
Come flywith me
Former chiefofstaffDan Halutz thinks diplomacyshould be used to defuse

brewingsecuritythreats,ideas that placehim firmlyon Labor's left

By YossiVerter

very few interviews,and most were related to the publication

of his book on the war.

At the beginningof thisweek, Halutz participatedinthe final

partof simulationby the InterdisciplinaryCenter inHerzliya

called"Iran, the Day After."The game positedthree scenarios:

In the first,Iran announces that ithas nuclear weapons; in the

second,Hezbollah attacks Israeland hitsthe defense establish-

ment's Tel Aviv headquarters,the Kirya;and inthe third,Israel

learns that suitcasefilledwith radioactive material has been

smuggled into Lebanon irom Iran.

largenumber of experts addressed

these scenarios.The only one who slid

into political-diplomaticmatters was

Halutz. Here ispartof what he said:"We

in Israelare fostering doomsday see-

nario whereby the world will come to

haltifIran goes nuclear.Itwillnot come

to halt. am not makinglightof nucle-

ar Iran, but itisalso wrong to overstate

the effects.There is no need to frighten

whole nation with Holocaust-like impli-

cations.We are not even close to the holo-

caust peopleare tryingto conjure."

Addressing the person who played

Israel'sprimeminister, Halutz said,"A

proposalfor diplomaticmoves should

not be drafted after two missiles hit the

Kirya,but beforehand. One of the ways

to handle the Iranians is to isolatethem

within the Muslim world, most of which

ismore disturbedthan Israelby nucle-

ar Iran ...Irecentlymet senior Muslim

official,who told me, 'Ifyou were to ac-

cede even slightlyto the Saudi [peace]

plan,you would make peace with three

states and get19 for free.'That should be

food forthought.
"It'snecessary to create diplomaticiso-

lation.For that, yes-or-no decisionneeds

to be made. All the filesare ready.All that'sneeded is tor some-

one to make decision.The pricetag isknown. We have to know

thatifwe decide no, we need to be ready,from now untileternity,

to fightover the implications.sometimes hear halfhearted

'yes/which contains more 'no'than 'yes.'

"I suggestthat we remove the term 'redlines'from our lexi-

con, because at moments of truth itdoesn't hold water. There

is no need to define 'red lines.'We need to do what's right.If

Syriaisdefined as playerin the Hezbollah-Iran axis,let'stry

to draw itaway from that brick wall in order to weaken [the

wall] ... Is thatpossible?think itis ... In order to address the

Iranian issue we have to look at the countriesaround us, and

[around] them, and engage them, not repelthem."

Referringto scenario in which the Israeligovernment is

discussinghow to react to smuggled suitcases,Halutz asked,

"How willthe peoplesittingaround the table,who are unable

to reach decision over one house in Sheikh Jarrah, reach an

agreement over radioactive suitcase?"

Also participatingin the exercise was Kadima leader MK

TzipiLivni. The two have maintained contact since Halutz

leftthe army. Some peoplethere felthe was speakingto Livni

At hislectures,Prof.

Dershowitz asks the

supportersof Israelto raise

theirhands iftheyfavorthe

two-state solution

among others.The views he expressedplacehim squarelyinthe

left-wingpartof Kadima, ifnot Labor. Which raises question:
Wasn't he once Likud? Wasn't thatwhy the "ranch forum" head-

edby Ariel Sharon and his sons chose him as chief of staff?

Nothingto regret

Last week, Ehud Ohnert was the keynotespeakerat an event

commemorating the second anniversaryof the death of busi-

nessman Benny Gaon. The former primeminister was warmly
welcomed by the prominentbusiness figurespackingthe foyer
of the Einav Cultural Center in Tel Aviv.

Olmert delivered rivetingspeech,articulateand knowl-

edgeable,on political,economic and regionalissues.He saidthat

since he leftoffice as prime minister 14

months ago, he has learned that the Pales-

tiniansregret not havingacceptedhis of-

fer for peace agreement. He himself has

described the offer as "more far-reaching
than anythingoffered in the past."

MK Ahmed Tibi (Ta'al)is the Israeli

legislatorclosest to top Palestinian Au-

thorityofficials,particularlyPresident

Mahmoud Abbas, who negotiatedwith

Olmert, and Ahmed Qureia,who nego-

tiated with TzipiLivni, who at the time

was foreignminister.Tibi was amazed by
Olmert's remarks.

"I did not sense any regretamong the

Palestinians," he said this week. "The

Palestinians say the negotiationswith

Olmert were serious. But they did not

reach conclusion, and no final offer

was presented,so there is no reason for

regret."
Olmert also noted thatthe Palestinians

never turned him down theysimplydid

not get back to him. "That's true," Tibi

said."He showed Abbas map, but would

not giveitto him. Abbas asked for time to

consult with the Palestinian leadership.
After that,events took their own course

Olmert went to war in Gaza and after-

ward he lostpower. In anv event, don't

think deal can be struck on the basisof hisoffer,because itdid

not come close to the minimum Palestinian leader can accept."

