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The English version of this Decision immediately follows
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"The constant stress and fear for failure clouded my judgment, leading me :NaN9M2 MVITIVON SV M PIN P9 2
down a regretful path. T acknowledge the severe lapse in my moral compass and the damage it has caused my character
and integrity. I deeply regret and sincerely apologize for my actions."
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Disciplinary Case No. 22/2023
Regarding the Student A — (hereinafter: the Student).
July 5, 2023

Decision

a. Introduction

1. The Student is currently in her second year of studies towards a bachelor's degree at the
Raphael Recanati International School at Reichman University. The student was accused in
a disciplinary complaint (dated November 6, 2022), based on a detailed complaint letter
from Lecturer A regarding suspicion of cheating on a home exam, administered on Zoom,
at the end of the second semester of her first year in the 2021-2022 academic year (the
complaint was sent on July 7, 2022). Alternatively, according to the honorable
complainant, there is suspicion of infracting the directives concerning the home exam.
Therefore, the student was accused of violating sections 2(c) and/or 2(f) of Reichman
University's Disciplinary Regulations (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations").

2. The honorable complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the lecturer who filed the complaint,
honorable Lecturer A -; Coordinator of the Disciplinary Committees and Registrar of the
Hebrew Protocol, Ms. Orit Laser; English Protocol Registrar, Ms. Francis Laro and the
student herself, who, for her own reasons, decided to waiver representation, were present at
the hearing regarding the student that was held before me on Thursday, June 22, 2023 (at
10:45 a.m.).

b. The question of guilt
3. It should be noted that the student immediately confessed to cheating. This she did both

in the letter of apology written by her and forwarded to me before the hearing, and in her
detailed testimony before me.!
4. After hearing the student's testimony and in light of her full and honest confession, both

written and oral, as stated, I found that the student had indeed committed an act of cheating

! The student explained that she spent most of her first year at home abroad and later directly described to us how she
was assisted by a private tutor during the Zoom exam she took from her home abroad. The student went on to explain
that the pressure she was under and the fear of failing led her to commit the wrongful act (see her oral testimony and her
statements in her letter).
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on a home exam and therefore she should be convicted of violating section 2(c) of the
Disciplinary Regulations.
5. As a side note to the conviction, the vigilance of the learned lecturer, who identified the

suspicions that led to a conviction in this case, should be commended.

c. The question of punishment

6. Before us is a serious case of violation of academic integrity by using a foreign entity —
a private tutor — during an exam administered on Zoom. This case deserves full
condemnation and warrants severe punishment. After the fact, I decided on a certain
reduction in severity, in light of the fact that the Student immediately admitted to the
facts of the case after she was accused and even apologized.?

7. In light of the conviction, as stated in paragraph 4 above, and after hearing the parties
regarding the question of punishment and weighing the matter carefully, I hereby impose
the following punishment on the student as follows:

(1) Disqualification of the exam and course which is the subject of the complaint.

(2) Punishment of actual suspension for one semester. The suspension shall take effect

the first semester of the 2023-2024 academic vear.?

(3) A conditional sentence of expulsion from studies for eternity for any disciplinary

offense based on an element of fraud. The condition shall remain in effect from this

moment onward and throughout the remaining period of the Student’s studies.

This decision shall be published without mentioning the student's name or any other identifying

detail.

2 Hereinafter are some of the Student’s statements in her letter: "The constant stress and fear for failure clouded my
judgment, leading me down a regretful path. I acknowledge the severe lapse in my moral compass and the damage it
has caused my character and integrity. I deeply regret and sincerely apologize for my actions."

3 In light of the admission of the facts of the unfortunate case and the student's personal circumstances, and in order to
be a bit considerate towards her, I am willing to allow her to request that the actual date of suspension be changed to
the second semester of 2024.
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The right to appeal before the Appeals Committee, via Ms. Shir Peer, within 30 days, as stated in

section 5 of the Disciplinary Regulations.

g

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer
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