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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

June 13, 2018
Disciplinary File 15/2018
In the matter of Student A — (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

1. This case concerns a Student from the Interdisciplinary Center who is accused of infracting
clauses 2(d) and/or 2(f) of the disciplinary regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center
(hereinafter: The Disciplinary Regulations) for submitting a seminar paper with which is
suspected of being purchased.

2. On Thursday the 17th of May 2018 a hearing was held in the presence of the Complainant, Ms.
Orly Shaked, the Committee Coordinator, Ms. Shir Peer, the Student Union Representative, Ophir
Gerber, the accused Student and the undersigned.

3. In the framework of a seminar in which the Student took part, she submitted her seminar paper
which constitutes 80% of the final grade (hereinafter: "the paper"). When checking the paper the
Lecturer suspected that parts of the paper were copied. From the examination that she conducted
seemingly the name of the paper, the contents and the references as appearing in the paper are
identical in the form of word for word to a seminar paper that appeared on a well-known Internet
site that sells academic papers.

4. It is important to note that the Lecturer did not locate the purchased paper since at the time it was
already not available for purchase on the site. Nonetheless, the name of the paper and the contents
were available on the Internet site and the Lecturer attached a print screen of the relevant
materials from the Internet site to the Letter of Complaint (dated March 8, 2018).

5. In the letter of response (April 2018) the Student admitted to the accusations against her and
expressed her deepest regrets for her conduct. She claimed that close to the time of submitting the
paper she was suffering from "anxiety and was in bad physical and mental condition" in her
words. Thus, she made an error in her judgement. During the hearing the Student again admitted
to the accusations against her and described in detail the personal events — medical — that she
experienced during the seminar and which, according to her claims, significantly contributed to
the error she made in choosing to purchase a seminar paper and submit it to the lecturer as though
it was her own paper.

6. Several days after the hearing the Student submitted to the Disciplinary Committee an additional
letter on her behalf (dated May 22, 2018) in which she referred, again, to several medical events
that she experienced and which she claimed affected her emotional state at the time that she
purchased the paper and/or close to it. The Student claimed that due to her declined emotional
state, or in her words, "the certain mood I was in during the entire time prior to the act", her
discretion was hindered and she made the terrible mistake of buying a seminar paper. In addition

2™7%70 MInn1an ™INn
info@idc.ac.il | 09 9568605 :oj7o | 09 9527272 :7v | www.idc.ac.il | 46150 ,n'72x2n 167 .T.n



B o

¥

*IMINNIAN
HirAah)

o

10.

11.

> .-

to the letter dated May 22, 2018 she submitted a letter from her physician that referred to the
medical events and implications on her mental state.

In light of the Student's admission that she bought the seminar paper and submitted it to the
Lecturer I hereby convict the Student of infracting clause 2(d) which concerns cheating on a
seminar paper.

Arguments for punishment: During the arguments for punishment the Student referred to her
activities in several projects at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya and her contribution during
her studies. She also extensively referred to her medical-emotional condition before purchasing
the paper. She also noted that in several months, the month of September 2018, she is supposed to
begin her legal internship at one of the largest and leading law firms in Israel. Thus, should she
not receive her entitlement to her degree she will have to cancel her internship. In the letter dated
May 22, 2018 she asked that we refrain from imposing punishment that will affect her ability to
begin her legal internship on time.

The Student Union Representative asked to take into account the fact that the Student is supposed
to begin her legal internship in a law firm very soon. Furthermore, he asked to take into
consideration the medical-emotional circumstances which he believes affected her discretion and
led to committing the offense under discussion in this case. According to the Student Union
Representative, this case involves extreme personal circumstances which justify significantly
taking them into consideration in the punishment. He added and argued that the Student was
supposed to complete her studies last year (5777) after four years of study and was compelled to
register for a fifth year, this year (5778) only in order to complete an additional seminar in place
of the seminar which is the subject of this case. According to him, even now there is a delay in the
completion of her studies even before the tribunal has set the punishment. In light of the
circumstances he has described the Student Union Representative asked to be considerate with the
Student and appease her punishment in order to allow her to begin her legal internship on time.

Decision Concerning the Punishment: This case concerns the acquisition of a seminar paper and
submitting it to the Lecturer as though it were her own. The Student attempted to deceive the
Lecturer with misrepresentation whereby the paper she submitted is the result of her own hard
work while she took no effort, even the least in writing it. It is not by chance that the Disciplinary
Regulations have determined that the punishment of expulsion for eternity shall be imposed in
cases in which the seminar paper is mainly not original.

