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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

August 14, 2016

Disciplinary File 23/2016
In the Matter of Student A (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

Introduction

1.

The case under discussion concerns a Student from the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. A
complaint was filed against the Student accusing him of committing disciplinary offenses and
infracting clauses 2(d) and/or 2(f) and/or 2(m) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the
Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations"). After checking a seminar
paper suspicion arose that parts were copied from different sources.

On August 7, 2016 a hearing was held with the participation of the Complainant, Ms. Orly
Shaked, Committee Coordinator, Ms. Shir Peer, the accused student, a Representative of the
Student Union, Ms. Shine Shacham and the undersigned. In addition, the Course Lecturer
appeared before the tribunal and gave his testimony.

Upon checking the paper the Lecturer suspected that parts of the paper were copied word for
word and/or rewritten from different sources. After an in-depth and intensive investigation
conducted by the Lecturer on internet sites, many parts of the seminar paper were found to be
copied form different sources — academic and non-academic — without any citation whatsoever in
the paper.

On July 8, 2016 the Student submitted his response to the accusations against him. If I provide a
short and concise summary of his main arguments I would say that he believes it was an innocent
mistake and he had no intention of copying or deceiving the Lecturer in any manner whatsoever.

During the hearing itself the Student and his representative noted that indeed parts of the paper
were copied without citing them. However, again he claimed as he did in his written response, he
had no intention of copying and/or deceiving the Lecturer and this was the case of an innocent
mistake and carelessness.

In light of the Student's response at the hearing it was clarified to him that copying complete
paragraphs from academic and other sources without citing them while creating a form of
misrepresentation as though the paper was his own fruits of labor constitutes cheating and
misrepresentation on an academic paper. It was also clarified to the Student that his claims of an
innocent mistake, are completely rejected. A student of law in his final years of study would
surely know or to my regret should have known that copying from different sources without
citing or relating to them constitutes cheating on an academic paper. And this is exactly so in
regards to the paper which is the subject of the case under discussion.
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In any case, there is no dispute that complete sections of the Student's work were copied from
different sources — some word for word — without citing the source. The Student did not provide a
reasonable explanation for the claims made against him. Thus I am convicting the Student of
infracting clause 2(d) of the Disciplinary Regulations or misrepresentation on a seminar paper.

Arguments for punishment: During the arguments for punishment the Complainant noted that
since the Student has already completed his studies she cannot ask for suspension. Thus she asked
to impose punishment of postponement of bestowing the Student the entitlement to his degree
according to the Disciplinary Officer's punishment.

The Student Union Representative noted that the Student had no intention of copying and
deceiving the course lecturer and whatever he did was done innocently. She also argued that the
Student expressed his sincere regret for what happened and the disciplinary proceedings caused
him a great deal of anguish. In conclusions the Student Union Representative requested that we
refrain from imposing community service due to economic-family constraints of the Student but
this is not the place to discuss them. The Complainant accepted the request of the Student Union
Representative regarding the community service.

As stated, this case involves copying on a seminar paper. Parts of the Student's paper were copied
without citing the sources and with the intention of misrepresentation where it would seem that
the accused Student is the one who had written the ideas and arguments presented in his paper.
Seemingly the Student chose the easy way by submitting his seminar paper without putting forth
much effort and not based on his true abilities. Under normal conditions the Student would have
been suspended from studies. However, due to the fact that the Student already completed his
studies we cannot impose punishment of suspension from studies. Nonetheless, in light of the
severity of the offense other significant punishment like postponement in granting the entitlement
to his degree should be imposed on the Student as requested by the Complainant. It is noteworthy
that punishment of postponement of entitlement to his degree may greatly affect the Student's
professional and economic future, i.e., the ability to begin his legal internship in the near future.
It should also be noted that the mere conviction of an offense of deception in writing a seminar
paper will prevent the Student from taking the Bar exams on time and will make it difficult for
him to be accepted to the Bar Association.

A Student who chooses to copy on a seminar paper must internalize that he himself is
jeopardizing his academic, professional and economic future. Moreover, a law student surely
knows or unfortunately should have known, that conviction on copying on a seminar paper may
prevent him from engaging in the legal profession or unfortunately will delay him from doing so.
I am sorry that the Student with his improper conduct has harmed his professional and economic
future, which is following hard work of more than 4 years of academic studies. However, he has
no one to blame but himself by choosing to crudely violate the rules of ethics.

In summing up the aforesaid I have found it appropriate to accept the request of the Complainant
and impose on the student postponement in entitlement to his degree, as there is no possibility of
suspending him and as the conviction and postponement in his entitlement to his degree can truly
affect and impose difficulties on the Student's professional and economic future. The severity of
the offense and the adamant necessity to protect the academic integrity of the Interdisciplinary

A"7¥10 MINnIan MInn
info@idc.ac.il | 09 9568605 :o7o | 09 9527272 70 | www.idc.ac.il | 46150 ,n*7xn 167 .1.n



<<
¥

*TMNN1an
¥

R

" ..

Center Herzliya has resulted in the decision that the proper and appropriate punishment under the
circumstances of this case is as follows:

a. Postponement of one year in the Student's entitlement to his degree. The postponement
will commence from the day the Student has completed all of his academic
requirements and is entitled to receive certification of his degree.

b. Disqualification of the course.

This decision shall be publicized to the students.

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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