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Disciplinary Case No. 17/2023
In the matter of the Student A — (hereinafter: the Student).
June 13,2023

Decision

a. Introduction

1. The student is in his second year of studies towards a bachelor's degree at the Raphael
Recanati International School at Reichman University. The student was charged in a
disciplinary complaint (dated December 15, 2022), based on a detailed letter of complaint
by Lecturer A, concerning the suspicion of cheating on Exam A (Moed Bet, that took place
in the second semester of the 2021-2022 academic year),' which was administered at the
student's request via Zoom from abroad,? and/or suspicion of infracting directives relating
to that exam. Therefore, the student was charged with violating Sections 2(c) and/or 2(f)
of Reichman University's Disciplinary Regulations (hereinafter: the "Disciplinary

Regulations").

2. The honorable complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, English protocol recorder, Ms. Francis
Laro; the complainant and witness Lecturer A; Student Union representative, Ms. Dana
Finkelstein and, of course, the student himself were present at the hearing in the matter of the

Student which was held before me on Monday, June 5, 2023 (at 9:30 a.m.),.

b. The question of guilt

3. It should be noted that the student denies the act of cheating and insists on his innocence.
This is both in his statement of arguments (written by the learned representative on his behalf)
and in his testimony before me and in the unequivocal statements of the representative on his
behalf during the hearing. On the other hand, both the lecturer and the complainant insist on the
student's guilt which they tried to prove. This is the place to note that the Student was unable

to explain to us the specific circumstances of what happened during the exam. Moreover,

! It should be noted that the accusation relates only to one question on the exam.

2 It should be clarified that the Student’s request was approved by the authorized authorities at the university and he took
the exam on Zoom from his place of residence abroad (his uncle’s home), while at the same time the exam was
administered to the other students on campus in Herzliya.
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the Student could not even explain his suspicious "mistake'" after the lecturer presented
his exam to him. According to him, a year has already passed since the exam and therefore he
is unable to comply with the lecturer's legitimate request. The student's position and
explanation are completely unacceptable to me. The student's failure to even attempt to
explain the matter alongside the circumstantial evidence presented by the learned

lecturer establishes the basis for his conviction.?

4. After hearing the testimony of the Student, hearing the arguments of the honorable
representative on his behalf, hearing the testimony of the learned lecturer and hearing the
arguments of the honorable complainant, together with the presentation of questions to all the
witnesses, and after careful examination of the written materials and circumstantial evidence in
this case, I determined, without a shadow of a doubt, that the student did indeed commit
an act of fraud with reference to that suspicious part of his exam and thus warrants
convicting him of violating section 2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations. It should be
clarified that the decision to convict, as stated, is ascertained both from the circumstantial
evidence in the case, including the lecturer's letter of complaint and from the testimony of the
two witnesses — the lecturer, who presented his evidence and explanations; and the student,
who refrained from attempting to explain his mistake. Indeed, the basis of the conviction is
the fact that the Student could not explain his mistake and even refrained from

attempting to do so in order to try to defend the veracity of his exam.

5. As a sidenote to the conviction, the vigilance of the learned lecturer, who revealed the

suspicion that led to the conviction in this case, should be commended.

C. The question of punishment

3 The Student reiterates that he would not even dare to think about cheating and that he is a diligent student, with high
morals and a tremendous desire to succeed; the fact that he was not caught during the exam demonstrates this; the fact
that all suspicion is directed only to one question strengthens the claim of innocence; and that the circumstances at the
time of taking the exam, the pressure he was under due to those circumstances and the time of taking the exam - late at
night (overseas time) at his uncles’ house abroad, are what caused him to make the same mistake in the same question,
which he cannot explain today. With all due respect to the Student, I cannot establish reasonable doubt on the basis of
all this in the absence of a reasonable explanation today about that mistake in writing the data on the exam form or, at
the very least, an honest attempt to explain it.
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6. In light of the conviction of cheating and after reviewing the arguments for punishment in
the protocol, which as customary in our institute were heard the end of the hearing, I
considered the matter and decided that under the special circumstances of this case, I shall
impose the following punishment on the Student:

(4) Disqualification of the exam and the course that is the subject of the complaint.

(5) Punishment of actual postponement of obtaining his bachelor's degree for one full

semester (four months — 120 days).* The postponement will take effect from the

day the student has completed all of his academic requirements in full, and will be

eligible to receive a certificate of eligibility for his degree.

(6) Conditional expulsion from studies for eternity for any disciplinary offense based

on an element of fraud. The condition will remain in effect from this moment

onward and throughout the student's period of study.

This decision will be published without mentioning the Student's name or any other identifying

detail.

g

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer

* It should be explained that with regard to the element of postponement in the punishment, I decided that postponement
for only one semester would suffice, instead of that which is customary in our institute of the warranted punishment of
actual suspension due to the severity of the case, mainly due to the Student’s personal circumstances, as detailed in the
arguments for the punishment. It should be clarified that for reasons of fear of infringement of the student’s right to
privacy, it is not possible to detail these unique personal circumstances here. It should also be noted that due to the
same circumstances even the complainant refrained from insisting on the warranted punishment of actual suspension.
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