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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya

Disciplinary File No. 28/2009
In the Matter of Student A (hereinafter: The Student)

1.

August 30, 2009
Decision

At the time of doing the acts of which the Student has been accused she was in her second year of
studies in Government at the International School of the Interdisciplinary Center. The Student was
originally accused of copying and later the accusation was changed to breaching the provisions of
clauses 2(a) and 2(f) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter:
""The Disciplinary Code").

The original complaint stated that after checking a homework assignment constituting 20% of the
final grade (hereinafter: "The Paper"), the Student submitted in the course "Introduction to
Political Theories" (hereinafter "The Course") which she is taking for the second time, suspicion
had arisen that she had copied from different Internet sources without citing the sources in her
Paper. Consequently the Student was accused of breaching clauses 2(a), 2(e), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q) of
the Disciplinary Code.

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the Student representing herself and represented by
Mr. Alon Brief, a representative of the Student Union (the observer on behalf of the Student Union
was Mr. Yoav Zuz), were heard during the hearing held before me in the presence of Ms. Shir
Peer, the coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee, on Monday, the 24th of August 2009 (Ms.
Ricky Vanunu recorded the protocol in English).

During the hearing the Student admitted to infracting the provisions and explained that her
Grandfather was hospitalized abroad (in France) and thus she returned home to her family. Later,
to her regret, her grandfather passed away. During that difficult period she was also ill and thus
she sent an email to the Lecturer asking to submit the paper by email. The Lecturer agreed and the
Student sent the paper by email. However, it turned out that the file she attached to the email was
not the correct file (the Paper). When the Student realized this she sent another email with an
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attachment (the correct Paper) but the paper was sent without the references included. In addition
to the above, the Student's computer collapsed (a document verifying this was presented).
In conclusion the combination of the events is what led to the offense, according to the

representative of the student.

4. In light of the Student's admission to the amended accusation, I hereby convict the Student of

infracting directives (clauses 2(a) and 2( f) of the Disciplinary Code).

5. As for punishment — The honorable Complainant clarified that in light of the circumstances
which the student presented to us, the fact that this is her first offense, disqualification of the paper
and conditional punishment for any similar offense and/or any offense of deception for the entire
period of her studies towards her bachelor's degree as well as a warning is suffice in her opinion.
In light of all of the aforesaid and taking into account the Complainant's stand I have decided to

impose the following punishment on the student:

a. Disqualification of the course.
b. A warning.

c. Conditional suspension for one semester for any offense of disobeying instructions
concerning homework assignments: conditional suspension for two semesters for any
offense of deception. The double condition will apply to the entire duration of the
Student's studies towards her bachelor's degree.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student or providing any identifying
details.

Adyv. Assaf Porat
In Charge of Discipline
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