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"[In] science, the concept of causation has been developed in the context
of explaining phenomena by reference to the relationship between
conditions and occurrences. In law, on the other hand, problems of
causation arise in the context of ascertaining or apportioning legal
responsibility for a given occurrence... a person may be responsible for
damage when his or her wrongful conduct is one of anumber of conditions
sufficient to produce that damage... it is for the plaintiff to establish
that his or her injuries are ‘caused or were materially contributed to'
by the defendant's wrongful conduct... Generally speaking, that causal
connection is established if it appears that the plaintiff would have not
sustained his or her injuries had the defendant not been negligent."!>
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"It is necessary to distinguish between primary facts and inferences or
evaluations. What actually happened; how an accident occurred; whether
the plaintiff did this or the defendant did that; what part was played by
third parties, and so forth — all these are questions of primary fact.

Usually the judge decides what the primary facts of the case were after
hearing the evidence... When all findings of fact which are necessary or
relevant have been made, the judge will proceed to the second stage of
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