Maybe Olmert heard thatfrom Abbas or Qureia?
"No. He did not meet with eitherof them. would have known.

assume that ifthe negotiationshad continued, an agreement

could have been reached. There is no doubt that in terms of

hisviews about the Palestiniansand Israel'sArabs, Olmert was

the most progressiveout of allIsrael'sprimeministers."

Allofthem?

"Absolutely.More than [Yitzhak]Rabin and more than

[Ehud]Barak."

Two ideas

May 17 was the 23rd anniversaryof the firstLikud election

victory,and to mark the occasion, the party'sKnesset faction

held itsweeklymeetingat the Menachem BeginHeritageCen-

ter inJerusalem. The Kadima factionmet at the same venue in

March ,8002when the party was stiUin power, to mark the 16th

anniversaryof Begin'sdeath.
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Among those invited to the Likud fac-

tionmeetingwere the heads of localcoun-

cilsfrom Judea and Samaria. They hob-

nobbed with theMKs and ministersbelow

largesignreading"The difficultiesof

peace are better than the agoniesof war,"

as Begin said after he returned Sinai to

Egypt■Ariel'smayor,RonNachman,com-

plainedabout the construction freeze in

the territories,"We have never had such

terribleperiod,"adding,"I don't know

what willhappeninanother four months"

when the freeze isdue to end.

"I know, know," Netanyahu called

out to him.

Netanyahu'saides are considering

two still-vagueideas for September.One

is "differentialsettlement,"according

to which Netanyahu will announce that

Israelwill resume construction onlyin

placeswhere itwilldefinitelyretainsov-

ereigntyunder any future agreement

thatis,in the settlement blocs,and not in

isolatedsettlements.

The other idea ismore clever but also

more dangerous:to announce publicly

that construction is resuming, buftQ

whisperto the Americans that the freeze

willcontinue in practice.Maybe trac-

tor will clear some land here and there,

for domestic consumption.That is the

kind of solutionthat mightgiveNetanya-
hu few more months of quietto reach

an agreement or to let the Palestinians

torpedothe negotiations.
These ideas are suggested to

Netanyahu.He does not respond

Netanyahu has been regalingrecent

visitorsto his bureau with story he

heard few days earlier from noted

American lawyerAlan Dershowitz. Ne-

tanyahu tellsthe story with great en-

thusiasm;some ministers have heard it

twice.

The background:an intimate dinner

hosted by the Prime Minister and his

wife for Prof. Dershowitz and his son,

Gilad, about 10 days ago at the Prime

Minister's Residence in Jerusalem.

Dershowitz told Benjamin and Sara

that, when lecturing,he has made it

practiceto ask those who consider

Netanyahu believeshistory

has placedhim at the center

ofthe decision-making

process at thiscritical

moment inorder to restore

sanityto the system

themselves supportersof Israel,many

of whom are Jewish students, to raise

their hands. He then makes parallel

request of the Palestinianstudents and

their supporters.

He then asks the supportersof Israel

to raise theirhands iftheyfavor the two-

state solution.The vast majorityraise

their hands again.Then he puts the same

questionto the pro-Palestiniangroup.

Initiallythere issilence,Dershowitz told

his hosts.Then whispersbreak out with

in the group, At the end, when the noise

fades,no one raises hand.

Netanyahu views this littlestory

throughthe prism of the narrative he

learned in his father's home, which he

wrote about in his books: "They" do not

want us here, "theycannot be believed."

Accordingly,he is convinced that any

agreement with the Palestinians will

have to be based on toughsecurityar

rangements that will prevent Iran and

its satellitesfrom enteringthe West

Bank after an Israeliwithdrawal. He has

vowed that as longas he isprime minis-

ter, there will be no repeat of Lebanon

2000 or Gaza .5002Israel will not with-

draw from territory,justto be replaced

by Hezbollah, Hamas or Al-Qaida.

Netanyahu does not talk about fu-

ture agreement in terms of patrimony,
but in terms of security.All he hears

around him ishow much willbe returned

and what will be returned and the pace

at which it must be returned. But, he

asks, what will happen after we leave?

Has anyone given thoughtto that? He

believes historyhas placedhim at the

center of the decision-makingprocess at

this criticalmoment in order to restore

sanityto the system.

Last Saturdaynight,Dershowitz told

Channel (IsraelTelevision)that he was

consideringNetanyahu'soffer to be-

come Israel'sambassador to the United

Nations. week earlier,he spoke at Tel

Aviv University,where he was awarded

an honorary doctorate. After his talk,

the actor Alex Ansky told him, "You

must be our next president."To which

Dershowitz replied,"That's job won't

."turn down
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