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The English version of this Decision immediately follows.
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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
October 3, 2013

Disciplinary File 29/2013
In the matter of Student A — (hereinafter: The Student)

Decision

Introduction

The case under discussion involves a Student who is in his fourth year of studies. The
Student has been accused of committing disciplinary offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(b),
2(e), 2(1) and 2(r) of the Disciplinary Code of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter:
"the Disciplinary Regulations). During an academic course suspicion has arisen that the
Student acted dishonestly and misleading after finding his signature on the attendance
sheet passed around the classroom despite the fact that he was not present in the

classroom.

Two sessions were held in this case: the first was held on August 27, 2013 (hereinafter:
"the first session") and the second session was held on September 16, 2013 (hereinafter:
"the second session"). The hearing sessions were held in the presence of the honorable
Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, Ms. Shir Peer and Ms. Ariella Rada, Coordinators of the
Disciplinary Committee, the accused Student, a Student Union Representative who
represented the student and the undersigned. Furthermore, the lecturer of the course and
another student from the accused student's class who testified on his behalf were present

during the second session of the hearing.

I will briefly describe the incident. During the lessons in an academic course the lecturer
passed out an attendance sheet whereby all the students present in the classroom were
asked to list their name together with their identification number and personal signature.
At the end of the lesson the course lecturer collected the attendance sheets. Upon
reviewing the attendance sheets the lecturer suspected that the signature of the accused

student was not his genuine signature. This suspicion arose after the lecturer noticed that
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the name of the student was listed in a strange manner on three attendance lists at different

times.

In addition it should be noted that one of the times the Student's name appeared on the
attendance sheet it was written in an "ordinary” manner very different from how his
signature appeared on the sheets which aroused suspicion that someone signed in his
stead. It is noteworthy that the lecturer of the course passed out the attendance sheet each

time at a different time during the course of the lesson without giving prior notification.

Before the hearing in this case began, during clarification with the Honorable Complainant
the Student admitted that the weird signatures on the attendance sheets, on the three
different occasions, indeed were not his signatures. Also during the hearing the Student
again admitted that indeed he did not list his name on the attendance sheets but rather his

peer, Student B, did so.

The Student claimed that he asked Student B to list his name should he not be present
when the attendance list is passed around the classroom to the students in the lesson. He
did this three times throughout the course. However, he consistently claimed that each of
the times he asked Student B to do so, he himself was present inside and/or outside the

classroom.

To support his claim the Student had his peer from his class, - Student B — who admitted
that he indeed listed the accused Student's name on the attendance sheet on three different
occasions (the matter of Student B is not part of this hearing), testify on his behalf.
Student B added and noted that the three times he was asked by the accused Student to
list his name, he — that is the accused Student — indeed came to the lesson and was present
during part of the time and/or was in the area, as he stated. Nonetheless, he mentioned in
his testimony that it is reasonable to assume that when he signed his peer's name the
accused Student was not actually present in the room and seemingly he was outside the
classroom and later came back in. He claimed he acted in good faith at the time and saw
nothing wrong in listing his peer's name since he was in the classroom and/or outside it in

contrast to the case in which a student is off campus at the time.
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11.

12.

13.

Furthermore, the two, together with the Student Union Representative claimed that this is
not a case of deceit since there was no intent to deceive at any time. They also added and
argued that in any case they did not get any benefit from this since even though attendance
was taken during the course, they could take the exam even if they were absent a

reasonable number of times.

In contrast the Honorable Complainant noted that not only is this a serious act, but this is a
broad phenomenon which cannot be accepted and severe punishment needs to be

bestowed to deter these incidents from reoccurring.

There is no dispute that in principle we are dealing with an illegitimate phenomenon, to
say the least. Even if I act with kindness and I accept under great pressure the accused
Student's version — which was supported by the testimony of Student B — whereby during
those three lessons Student B listed the accused Student's name on the attendance list
when he was indeed present, intermittently, in the classroom and outside the classroom for
part of the lesson, we cannot accept the fact that the Student asked to have his name listed
even though he was not actually present in the classroom at the exact moment the

attendance list was passed out to the students.

To my regret and as expressed by the accused Student and Student B, this is a widespread
phenomenon on campus whereby students list the names of their peers on attendance
sheets even when they are not present in the classroom and at times — even more severe —

when they are not even on campus.

It should be clarified straightaway that we cannot accept this type of phenomenon and I
believe that we have to impose severe punishment in these cases in order to eradicate this
phenomenon on the spot. Therefore, we are sending an unambiguous message through this
decision whereby any case in which a student is listed on an attendance sheet while he
was not present in the course will result in significant and deterring punishment

which might even be suspension from studies.

In order to eliminate any doubt it is hereby clarified that a student who agrees to list his

peer's name on the attendance sheet when he is not present, takes a risk of receiving
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severe punishment which might also be suspension from studies. (As stated in this case
we are not handling the disciplinary case of Student B, who admitted to signing his peer's

name).

In light of the Student's admission of asking his peer to sign his name on the attendance
sheet 1 am convicting him under clauses 2(a), 2(1) and 2(r) of the Disciplinary
Regulations. Nonetheless, in light of Student B's testimony that the Student was present
part of the time in class I decided to acquit him, due to reasonable doubt, of the offense

under clause 2(e) of the Regulations.

As for the question of the appropriate and proper punishment for this severe act, as stated,
this is improper conduct which must be handled with harshness, inter alia, to deter others
from acting in the same improper manner. Consequently, I have decided to impose
punishment of delay of bestowing the degree in law for eight months, which might
delay the Student's commencement in the legal field and taking the bar exam on the
planned date as well as a delay in commencing graduate studies, should the Student desire

to continue with academic studies.
In summation, the punishment I have decided to impose on the Student are as follows:

a. Delay of bestowing the degree or certification of completion of the student's studies for

a period of eight months (beginning September 2013).

b. Thirty hours of community service under the supervision of the Dean of Student
Affairs Office. The Student shall not receive certification of completion of his

requirements for his degree before completing this community service.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Student.

Adyv. Shelly Malka
Disciplinary Officer



