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THE RIGHT TO LIFE IN INTERNATIONAL :°%%3 1912 X7 *9IX2"1°27 0wma 0»n? N3 2y 21
.LAw (Bertrand G. Ramcharan ed., 1985)

:171%) G.A. Res. 217 A (lll), Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Dec. 10, 1948) 22
"Article 3: Everyone has the right to life, liberty :(o7x7 n1151 1272 091y X2 Y3% A11070
.and security of person”

Council of Europe, Convention for the Protection of Human Rights and Fundamental 23
"Article 2: :(QIX NM3TY NPDIVRA MIART :1977) Freedoms, Nov. 4, 1950, C.E.T.S. No. 005
(1) Everyone's right to life shall be protected by law. No one shall be deprived of his life
intentionally save in the execution of a sentence of a court following his conviction of a
crime for which this penalty is provided by law. (2) Deprivation of life shall not be
regarded as inflicted in contravention of this article when it results from the use of force
which is no more than absolutely necessary: (a) in defence of any person from
unlawful violence; (b) in order to effect a lawful arrest or to prevent the escape of a person
lawfully detained; (c) in action lawfully taken for the purpose of quelling a riot or
.insurrection”

United Nations International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, Dec. 19, 1966, 24
"Article 6: (1) : (D31 NPAITR NI7IOT 1372 NMIRDPAT MIART :7977) 999 UN.T.S. 171
Every human being has the inherent right to life. This right shall be protected by law.
No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his life. (2) In countries which have not abolished
the death penalty, sentence of death may be imposed only for the most serious crimes in
accordance with the law in force at the time of the commission of the crime and not
contrary to the provisions of the present Covenant and to the Convention on the Prevention
and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide. This penalty can only be carried out pursuant to
a final judgement rendered by a competent court. (3) When deprivation of life constitutes

543



YYUN 0 DYPOYI LAYN M0 Y9N NI Y

$TINRY TIDRMD VYN TINWH INTTATLNIINRT NUHRT 22 YD INXY MW
"Everyone has the right to »> ¥31p 0IX7 N1"37 7272 02w °X3 5% 719373 3 Yo
oMM OIR NIMDTY MDIVRA TINRY 2 YD ;life, liberty and security of person”
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26 DnYI QIR NIIOT? PRPPIDRT WX
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the crime of genocide, it is understood that nothing in this article shall authorize any
State Party to the present Covenant to derogate in any way from any obligation assumed
under the provisions of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the
Crime of Genocide. (4) Anyone sentenced to death shall have the right to seek pardon or
commutation of the sentence. Amnesty, pardon or commutation of the sentence
of death may be granted in all cases. (5) Sentence of death shall not be imposed for
crimes committed by persons below eighteen years of age and shall not be carried
out on pregnant women. (6) Nothing in this article shall be invoked to delay or to
prevent the abolition of capital punishment by any State Party to the present
.Covenant"

Organization of American States, American Convention on Human Rights, Nov. 22, 1969, 25
"Article 4 — Right to Life: (1) :(ACHR :721%) O.A.S.T.S. No. 36, 1144 UN.T.S. 123
Every person has the right to have his life respected. This right shall be protected by law
and, in general, from the moment of conception. No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his
Jdife"

African Charter on Human and Peoples Rights, June 27, 1981, CAB/LEG/67/3 rev. 5,21 26
I.L.M. 58 (1982): "Article 4: Human beings are inviolable. Every human being shall be
entitled to respect for his life and the integrity of his person. No one may be arbitrarily
.deprived of this right"

Yoram Dinstein, The Right to Life, Physical Integrity, and Liberty, in THE INTERNATIONAL 27
BILL OF RIGHTS — THE INTERNATIONAL COVENANT ON CIVIL AND POLITICAL RIGHTS 114,
.115 (Louis Henkin ed., 1981)

"All human beings are born :22 w771 »¥% 0787 17157 7272 0% °x2 952 A15OA% 1 /01X 28
free and equal in dignity and rights. They are endowed with reason and conscience and
.should act towards one another in a spirit of brotherhood"

9272 PRI TIBRT 5(1)15 /0,23 WA Y2 ,0IR DML ODIPRA MRk 2wk XY 29
High Commissioner for Human Rights (HCHR), ;4 '0,24 w711 2°¥% ,n1°2>7m1 nPAATR N7
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"The death penalty is the ultimate denial of human rights. It is the
premeditated and cold-blooded killing of a human being by the state. This
cruel, inhuman and degrading punishment is done in the name of
justice."130
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Community v. Paraguay, Inter-Am. Ct. H.R. (ser. C) No. 125 (June 17, 2005), available
at www.corteidh.or.cr/docs/casos/articulos/seriec_125_ing.pdf; Sawhoyamaxa
Indigenous Community v. Paraguay, Inter-Am. Ct. H.R. (ser. C) No. 146 (March 29,
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"The protection of the environment is likewise a vital part of contemporary
human rights doctrine, for it is a sine qua non for numerous human rights such
as the right to health and the right to life itself. It is scarcely necessary to
elaborate on this, as damage to the environment can impair and undermine all
the human rights spoken of in the Universal Declaration and other human
rights instruments."402
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CHALLENGES OF CLIMATE CHANGE 199 (1998): "How valid is the argument that a human
right to a sound environment can be derived from existing rights to life, health, and an
adequate standard of living? It is suggested that there is no logical rationale for this
argument... [These rights] are obviously closely connected to the state of the environment
because their realisation, in part, depends upon protection of the environment. However,
this connection does not alone justify recognition of a distinct human right to a sound
environment... [P]rotection of the environment is a prerequisite to assuring all human
rights. Thus failure to provide environmental protection can amount to a violation of basic
human rights. But... this may not be sufficient to protect the environment adequately"
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healthy environment. Everyone shall, within the scope of their powers and activities,
accord particular attention to the protection of human health, nature and the human
.environment"
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.Mullin v. Administrator, Union Territory of Delhi, AIR 1981 SC 746 (India) 411

%1 .Indian Council for Enviro-Legal Action v. Union of India, AIR 1996 SC 1446 (India) 412
T. Damodhar Rao v. Municipal Corp. of Hyderabad, AIR 1987 AP 171, 181: "The :a3
slow poisoning by the polluted atmosphere caused by environmental pollution and
spoliation should also be treated as amounting to violation of Article 21 of the
Constitution"; Olga Tellis v. Bombay Municipal Corporation, AIR 1986 SC 180: "...no
person can live without the means of living, that is, the means of livelihood. If the right to
livelihood is not treated as part of the Constitutional right to life, the easiest way of
depriving a person of his right to life would be to deprive him of his means of livelihood to
the point of abrogation. Such deprivation would not only denude the life of its effective
.content and meaningfulness but it would make life impossible to live"
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"In principle, the right not arbitrarily to be deprived of one's life applies also in
hostilities. The test of what is an arbitrary deprivation of life, however, then
falls to be determined by the applicable lex specialis, namely, the law
applicable in armed conflict which is designed to regulate the conduct of
hostilities. Thus whether a particular loss of life, through the use of a certain
weapon in warfare, is to be considered an arbitrary deprivation of life contrary
to Article 6 of the Covenant, can only be decided by reference to the law
applicable in armed conflict and not deduced from the terms of the Covenant
itself."429
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