The Student's claim that her medical-emotional condition before committing the offense affected
her discretion is rejected. I will explain this statement. There is no doubt that the Student
experienced a challenging and difficult period from the medical perspective. It is reasonable and
logical that the medical events weakened her opinion and affected her emotional state.
Nevertheless, we should recall that the medical events mentioned by the Student occurred in the
middle of 2017 and ended at about the month of September 2017 while the paper was actually
acquired only in March 2018. Before submitting the paper, in September 2017, the Student
submitted a presentation (instead of a presentation of her paper to the class) in September 2017,
based on the acquired paper.
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Moreover, the conduct of the Student towards the Lecturer as described in the Letter of Complaint
before handing in the paper, including the exchange of emails between them concerning, inter
alia, the choice of subjects of the paper and submission of the presentation (we cannot note the
content of the message in order to avoid exposing details of those involved in this case) attest to
the fact that the actions of the Student were well planned and for a long time. I got the impression
that the Student used her medical situation as an excuse in order to explain the reason she bought
the seminar paper and submitted it to the Lecturer.

Clearly, this is not a case of deviation and/or a mistake of a moment seemingly as a result of a
medical-emotional state. The opposite is true. This is an incident that was initiated, planned and
calculated. The Student had the opportunity — for several months — to regain her composure and
avoid submitting a paper that was bought however she chose, consciously, to submit the paper
with the hope that she would not get caught by the Lecturer.

It should be noted that this is not the first time the Student is brought before a disciplinary
proceeding. In the beginning of her academic studies, four years ago, the Student was convicted
of cheating on a homework assignment. In the previous decision the tribunal was considerate with
the Student, inter alia, because the incident occurred in the first semester of her studies and also
because the assignment constituted 3% of the final grade. Regretfully, it is apparent that the
Student did not internalize the wrongness of her actions and did not learn her lesson.

The Disciplinary Regulations has determined punishment of suspension for eternity for cases in
which the main part of a seminar paper is not original. This is the full force of justice. Setting
minimum punishment in which the tribunal is not able to take into consideration the personal
circumstances of the Student is problematic. A lack of discretion when determining punishment
while ignoring the personal circumstances of the Student can lead to significant distortion of the
law. The Disciplinary Regulations set minimum punishment in offenses of this type, inter alia in
order to set norms of behavior and deter students from cheating on academic papers. It seems to
me that in certain cases this can be achieved by means of imposing other severe punishment
which is not suspension for eternity while taking into consideration the personal circumstances of
each student.

In conclusion, punishment of expulsion for eternity in this case, where the Student has already
completed five years of study — with all that this implies from the academic, economic and social
perspective would constitute punishment that is too severe and too harsh. I found that punishment
of postponement in entitlement to her degree for a period of 4 years from the date she is entitled
to certification of the completion of her studies will constitute deterrent and appropriate
punishment which on the one hand takes into account the severity and circumstances of the
offense and on the other the personal circumstances of the Student.

Let us not be mistaken, though we have not exhausted the law with the Student and she was not
expelled for eternity, there is no dispute that delaying entitlement to her degree for 4 years is
severe and harsh punishment and thus I decided to emphasize the consequences of the punishment
as follows:
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a. Cancellation of the legal internship of the Student in September 2018 and inability to perform
her internship for the next 4 years;

b. The mere conviction for purchasing a seminar paper places doubt on the ability of the
Student to perform her legal internship in the future at any law firm and to be admitted to the
Israel Bar Association. As it is well known law students are obligated to declare before the
Bar Association (and at times in law firms) regarding convictions in disciplinary proceedings
before their internship. In other words, even if the student studies at the School of Law for 5
years, it is not at all certain that she will engage in the legal profession in the future.

c. The Student must register for an additional year of studies, i.e., her fifth year instead of four
years. Consequently, already now there is a delay of one year in the completion of her
studies. Together with the punishment imposed upon her she will complete her degree with a
postponement of 5 years from the original date in which she was presumed to complete her
studies had she not been convicted in this case.

d. Lack of certification that she has completed her academic studies for the next 4 years will
make it difficult for her in the job market.

18. Thus, it is very clear that the punishment imposed on the Student will dramatically change her
route in life. The price she is forced to pay for the deception she has done is unbearably heavy.
This is deterrent punishment which is intended to serve as a blatant warning light for the students.
This punishment expresses the severity that the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya associates with
deception on writing academic papers.

19. In light of the aforesaid, I have come to the conclusion that the appropriate and proper
punishment under the circumstances of this case is:

a. Postponement in bestowing entitlement to her degree or documents that attest to
completion of her studies for 4 years from the date the Student shall complete her
academic requirements and shall be entitled to certification of completion of her
studies.

b. Disqualification of the seminar which is the subject of this case.

¢. Conditional expulsion for eternity should the Student be convicted of cheating on a
seminar paper similar to the case under discussion. The punishment of expulsion shall
remain valid until the end of the 2018-2019 academic year.

This decision shall be publicized to the students without the personal details of the Student.

-

Pl

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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