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“That afternoon, Israeli troops penetrated a region :72 Q°¥17°Ki7 0°IXIN2 V0T X2 75
in West Beirut that was mostly populated in those days by Palestinian refugees,
and they surrounded the Sabra and Shatila refugee camps. Towards evening, large
Phalangist forces made their way to the area, driven by a profound sense of revenge
after the killing of their revered leader. At nightfall, Phalangist forces entered the
Sabra and Shatila refugee camps aided by the IDF's illumination rounds. The declared
objective of the Christian forces was to purge the camps of Palestinian combat fighters.
However, there were virtually no Palestinian combat fighters left in the refugee camps
since they had been evacuated on ships to Tunisia two weeks earlier. For two whole
days the sound of gunfire and battles could be heard from the camps but it was only on
the third day, September 16th, when panic—stricken women swarmed the Israeli troops
outside the camps, that the picture became clear: For three days the Christian forces
massacred all refugee camp occupants. Men, women, the elderly and children, were
.all killed with horrific cruelty
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