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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Disciplinary File No. 10/2010
In the Matter of Student A — (Hereinafter: The Student)

1.

March 9, 2010
Decision

The Student is in his second year of studies towards his bachelor's degree in Law and Business
Education at the Radzyner School of Law of the Interdisciplinary Center. The Student was
accused of offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(h), 2(j), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Code of the
Disciplinary Center for not obeying Lecture A's instructions (hereinafter: "the Lecturer") in the
course "Microeconomics". He has been accused of disrupting the class, of behaving
disrespectful towards the Lecturer and acting in contrast to behavior expected of a student at
the Interdisciplinary Center as detailed in the complaint letter of the Lecturer and the Dean of
Students. In order to avoid identification of the Student the circumstances of the three
incidents associated with the Student shall not be detailed herein (For this matter see the Letter

of the Lecturer addressed to the Dean of Students dated June 25, 2009).

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the Student representing himself and
represented by the Student Union Representative, Mr. Alon Brief, and the honorable witnesses
on behalf of the Complainant, - Prof. Eli (Eliezer) Berkowitz (The Dean of the School of
Business Administration), Dr. Yitzhak Oron (the Dean of Students) and the Lecturer, as well
as witnesses on behalf of the Student, all students of the School of Law — Ms. XX, Mr. XX
and Mr. YY were heard during the hearing held before me in the presence of Ms. Shir Peer,
the coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee on Sunday the 6™ of December 2009, the 19™
of Keslev 5770 (the first session), on Monday, the 28" of December 2009, the 11" of Tevet
5770 (session 2) and on Thursday, the 4™ of March, 2010, the 18" of Adar 5770 (session 3).

I would like to note that the delay in hearing this case was the result of circumstances
dependent solely on the Student (exams, travel abroad, etc.) and at his request.

At the opening of the hearing the honorable Complainant repeated the main accusations and
had three witnesses testify who presented clear, unambiguous and unequivocal testimony

about the incidents while highlighting the rules of behavior expected of all the students at the
Interdisciplinary Center (session 1). Though the Student first asked to completely deny
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committing the offenses and for this he even found three students to testify on his behalf
(session 2), later he withdrew his denial and admitted to part of the accusations. Furthermore
he was willing to apologize for the improper incidents (session 3), and in my opinion it was

good that he did so.

During arguments for punishment (the third and final session of this hearing) and in light of
my proposal the parties reached an agreement concerning punishment whereby a warning,
community service and conditional punishment would be imposed on the Student before

apologizing to the Lecturer.

In light of the Student withdrawing his denial, the testimony heard and the documents
presented for my review I have decided to convict the student of the offenses of which he
has been accused — breach of clauses 2(a), 2(h), 2(j), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary

Regulations.

As for punishment, disrupting the orderly process of instruction at the Interdisciplinary
Center is an act we cannot accept. Any disruption harms the quality of the lesson which
in turn affects all the students in the class; students who spend a great deal of their time
attending lectures and also invest a great amount of their money, all in order to enjoy the
best of higher education at a leading academic institute. This is the reason that the
honorable deans Prof. Berkowitz and Dr. Oron, at the time believed and still believe that
severe measures should be taken against anyone who disturbs the orderly process of
instruction. The disruptive student should be brought before a disciplinary hearing as a
deterrence. Regarding this matter I agree with their scholarly opinion. Consequently, the
Student in this case has been brought before a disciplinary hearing (see the unequivocal
testimony of the Deans in the Protocol of the session held on December 6, 2009).

While taking into consideration the above and the special circumstances of this case, the
parties' viewpoint is acceptable and I have decided that punishment of a warning, (15) hours
of community service as part of the community service at the Interdisciplinary Center
supervised by the Dean of Students and conditional suspension for a period of one
semester for any offense involving any type of behavior for which the student is punished
in this file and/or for any offense involving dishonesty. The conditional punishment shall

accompany the student throughout 5 semesters — the remainder of his studies — beginning
this semester, the 2" semester of 2010.
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Furthermore, the student must provide a copy of the letter of apology he wrote and
delivered to the Lecturer within seven days of the date of this decision.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student and any of the witnesses that are
students and may assist in revealing the identity of the Student.

Adv. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer
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