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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

July 19, 2018

Disciplinary File 20/2018
In the matter of Student A - (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

This case concerns a Student at the Interdisciplinary Center against whom a complaint
was filed accusing her of committing disciplinary offenses and infracting clauses 2(c)
and/or 2(f) of the disciplinary regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter:
The Disciplinary Regulations). The accusation against the Student is that during a
closed book exam in an academic course, material relevant to the exam was found in
her possession as shall be detailed below.

Two hearings were held in this case: one on June 7, 2018 and the second on June 14,
2018. The Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, the Student Union
Representative, Dafy Naamni, Committee Coordinator, Ms. Shir Peer and the
undersigned participated in the hearings. In addition the testimonies of the 2 proctors
who were present during the exam, and the testimony of the lecturer of the course, who
served as a character witness in light of the student's academic achievements, were
heard.

In the complaint dated February 14, 2018 it was noted that during the exam the Student
asked to go to the restroom and thus approached the Proctor. When she got up from
her seat the Proctor noticed a folded index card with material relevant to the exam
(hereinafter: "the index card").

In the response letter (with no date) the Student described what had happened before
the exam. She claimed that due to the pressure she was under moments before the
exam she noticed that she forgot the index card in her pants pocket. The Student
claimed in the response letter that this was a matter of an innocent mistake.

During the two hearings the Student repeated her main claims as follows: Before the
exam she was under pressure which gravely affected her and caused her to forget the
index card in her pocket. At no stage did she have any intent to hide the index card in
her pocket; she did not use the index card during the exam; even though the index card
contained material relevant to the exam there was no real benefit to written material
and it could not help her.

According to the Student, she is accustomed to studying from index cards that she
prepares. This method of learning helps her in the best way to study and memorize the
material. That is what she did in the case under discussion. The Student prepared
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index cards with a summary of the material studied but by mistake one of the cards
remained in her pocket during the exam.

It should be noted that section 2(c) states explicitly that cheating on an exam includes
infracting instructions concerning exams including the possession of prohibited material
during the exam. It should be clarified that there is no need to prove that the Student
used any material during the exam and/or that the material was essential to the exam
and could help the student and so forth. The mere possession of the material relevant
to the exam during the exam constitutes cheating on the exam.

There is no doubt that the Student knew the exam procedures very well and especially
the matter of prohibition of possessing material during a closed book exam. The
guidelines regarding the prohibition of possessing material in the exam were written on
the board before the exam which is the subject of this case. Furthermore, the proctors
repeated the guidelines verbally. Moreover, the Student even signed the "Disciplinary
Guidelines for the Proper Course of the Exam Form" which inter alia explicitly states in
section 6, that "it is forbidden to possess any material in the classroom or outside it
beyond that which is permitted according to the instructions of the lecturer". Her
signature on this form shows that the Student checked herself moments before the
exam and ensured that she performed all of the necessary preparations to take the
exam in accordance with the procedures and guidelines.

These written instructions and the reminder on the part of the proctors inter alia is to
help the students follow the rules of ethics and ensure that the exam is started in
accordance with the instructions of the teaching staff. This is done to maintain the
integrity of exams and ensure that the exam is managed in a proper and quiet manner
for the good of the students taking the exam.

In conclusion of this matter, the Student knew the procedures of closed book exams
very well. The Student signed the "Disciplinary Guidelines for the Proper Course of the
Exam Form". It is clear that the Student had numerous opportunities, before the exam
began, to ensure that she did not have in her possession forbidden material. As stated
there is no need to prove that the Student made any use of the material. It is suffice
that material relevant to the exam was found in order to convict the Student of cheating
on the exam.

In light of the findings and in light of the Student's admission that she had in her
possession material during a closed book exam, | am convicting her of infracting clause
2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations which concerns cheating on an exam.

During arguments for punishment the Student Union Representative noted that the
Student had no intent of cheating and she did not use the index card during the exam.
Furthermore, she related to her social-community service activiies at the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya and to her positive contribution during her studies. The
Student Union Representative added that the Lecturer of the course came especially to
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the hearing to give positive character testimony in relation to the Student's excellent
achievements in the course which is the subject of this case.

13. As noted in numerous disciplinary decisions, there is need and obligation to preserve
the integrity of exams at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya with extra strictness
regarding the procedures during exams. For this reason, the proctors before each
exam perform several activities designated to ensure that all of the students are well
aware of the procedures. And that is what transpired in the case under discussion.

14. It is the duty and the responsibility of the student who goes to an exam to ensure that
indeed he is acting in accordance with the guidelines and procedures and that he does
not have in his possession any material. A student who chooses to ignore the clear
guidelines in regards to the conduct in exams, needs to take into account that he is at
risk of severe punishment of suspension from studies, which will have an effect on his
academic and professional future.

15. In light of the above, | have come to the conclusion that the appropriate punishment
under the circumstances in this case is as follows:

a. Suspension for one semester. The punishment of suspension shall take effect
the first semester of the 2018-2019 academic year.

b. Disqualification of the exam which is the subject of this case.

c. Conditional suspension for one year if the Student shall be convicted of
cheating on an exam again. The punishment of conditional suspension shall
remain in effect until of the end of the 2019-2020 academic year.

(Implementation of the Committee's decision may have an effect on the tuition later in
the course of the studies)

This decision shall be publicized to the students without naming the Student.

Pl

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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