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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

June 20, 2013

Disciplinary File No. 18/2013
In the Matter of Student A — (Hereinafter: The Student)

5.

Decision

This case involves a Student in his first year of studies at the Interdisciplinary Center
Herzliya. A complaint was filed against the Student in which he was accused of
committing disciplinary offenses and breaching clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(e), 2(f), 2(1),
2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "The
Disciplinary Regulations). After checking a paper of his in an academic course
(hereinafter: "the paper™) suspicion arose that the paper was copied.

On June 6, 2013 a hearing was held in regard to this file with the participation of the
Honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, Ms. Ariela Rada, the acting Committee
Coordinator, the accused student, a representative of the Student Union and the
undersigned. In addition, the Lecturer of the course appeared before the Committee and
gave his version of the events.

As stated, this case concerns copying on a paper in an academic course. It should be
emphasized that the Student, who is a career soldier in the army, was absent from most of
the lessons in the course and thus he was not permitted to attend the exam. Nonetheless,
the Lecturer agreed to take this into consideration and as a prerequisite for attending the
exam he was required to submit an academic paper which is the subject of these
proceedings.

At the opening of the hearing the Student admitted to copying extensive parts of the
paper. In addition, the Student apologized to the Lecturer and expressed his regret for his
actions.

Consequently I am convicting him of the offenses of which he has been accused in
paragraph 1 above.

Arguments Concerning Punishment:

6.

The hearing mainly revolved around the issue of appropriate punishment under the
circumstances of this case. On the one hand, the Honorable Complainant argued and
justifiably so, that this was a severe act especially due to the faith the Lecturer placed on
the Student and due to the fact that most of the paper was copied. Thus, she asked to
impose substantial punishment on the Student which would reflect the severity of his
actions and would convey a message to the student body in order to prevent recurrence of
these types of events, She asked to impose punishment of suspension for one semester on
the Student.

On the other hand, the Student Union Representative stated that suspension from studies
would cause the Student substantial damage due to the fact that his studies are part of his
military service. This would mean, that any delay in the date of completion of his studies
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10.

11.

may affect the financing of his studies by the army and may delay his promotion in the

future.

Indeed, there is logic and reasoning behind each of the parties’ arguments. There is no

dispute that this case involves a severe offense — the offense of copying which harms the

core of academic values. The Student's work as submitted lacks value. It is our duty to
eradicate the phenomenon of copying and one of the ways to do so is by preventive
punishment. On the other hand, it is our duty to examine the personal circumstances of
each student and to closely assess the implications of the punishment that will be imposed
on him especially when the punishment involves suspension. In parallel, I am aware of the
fact that there may be implications regarding the Student's future in the army should the

Student not be able to complete his studies on time.

However, between the two interests that must be taken into consideration and weighed, in

my opinion in the case under discussion there is preference to the interest which protects

the values and behavioral norms at the Interdisciplinary Center over the personal interests
of the Student. Namely, in light of the severity of the offense and the circumstances in
which it occurred, it is appropriate to impose suspension. Let us not forget that the

Student intentionally copied with the intent of deceive the Lecturer of the course in order

to receive academic credit that he does not deserve. Therefore he must bear liability for

his actions.

Nonetheless, and in order to minimize the damage to the Student's professional future as

argued during the hearing, | found it appropriate to allow a certain flexibility regarding

implementation of the suspension, so that the punishment will not be effective
immediately. Furthermore, If there is a core course and/or a yearly seminar studied during
the semester the Student is suspended and the course is not studied the second semester of
that year but only the following year, the Student will be permitted to participate only in
that course despite the suspension.

Hence, | have decided to impose the following punishment on the Student:

a.  Suspension for one semester.

b.  Disqualification of the course.

c.  Conditional suspension for one semester if the Student shall be convicted of an
offense of dishonesty identical to the offense of which he has been convicted in
this case. The conditional suspension shall remain valid for a period of two
years.

d.  Twenty five hours of community service in the framework of the community
service program under the direction of the Office of the Dean of Student Affairs.
The Student shall not receive any certification attesting to completion of the
requirements towards his degree until he has completed the said service.

This decision shall be publicized without noting the name of the Student.

Adv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer

n'7%70 mInn1an mInn
info@idc.ac.il | 09 9568605 :oj7o | 09 9527272 70 | www.idc.ac.il | 46150 ,n*7x1n 167 .1.n



