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T The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 37/2008
In the Matter of the Accused Student (Hereinafter: The Respondent)

September 28, 2008
Decision

. The Respondent is a student at the School of Government of The Interdisciplinary Center. The

Respondent has been accused of offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q) of the
Interdisciplinary Center's Disciplinary Code (hereinafter: The Disciplinary Code). After checking
the homework (hereinafter: "the paper") submitted in the course "Introduction to Political
Theory", the Lecturer, Ms. Iris Nahum (hereinafter: "the lecturer"), raised suspicion that the
Respondent did not follow the instructions of the Interdisciplinary Center for writing papers in
general and the rules of uniform citation in particular.

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked who repeated the accusation of breach of the rules,
the Respondent himself and a Student Union representative on his behalf, Ms. Michal Gonen,
were heard during the hearing held before me, in the presence of Ms. Shir Peer, the coordinator of
the Disciplinary Committee and an observer on behalf of the Student Union, Mr. Jonathon Blum,
on Tuesday, the 23" of September 2008, the 23" of Elul 5768.

During the hearing the Respondent took responsibility for his actions, expressed his regret and
admitted to committing the offense. He claimed that he was not aware that it was forbidden to use
an Internet source without properly citing it as required.

As we will soon clarify, it would have been better had the Respondent not made the statement
about not knowing the rules. We would like to elucidate to everyone that we cannot accept the
claim of the Respondent that he did not know how to write an academic paper and how to cite the
various sources. In reference to this matter it is adequate to emphasize the basic principal which
states that ignorance of the law does not excuse anyone from responsibility and punishment, all the
more so in the case in which the rules are well-known and familiar to every student.

In light of the Respondent's admission I convict him of offenses under clauses 2(a) and 2(f) of
the Disciplinary Code

The Honorable Complainant noted that under the circumstances she is requesting that we impose
punishment of a warning and conditional suspension at the discretion of the person in charge of
disciplinary matters. As for disqualification of the work, she has asked that this matter be left to
the discretion of the Lecturer. The Student Union representative agreed to the above punishment.

In summation, I found that the Respondent understood his mistake, took full responsibility and
expressed his regret. Therefore, I accept the viewpoint of the parties and impose the following
punishment on the Respondent:
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Warning.

2. Conditional suspension for the period of one semester for any offense of breaching
instructions relating to homework and/or seminar papers for the purpose of deterring
the individual and the general student body.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Respondent.

Adv. Assaf Porat
In Charge of Discipline
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