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The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 43/2010
In the Matter of Student A (hereinafter: The Student)

September 15, 2010

Decision

A. INTRODUCTION

1.

The case below involves a student who has completed her third year of studies in
Communication at the Interdisciplinary Center.

During the exam in the course "From Solidarity to Individualism" (hereinafter: "the course"),
there was suspicion that the Student infracted the instructions concerning exams and a cellular
phone in operation was found in her personal satchel which rang during the exam. The details
appear in the complaint (hereinafter: "the Complaint".

Consequently the Student has been accused of infracting clauses 2(a), 2(f), 2(h), and 2(q) of the
Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "The Disciplinary Code").

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the Student who was represented by the Student
Union Representative Mr. Or Diskin and a witness on her behalf, Dr. Yariv Ben Eliezer were
heard during the hearing held before me on Tuesday the 25th of August 2010.

B. HEARING

3.

The Honorable Complainant recounted the accusations that the Student had a cellular phone in
operation which rang during the exam. The Complainant noted that this is the second offence
concerning the same issue and therefore a warning is not enough and disciplinary action must be
taken.

The Student admitted that the phone range and apologized for the incident. She testified that she
had turned off the phone but did not take out the battery and that this is a matter of an bona fide
error and human mistake and negligence. The Student has taken responsibility for her actions
which were done without any intent to do wrong. The Student Union Representative asked to
emphasize and to claim that this is a bona fide case of breaching instructions and disqualification
of the exam would mean suspension for one year. The witness, Dr. Ben Eliezer testified that this
is a case of a mistake and error and her studies should not be effected.

Therefore, based on her admission of guilt the Student is convicted of infracting clauses 2(f)
and 2(k) of the Disciplinary Code.

C. PUNISHMENT

6.

The Honorable Complainant asked to impose appropriate punishment on the Student under the
circumstances and no less than 80 hours of community service. The Student Union
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Representative asked to impose punishment of only a warning without disqualifying the exam
and suggested community service in light of the circumstances of this case.

7. The Student, as stated, expressed her sincere regret and willingness to bear the punishment but
asked that it be proportionate to the case at hand.

8.  After weighing all the considerations while balancing between them by giving weight on the one
hand to the character of the act of the Student which is mainly a bona fide mistake and on the
other hand to fact that she took full responsibility and expressed her sincere regret, I have
decided to impose the following punishment:

1. Reprimand.

2. 80 hours of community service in the framework of the volunteer program at the
Interdisciplinary Center, under the supervision of the Dean of Students office. The
Student shall not receive certification of completion of her degree until she has fulfilled
the community service.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student or any identifying detail.

Dr. Yuval Karniel

The Disciplinary Officer
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