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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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Appeal Committee — The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliva

Before: Dr. Hillel Sommer — Chairman
Dr. Orit Tykocinski
Mr. Lior Reshef-Deri

Appeal on the Decision given on October 5, 2010 in Disciplinary File 44/2010 by Dr. Yuval
Karniel, the disciplinary officer, in the matter of Student A

On behalf of the Appellant: Mr. Or Diskin
On behalf of the Complainant: Ms. Orly Shaked
Decision

Factual Background and the Decision of the Disciplinary Officer Regarding the Subject of this

Appeal

1. The Appellant completed his first year of studies in Business Administration at the
Interdisciplinary Center. The Appellant was convicted of cheating on an exam in the course
"Mathematics II" (hereinafter: "the course") by having forbidden material (a page of formulas)
which he hid in the cover of his calculator as detailed in the complaint (hereinafter: "the
complaint").

2. The Student admitted to bringing the calculator with the forbidden material into the exam, but
claimed that the calculator was given to him by his friend, without knowing that there was
forbidden material in the cover. The friend, who is a student at "Shinkar", testified that he
prepared the cheat sheet and put it in the calculator, without telling the Appellant and without
knowing what material the Appellant needed. According to the witness, he checked what material
was needed on the Internet and did so to help his friend.

3. The Disciplinary Officer determined that the testimony was clearly not credible, whereby the
witness displayed discomfort and obvious signs that he was not telling the truth. The story itself
was unreasonable and the Disciplinary Officer rejected it stating that it was "a serious attempt to
mislead and to give false evidence to the Disciplinary Committee".

4. It should be mentioned that the Student is a combatant and a commander of an elite unit in IDF,
and claimed that special events that his unit encountered during the relevant period had
implications on him.

5. The Disciplinary Officer imposed a year of suspension on the Appellant.

6. The Appellant filed the appeal in which he repeated all of his claims.

Retraction of the Appeal
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On the eve of the hearing apparently the Appellant's version of the events, which the Disciplinary
Officer did not believe was credible from the start, suffered from additional difficulties whereby,
inter alia, the handwriting on the cheat sheet found in the cover of the calculator was so similar to
that of the Appellant that it is seemingly his cheat sheet.

This fact, which has completely pulled the rug out from under the claim of "the friend", was
brought to the attention of the Appellant who asked to retract his appeal and only asked to
postpone the timing of the punishment by one semester.

The Hearing Before Us

0.

10.

11.

The Appellant appeared before us and expressed his regret. Unfortunately, it was difficult to
believe that the Appellant has internalized the severity of his actions. This is not "only" a case of a
well-planned cheat sheet, but a pack of blatant lies in which the Student involved his friend as
well. Even though the Appellant was given several opportunities to end the web of lies he decided
to stand by them.

Unfortunately, even the regret he expressed to us today did not seem credible. The statements of
the Appellant were written on a slip of paper and part of his version regarding the issues remained
perplexing even today.

The Complainant, for reasons of her own did not file a counter appeal regarding the punishment,
but she stated that she is considering filing a separate complaint regarding perjury (the conviction
handed down by the Disciplinary Officer related to the perjury as a serious circumstance of the
offense of cheating on the exam, but the perjury did not constitute any part of the conviction of the
Student).

Conclusion

12.

13.

14.

The behavior of the student, and the dishonesty inherent therein should be denounced. Had the
appeal been for leniency of the punishment we would not have hesitated in imposing a more
severe punishment under these circumstances. It is one thing to get caught committing an
academic offense such as cheating on an exam. It is another thing, much more severe, to stand by
denials and lies and cynically and perversely involve false witnesses to the point of abusing the
empathy the Interdisciplinary Center bestows upon students with impressive security backgrounds.

The behavior of the Appellant is contrary to the basic values of the Interdisciplinary Center
concerning freedom and responsibility. The Center expects students who are caught committing a
disciplinary offense to tell the truth and not provide a fabricated version of events in order to
justify their actions. Students who lie to the disciplinary authorities need to be properly punished.

The punishment imposed by the Disciplinary Officer shall remain as is.

Given today, Tuesday, the 11" of Heshvan 5770 (October 19, 2010).

Prof. Orit Tykocinski Dr. Hillel Sommer Mr. Lior Reshef-Deri
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