together with
conditional suspension and disqualification of the course (File D/2016/26, dated December 19, 2016); Decision of the
Deputy Commissioner of Discipline at Tel Aviv University, Dr. Pundik, in the matter of Student A studying towards a
master's degree at the School of Social Work, who copied most of her work from various sources on the Internet,
without specifying the same sources, admitted to the facts and guilt and was actually suspended for two semesters, in
addition to conditional suspension and disqualification of the course (File D/2017/52 dated February 18, 2018);
Decision of the Commissioner of Discipline at Tel Aviv University, Prof. Roy Kreitner, in the matter of Student A
studying towards an undergraduate degree, in the Department of Sociology and Anthropology, who submitted a mid-
term paper, parts of which were copied from websites, she confessed to the act and was actually suspended for two
semesters alongside conditional suspension and disqualification of the course (File D/2016/41, dated January 4, 2017);
See also the decision of the Disciplinary Officer at Tel Aviv University, Prof. Kreitner, on the matter of Student A
studying toward a bachelor's degree at the School of Political Science, who submitted a paper containing copied parts
from websites on the Internet, admitted to the act and was actually suspended for two semesters alongside conditional
suspension and disqualification of the course (File D2018/8/, dated July 1, 2018); See also the decision of the Open
University Disciplinary Committee, dated November 3, 2019, in which Student A, who was convicted of submitting a
seminar paper proposal that was copied, received punishment of actual suspension for two semesters in addition to
conditional suspension; and the decision of the Open University Disciplinary Committee, dated November 3, 2019, in
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10. We emphasize that " first and foremost maintaining honesty and integrity in the
academic field is in the public interest. We owe everything to it."** And that the
phenomenon of copying from sources without mentioning their names or " literary theft" is,
unfortunately, a phenomenon "which is already deeply rooted in rabbinic literature and
continues to cloud the sky even today, and even more so in the academic field." >’ My
position, like the position of the distinguished lecturer and scholar, and certainly like the
position of my friends and colleagues in academia, is that one should not accept this
serious phenomenon and that everything must be done to eradicate it, since "every

academic work must be genuine and fully authentic, detached from its academic status."??

11. Now, in sentencing the student,, on the one hand I must take into account the fact that
this is a serious fraudulent act of citing entire paragraphs not in the name of those who
wrote them,?® an act that undermines the foundation of academic integrity;*° On the other
hand, consideration must be given to the circumstances of the case before me, to the
student's confession of the fraud, to taking full responsibility for it, to the expression of
remorse and to the sincere apology of the student for the wrongful act. In doing so, my
position is that a relatively moderate suspension sentence is sufficient, as even the
distinguished scholarly lecturer’! believed. This, together with a severe conditional
sentence, so that if, heaven forbid, the student is convicted in the future of another

disciplinary offense, which is not a technical offense, she will be permanently expelled.

which Student A, who submitted a seminar paper, composed almost entirely of paragraphs copied from various

articles, received the punishment of actual suspension for only two semesters, which goes beyond the letter of the law,

alongside conditional suspension; We should note the decision of the Open University's Disciplinary Committee, dated

March 14, 2019, in which Student A, who was convicted of submitting a seminar paper, large sections of which were

copied from other sources, was given a sentence of actual suspension of three semesters, that goes beyond the letter of

the law, together with conditional permanent expulsion.

Cr.C. (District Court of Tel Aviv) 2355/05 Tel Aviv Criminal District Attorney's Office v. Peretz Yair (p. 6 of 2°

the decision of the Honorable Justice M. Diskin) (Published in Nevo, June 23, 2006) (hereinafter: the matter of
Peretz).

In the matter of the State of Israel v. Yochai, footnote 5 above, in para. 25 of the judgment of the Honorable Justice 2
A. Sofer.

Ibid., in para. 36 of the judgment of the Honorable Justice A. Sofer.?®

The importance of saying things in the name of those who said them in our references, see Ibid, para. 22 of the ?°

judgment of the Honorable Justice A. Sofer.

It should be noted and acknowledged that the student's acts of copying were completely simple and did not require 3°

much effort and sophistication, but this does not reduce or diminish their great severity (compare the matter of Peretz,

footnote 10 above, p. 5 and the matter of the State of Israel v. Yochai, footnote 5 above, para. 25).

In his words: "If they listen to my opinion, it is not suspension for one-year." (p. 5 of the protocol).?!
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12. Consequently. in light of the severity of the offense, the confession of committing the offense

and the circumstances of the student, I impose the following punishment on the student (from

heavy to light):

(1) Suspension from actual studies for one semester. The suspension will take effect

as early as the first semester of 2022-2023.3?

(2) Conditional punishment of permanent expulsion from studies for any

disciplinary offense that is based on an element of fraud. The condition will

remain in effect throughout the period of the student's undergraduate studies

at the university.

(3) Disqualification of the paper.

d. Epilogue
13. As stated in paragraph 5, I found that the student should be convicted on the basis of her

confession regarding the complaint of infraction of section 2(d) of the Disciplinary

Regulations and punished as stated in paragraph 12.

14. In conclusion, it should be noted that the management of the case was delayed solely due to

matters concerning the student and this is regretful.

This decision will be published without specifying the student's name or any other
identifying information.

The right to appeal before the appeals committee, through Ms. Shir Pe'er, within 30 days, as

stated in section 5 of the disciplinary regulations.

s “@ .L

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer

Nonetheless, I am willing to allow the student to postpone the actual suspension until the second semester of 32
2022-2023.
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