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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 50/2010
In the Matter of Students A and B (hereinafter: The Students)

October 21, 2010

Decision

A. INTRODUCTION

1.

The case below involves students who have completed their second year of studies in Business
Administration at the Interdisciplinary Center. After checking a homework assignment
(hereinafter: "the paper") submitted in the course "Research Methods" (hereinafter: "the
course") suspicion has arisen that the Students infracted instructions concerning homework
assignments by copying from another paper submitted in the past in the course which was given
in previous years. The details are presented in the letter of complaint (hereinafter: "the
complaint").

Consequently the Students have been accused of infracting clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(e), 2(f),
2(j), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter:
"The Disciplinary Code").

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the Students and Mr. Or Diskin, the Student
Union Representative, were heard during the hearing held before me in the presence of Ms. Shir
Peer, the coordinator of the Disciplinary Committee, on Tuesday the 7th of September 2010. In
addition the testimony of the course Lecturer, Dr. Arie Rotem was also heard.

B. HEARING

The Honorable Complainant repeated the accusations against the Students and the suspicion that
the Students copied extensive parts of their paper from another paper which was submitted in the
past in this course.

The Student admitted to the facts, that they used a paper submitted in the past in the course and
apologized. However the students insisted that they did not copy. Dr. Rotem, the Lecturer of the
course, testified that in his opinion this is a case of copy and paste, in other words blatant copying
of large portions of the paper. The Students noted that they studied, invested time, and used the
older paper only for its format and not its essence.

As a result, based on the Students' admission to the facts they are convicted of infracting
clauses 2(a), 2(f) 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Code
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C. PUNISHMENT
6. The Honorable Complainant requested that the Students receive punishment of disqualification
of the course and suspension for one semester.

7. The Students expressed their regret and noted that now they would have done the work
differently, but then they didn't think that their actions and copying were wrong. The Student
Union Representative asked that only conditional punishment be imposed. He noted that the
homework assignment constitutes only 10% of the grade and asked to take into consideration the
Students' resumes which include volunteer service, honors and clean records.

8. After weighing all the considerations while balancing between them by giving weight to the
offense the Students committed and the scope of the use of the earlier paper, as well as their
sincere regret, I have decided to impose the following punishment:

1. Reprimand.

2. Disqualification of the paper and the course.

3. Conditional punishment whereby if the Students shall commit any offense of dishonesty
during the remainder of their studies at the Center they will immediately be expelled

for eternity.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Students.

Dr. Yuval Karniel

The Disciplinary Officer
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