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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center, Herzliya
April 29, 2013

Disciplinary File 11/2013
In the Matter of Student A (Hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

1. The case under discussion involves a student in her last year of studies at the
Interdisciplinary Center. The Student has been accused of committing disciplinary
offenses under sections 2(a), 2(c) 2(f), 2(k) and 2(r) of the Disciplinary Regulations of
the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: **The Disciplinary Regulations") for copying
from a sheet prepared in advance during an exam.

2. On April 25, 2013 a hearing was held in the presence of the Honorable Complainant
Ms. Orly Shaked, Ms. Ariella Rada, the stand-in Committee Coordinator, a
Representative of the Student Union, the Student and the undersigned.

3. At the beginning of the hearing, the Student admitted to committing the offenses of which
she has been accused, took full responsibility for her actions and expressed her sincere
regret. It is apparent from the Student's statements that she understood and internalized the
severity as well as the implications of her actions. The Student stated again to me that this
was a one-time slip-up which is not characteristic of her values and her behavior in
general, and during studies towards her degree. Furthermore, she added that during the
period before the exam she was under pressure and stress due to her personal — familial
circumstances and perhaps that contributed to her blunder which is the subject of the case
under discussion.

4. As stated, this case involves copying on an exam. It is hereby emphasized that we cannot
accept any reality wherein students choose to deviate from the honest path in order to
succeed on an exam, whatever the circumstances may be. Behavior of this type, whereby

a student excels in academic studies and achievements not based on his abilities, seriously
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damages the integrity and prestige of the academic institute and the other students who
work honestly and whose academic achievements are measured according to their abilities
and investment. It is our obligation to act, with every means possible, including through
deterrent punishment to eradicate the phenomena of cheating and academic dishonesty in
general and copying on exams in particular.

In light of the Student's admission to committing the acts of which she has been accused |

am convicting her of the offenses listed in paragraph 1.

. As for the question of punishment I will note that in general in offenses of this type the

appropriate punishment is suspension from studies for one semester. However, in the case

under discussion the Student is in her last semester of studies so there is no point or

purpose to imposing punishment of suspension. Nevertheless, due to the severity of the
act there is cause to impose substantial punishment. Therefore and in light of all of the
aforesaid | have decided to impose the following punishment:

a. Disqualification of the exam.

b. Postponement of conferring certification and/or verification testifying to
completion of her studies as detailed in section 3(a)(9) of the Regulations for 6
months beginning on the date of her entitlement to receive certification of
completion of her academic requirements.

c. Forty hours of community service in the framework of the community service
program supervised by the Dean of Student Affairs Office. The Student shall not
receive any certification testifying to entitlement to her degree before the said

community service has been completed.

This decision shall be publicized without noting the name of the Student.

Adv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer
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