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Mechanisms of Social Control in Ultra-

Orthodox Society

Tomer Persico

This policy paper seeks to expose several internal mechanisms of control employed
within ultra-Orthodox society to restrict the autonomy of its members, often with the
consent, and at times even the cooperation, of the State of Israel. The paper
focuses on three primary mechanisms of control: Control over information and
communication; Institutional and legal control; Occupational and military control —
through designated military service tracks. While diversity and tolerance hold great
value, and while it is justified in a multicultural, democratic, and liberal society to
ensure the means by which minority groups preserve their unique identity, there is
no legitimacy for the state to wield its power in order to restrict the autonomy of
minority members at the demand of that minority group itself. As this paper
demonstrates, however, the State of Israel has adopted a policy that legitimizes
and even encourages the internal mechanisms of control within Ultra-Orthodox
society, whether through deliberate disregard, active cooperation, or legislation

granting these mechanisms formal legal authority.
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