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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya

November 11, 2013

Disciplinary File 31/2013
In the Matter of Student A (Hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

Introduction

1.

The case under discussion involves a student studying at the International School of the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. A complaint was filed against the Student accusing him
of committing offenses under sections 2(a), 2(f), and 2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations
(hereinafter: '"The Disciplinary Regulations") for not adhering to the uniform citation
rules on an academic paper which constitutes 15% of the final grade in the course
(hereinafter: "the paper").

On October 27, 2013, a hearing was held in regard to this case with the participation of
the Honorable Complainant Ms. Orly Shaked, the accused Student, a Representative of
the Student Union who argued on behalf of the Student, Ms. Shir Peer, Committee
Coordinator and the undersigned.

Even prior to the commencement of the hearing the Student admitted to committing the
offenses of which he has been accused and took full responsibility for his actions as
detailed in his letter dated August 1, 2013. He claimed that indeed he did not adhere to
noting several sources among the references cited in his paper. He claimed that he wanted
to expand his knowledge on the subject of the work and thus he used sources in addition
to the ones the Lecturer requested the students read, but he did not note those references.

In any case, the Student's Representative explained that the infraction of the instructions
on writing papers stemmed from the fact, inter alia, that the Student is in his first year of
academic studies and he is not accustomed to writing academic papers. In addition, he did
not completely understand the lecturer's instructions concerning citation of additional
references which were not included in the references the students were required to read
for the assignment. The Honorable Complainant also noted that she believes the Student's
version of events which concerns an innocent mistake stemming from inexperience. I also
am under the impression that this was the case.

In light of the Student's admission to committing the offenses of which he has been
accused, I am convicting him of the sections listed at the beginning of this decision.

As for the appropriate punishment under the circumstances it should be noted that despite
the aforesaid, we cannot ignore the fact that the Student was negligent and ignored the
Lecturer's instructions concerning the assignment. If the instructions about writing the
assignment are not clear it is the Student's responsibility to ask the Lecturer for
clarification in order to prepare the assignment in accordance with the instructions.
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7. While taking into account all the considerations before me including the type of offense,
the scope of the assignment, the Student being in his first year of studies, the fact that the
Student took full responsibility for his actions, I have reached the conclusion that the
appropriate punishment under the circumstances is as follows:

a. Disqualification of the course.

b. Conditional suspension from studies for one semester. The condition shall remain
valid for one year and shall become effective should the Student be convicted of an
offense similar to the one in this case.

b. Fifteen hours of community service under the supervision of the Dean of
Student Affairs Office at the Interdisciplinary Center. The Student shall not
receive entitlement to his degree before he has completed this service.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student.

Adv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer



