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The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 42/2010
In the Matter of Student A (hereinafter: The Student)

September 19, 2010

Decision

A. INTRODUCTION

1.

The case below involves a student who has completed her studies in Law and Government at the
Interdisciplinary Center.

After checking her final seminar paper (hereinafter: "the paper") in the course "Special Topics in
Law in Israel" (hereinafter: "the course"), under the guidance of Prof. Amnon Rubenstein and
honorable Justice Dr. Michel Heshin (hereinafter: "the Lecturers") suspicion arose that the
Student copied. The details appear in the complaint (hereinafter: "the Complaint".
Consequently the Student has been accused of infracting clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(e), 2(f), 2(k)
and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "The
Disciplinary Code").

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the legal representative of the Interdisciplinary
Center, Adv. Iris Ilotovitz-Segal, the witness Adv. Liav Orgad, who checked the paper and the
Student who was represented by Adv. Rachel Toran and Adv. Ariel Salto were heard during the
hearing held before me in the presence of Ms. Shir Peer, the coordinator of the Disciplinary
Committee on Tuesday the 25th of August 2010.

B. HEARING

3.

The Honorable Complainant repeated the accusations against the Student and the suspicion that
extensive parts of the paper were copied from two articles. The witness Adv. Liav Orgad, who
examined the paper testified that most of the paper was copied from two articles written b Prof.
Rubenstein and Adv. Orgad himself.

The Student, in her own words, and through Adv. Thorn took full responsibility for submitting
the paper based on copying from existing articles. The Student admitted and wholeheartedly
apologized for the event. Very emotionally she testified about the mistake she made, and that it
was not her intent to copy, and that she explicitly cited the articles with which she knew the
Lecturer was well acquainted. "I have never failed in credibility" "I have never done and I will
never do anything like that" "I did not intend to cheat" are among the statements she made. Her
representative emphasized that she had not copied from another paper or submitted another paper
and there was no intent of cheating. According to the Representative the Student's only misdeed
is negligence, terrible academic work and not following the rules of citation. There was no
attempt to hide or cover up what she did. Adv. llotovitz emphasized that a paper was submitted
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which is not the result of research or original and independent work and about 22 of the 27
papers are copied from articles.

5. Based on the testimony at the hearing and after reviewing the paper the Student is convicted of
infracting clauses 2(d), 2(e), 2(f) and 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Code.

C. PUNISHMENT

6. The Honorable Complainant and the legal Representative of the Center asked to impose
punishment of disqualification of the course and expulsion from studies at the Center for two
years.

7. The Student, as stated, expressed her sincere regret and took responsibility for her negligence,
mistake, terrible academic work and for breaching instructions. The actions of the student are
severe but they are not equivalent to submitting another person's work or copying a complete
paper. Her critical omissions are considered a grave mistake, inappropriate use of articles,
belittlement of intelligence of the Lecturers, disgraceful academic failure and infracting
instructions relating to papers.

8. As for her personal circumstances, the Student completed all of her studies at the Center
without any flaws until the incident for which we have convened. The Student has a special
background and circumstances which were presented very emotionally by her mother, who
testified about the difficult and special circumstances of her family. Furthermore the student who
has a record of honors and has done service for the benefit of the society, is supposed to begin
her apprenticeship in a very eminent law firm. The Representative of the Student asked to impose
proportionate punishment and claimed that expulsion is unjust and disproportionate.

9. After weighing all the considerations while balancing between them by giving weight on the one
hand to the severity of the act of the Student and on the other hand to the circumstances of the
incident, to her special and difficult personal situation, to the fact that she immediately admitted
to the wrongful act, took full responsibility and expressed her sincere regret, I have decided
to impose the following punishment:

1. Disqualification of the paper and the course.
2. Certification of completion of her degree shall not be issued until she has completed her
academic requirements.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student or any identifying detail.

Dr. Yuval Karniel

The Disciplinary Officer
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