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The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 34/2010
In the Matter of Student A (hereinafter: The Student)

August 11, 2010

Decision

A. INTRODUCTION

1.

The case below involves a student in her fourth year of studies in law and business administration
at the Interdisciplinary Center. During an exam in the course "Political Marketing from a
Comparative Perspective" (hereinafter: "the course") suspicion arose that the Student cheated on
the exam by having forbidden material in her possession as detailed in the letter of complaint
(hereinafter: "the complaint"). Consequently the Student has been accused of infracting clauses
2(a), 2(c), 2(e), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center
(hereinafter: "The Disciplinary Code").

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked and the Student represented by the Student Union
Representative, Mr. Yoav Susz were heard during the hearing held before me in the presence of
Ms. Shir Peer, the coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee on Tuesday the 27th of July 2010.
In addition, Dr. Anat Hochberg-Marom, the Lecturer of the course, also testified.

B. HEARING

3.

The Honorable Complainant repeated the accusations against the Student and the suspicion that
the Student had forbidden material in her possession during the exam.

The Student admitted to bringing forbidden material into the exam and she wholeheartedly
apologized for the incident. Very emotionally she testified during the hearing that she did not
copy or cheat. She claimed she made an innocent mistake and that this is a case of a human
mistake and negligence. The Student knew that it was forbidden to have material during the exam
and sincerely regretted the incident. It is clarified that she did not make use of the material and it
was taken from her. The Lecturer, in her testimony, asked to say some kind words and testified
that in her opinion the note was not for cheating but for reviewing and memorizing.

Based on her admission of quilt the Student is convicted of infracting clauses 2(f) and 2(k) of
the Disciplinary Code.

C. PUNISHMENT

6.

The Honorable Complainant asked to leave the issue of punishment to the discretion of the
disciplinary officer and noted that there are very important personal considerations in this case.
The Lecturer asked to note that the student is an extraordinary student with a different record and
a different cultural and religious background which cannot be ignored. The Student Union
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Representative asked to emphasize that no copying was actually done and there was no cheating,
but rather only breach of instructions which was committed in good faith. They are requesting to
relate differently to a person who is different, whereby under the circumstances if the Student is
convicted of deceiving and cheating and she is suspended from the Institute the rest of her life
may be completely disrupted.

The Student expressed her sincere regret and her willingness to bear the proportionate
punishment.

After weighing all the considerations while balancing between them by giving weight on the one
hand to the character of the act of the Student which principally stems from an innocent
mistake, and on the other hand to the fact that she took full responsibility and expressed her
sincere regret, to her special personal circumstances raised during the hearing and to the
touching and positive testimony of the Lecturer, [ have decided to impose the following
punishment:

1. Disqualification of the course.

2. Severe reprimand

decision shall be publicized without naming the Student or any identifying detail.

Dr. Yuval Karniel

The Disciplinary Officer
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