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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

Disciplinary File No 20/2016 June 26, 2016
In the Matter of Student A — (hereinafter: the Student)

Decision

1. This file involves a Student from the Interdisciplinary Center. A disciplinary complaint was
filed against the Student accusing him of committing a disciplinary offense and infracting
clauses 2(a) and/or 2(c) and/or 2(f) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary
Center Herzliya (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations"). The Student was accused of
having in his possession a cellular phone which was in operation and contained material
relevant to the exam (hereinafter: "material") during an exam in an academic course.

2. A hearing was held on June 16, 2016 with the participation of the Complainant, Ms. Orly
Shaked, the accused student, a representative of the Student Union, Ms. Nofar Turgeman, the
Committee Coordinator, Ms. Shir Peer, and the undersigned.

3. During a closed exam one of the proctors noticed that the Student's hand was underneath the
table and from time to time he put his down. This aroused suspicion that something was not
right. The proctor approached the Student and saw that he had a cellular phone which was in
operation and contained material relevant to the exam. Per her request the Student gave the
proctor the phone.

4. In a preliminary meeting held with the Complainant on March 31, 2016 the Student admitted
to what he had been accused and noted that he suffers from test anxiety. According to the
Student because of the pressure he was under, he mistakenly brought the phone with relevant
material to the exam. During the hearing he again took responsibility for his actions and
emphasized that the pressure caused him to make errors in his judgement. It is emphasized that
the Student admitted that he brought the phone containing the material relevant to the exam
with the aim of cheating on the exam.

5. Inlight of the Student's admission to committing the offense of which he was accused I hereby
convict him of infracting clause 2(c) which concerns cheating on an exam.

6. Arguments for punishment: During the arguments for punishment the Student Union
Representative argued that the Student immediately admitted to committing the offense, took
full responsibility for his actions and internalized the graveness of his actions. She also argued
that the Student is a very constructive student who has taken an active role in many projects
and activities at the school in which he is studying. Moreover she emphasized that the test
anxiety from which he suffers caused him to make errors in his judgement. In light of all of
these arguments Ms. Turgeman asked that we refrain from suspending the Student and only
impose punishment of disqualification of the course and an alternative punishment at the
discretion of the tribunal.

7. Obviously a student who has been convicted of cheating on an exam should be suspended. In
extraordinary cases when there are special personal circumstances involved in the case it is
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10.

11.

appropriate to deviate from the existing punishment threshold and refrain from imposing
suspension. In my opinion this case is not one of those extraordinary cases which necessitate
deviation from the punishment threshold. I will explain this.

The claim of the Student of an error in judgement which was caused by test anxiety as he
stated does not in my opinion hold water. It is my understanding that the Student planned to
bring material to the exam in advance and this is not a case of a last moment decision which he
tried to claim during the hearing. Furthermore, moments before the beginning of the exam the
Student signed the "disciplinary guidelines for the orderly process of the exam form".
Paragraph 4 of the guidelines explicitly states that it is forbidden to have any material in the
classroom... having material constitutes cheating on an exam and can lead to suspension.
In addition, paragraph 6 of the mentioned form states that phones shall be turned off and
placed in the satchel at the front of the exam room. In other words the Student was aware of
the guidelines and confirmed such by signing the form but at his discretion he still chose to
bring his phone which contained forbidden material to the exam. Clearly the Student was
aware of the risk he was taking with this decision but it did not deter him. This is probably due
to the belief that he would succeed in deceiving the proctors and would not get caught. As this
is the case the Student has no one else to blame but himself.

It is also noteworthy that I cannot take into consideration his arguments that he is personally
involved in many activities at the school in order to justify appeasement of the punishment. I
did not find that this case involves special and/or extraordinary circumstances. Moreover, I
clarified to the Student that should punishment of suspension be imposed on him, as far as it is
up to the tribunal he will be able to continue to promote the projects in which he is involved in
the framework of his studies.

Undeniably cheating is one of the most serious offenses in the disciplinary regulations. A
student who chooses to disregard academic integrity when taking an exam or writing an
academic assignment must internalize that such action will result in severe punishment which
includes suspension. The Interdisciplinary Center must protect its academic integrity and the
good name it has acquired as well as protect the honest and upright students who maintain
academic integrity and attain their achievements based on their abilities. This as been repeated
in a long line of disciplinary decisions. To my regret there are students who choose to ignore
the ethical rules and academic integrity which critically affects their academic and professional
future.

In light of the above, I have decided to impose the following punishment on the Student:

a. Suspension from studies for one semester. The suspension shall take effect the first
semester of the 2016-2017 academic year. Despite the suspension the Student shall be
entitled to register for yearly courses only in order to avoid the situation where the
punishment will deviate from one semester.

b. Disqualification of the course.

This decision shall be published to the students without noting any personal details of the Student.
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Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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