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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya pays tribute to

MIRIAM ADELSON

Dr. Miriam Adelson, M.D. has dedicated her life’s work to the medical, social
and educational advancement of Israeli society.

Through her stellar career in internal medicine, Dr. Adelson established
unique expertise in the subject of chemical dependency and drug addiction. Her
insight as a researcher and her pioneering initiative in establishing medical care
facilities has led to international recognition in the fight against drugs in Israel
and in the United States.

Born in Tel Aviv and growing up in Haifa, Dr. Adelson earned a Bachelor of
Science degree in Microbiology and Genetics from the Hebrew University. After two
years of service as a biological researcher in the Israeli Army, Dr. Adelson continued
her studies, graduating magna cum laude from the Tel Aviv University School of
Medicine. Dr. Adelson went on to serve as Head Physician of Internal Medicine as
well as Emergency Medicine at Rokach (Hadassah) Hospital in Tel Aviv.

In 1986 Dr. Adelson was invited to serve as Guest Researcher and Associate
Physician at Rockefeller University Medical Center in New York City, where she
continues to serve until today. In this position, she studied chemical dependency
and drug addiction, exploring the spread of HIV among drug addicts.

Witnessing the depths of the drug crisis firsthand, Dr. Adelson understood
the risks to her homeland of Israel. Along with her husband Sheldon, Dr. Adelson
committed herself to her life’s work: the Dr. Miriam and Sheldon G. Adelson
Clinic for Drug Abuse Treatment and Research, established in Tel Aviv in 1993
with a goal of preventing the spread of HIV before it reached epidemic levels. This
research and treatment program was the first in Israel to achieve hospital afhiliation,
sending the clear message that narcotic addiction is a treatable disease.

Dr. Adelson established drug rehabilitation centers in Israel and in the
Unite States, providing hope and opportunity for thousands of addicts.
Dr. Adelson has published numerous scientific articles concerning the influence
of drug addiction on the immune system, and today she continues to advise
rehabilitation clinics throughout the world.

In addition to her research and treatment activities, Dr. Adelson and her
husband Sheldon support education and social welfare projects throughout Israel
and in Jewish communities worldwide. In memory of her parents and family
members who died in the Shoah, she contributed greatly to the establishment
of the New Museum of Holocaust Art at Yad Vashem. Dr. Adelson was named
by President George W. Bush to serve on the United States Holocaust Memorial
Council in Washington, D.C. The Adelsons are also passionate and generous
supporters of the Birthright Israel (Taglit) program, bringing youth from across
all Jewish diaspora to Israel, some of whom then chose to live their lives here.

In recognition of her exceptional contributions to treatment, education and
social welfare, and honoring her dedication and caring for the State of Israel
and the Jewish people, Dr. Miriam Adelson is hereby named an

Honorary Fellow
of the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Prof. Uriel Reichman
President
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