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"...it is not enough to say that liberals believe in toleration. The question is,
what sort of toleration? Historically, liberals have believed in a very specific
notion of tolerance — one which involves freedom of individual conscience,
not just collective worship. Liberals tolerance protects the right of individuals
to dissent from their group, as well as the right of groups not to be persecuted
by the state. It limits the power of illiberal groups to restrict the liberty of their
own members, as well as the power of illiberal states to restrict the liberty of
collective worship.

This shows, I think, that liberals have historically seen autonomy and
tolerance as two sides of the same coin. What distinguishes liberal tolerance is
precisely its commitment to autonomy — that is, the idea that individuals

should be free to assess and potentially revise their existing ends..."14
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"[lliberal minorities challenge toleration not simply because they are so
different from those usually welcomed by regimes of equal freedom but,
importantly, because they seek to remove themselves from practices of a
common life. Political engagement is precisely what they do not seek; rather
they desire to be allowed a separate space from the majority culture and

society."114
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