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On Thursday, June gth 2023
Reichman University resolved to honor

LIEUTENANT GENERAL (RES.) AVIV KOHAVI

Lieutenant General (res.) Aviv Kohavi completed his term as the 22nd IDF chief of staff this year, concluding four decades of vital contributions to the security of the State of Israel in the face
of some of its most significant challenges, while maintaining the IDF’s status as the most important unifying force in Israeli society.

Aviv Kohavi was born in 1964 in Kiryat Bialik, the second of Riva and Shaul Kohavi’s three children. He grew up in a home where he was taught the importance of integrity and diligence. He studied at
the ORT Kiryat Bialik High School, together with his wife Yael, whom he has known since first grade. They are the parents of three daughters — Maya, Noam and Amit, and have one granddaughter.
Kohavi enlisted in the IDF in 1982 and served as a combat soldier in the 890th Battalion of the Paratroopers Brigade. Two years later, he completed the infantry officers’ course with distinction.
He then went on to serve in a series of positions, including as the battalion’s operations officer, commander of the Paratroopers Brigade’s Orev unit, operations branch commander of the
Paratroopers Brigade, commander of the Pezen Battalion (101), and commander of the paratroopers’ training base.

Kohavi also commanded the Eastern Division of the Liaison Unit for Lebanon, as well as the Arrows of Fire Formation, before being appointed commander of the Paratroopers Brigade in
2001, a position he held for two years. Under Kohavi’s command, the brigade’s soldiers carried out dozens of operations against terrorist operatives in Judea and Samaria at the height of the
Second Intifada, among them Operation Defensive Shield, the takeover of Balata refugee camp in Nablus, and several other operations in the hills of Judea and Samaria.

After serving as commander of the paratroopers’ Fire Formation, Kohavi was appointed commander of the Gaza Division in 2004. In this role, he led the division during Israel’s disengagement
from Gaza and in operations against the Palestinian terrorist infrastructure in the Gaza Strip to halt the shooting of rockets at Israeli communities. He also led Operation Summer Rains, the
IDF’s first ground incursion into the Gaza Strip since the disengagement a year earlier .In 2007, Kohavi was appointed head of the Operations Division of the IDF’s Operations Directorate.
In 2010, he was promoted to the rank of Major General and served as chief of the Military Intelligence Directorate. He oversaw the directorate’s development of its gathering and research
methods in order to upgrade intelligence capabilities for operational units in the field, as well its entire cyber capability.

Between 2014 and 2017, Kohavi served as commander of the Northern Command. In this role, he built up Israel’s defense measures against Lebanon and Syria, changed the methods of
targeting and attack, and initiated Operation Good Neighbor to aid residents of the Syrian Golan Heights. He was then appointed as the IDF’s deputy chief of staff.

Aviv Kohavi was promoted to the rank of Lieutenant General and assumed the position of the 22nd chief of staff of the IDF in 2019. In his four years on the job, he steered the IDF with
determination in the face of complex challenges in several arenas; the “campaign between the wars” was expanded, particularly against Iran, Syria and Hezbollah; three operations were conducted
against the terrorist organizations in the Gaza Strip, and ongoing counter-terrorism action was carried out in Judea and Samaria.

In the area of force building, Kohavi led the multi-year 77ufz (Momentum) program, which comprised new methods for intelligence and the destruction of targets on a large scale, the extensive
equipping of the IDF with offensive weapons, and a process of digital transformation throughout the military. During Kohavi’s tenure, procedures were carried out to modernize the army, along
with a number of social initiatives, including the relocation of the Military Intelligence Directorate and the Computer and IT Directorate to the Negev, the building of a new, more equitable
screening and placement system, projects to integrate the ultra-Orthodox into the IDFE, and the raising of salaries for conscript soldiers. During his term, the elite programs “Atidim,” “Talpiot,”
and “From Uniform to Studies“ doubled in size, and large-scale technological training programs were opened for the periphery.

During his term in office, the principle of “mamlachtiug’ (statesmanship) was included in the military’s code of ethics 7he Spirit of the IDF and as chief of staff, Kohavi will be remembered as
a commander who preserved the IDF’s values of being the army of the people and a state body that is above all controversy, even during complex times in Israeli society. In the farewell "Order
of the Day” Aviv Kohavi published to mark the end of his 40 years in uniform, he noted that he is ending the journey with a sense of fulfillment: "It had everything - successes and failures,
moments of pleasure and scars, but the sense of reverence and determination was always present.”

Kohavi holds a bachelor’s degree in philosophy from the Hebrew University, a master’s degree in public administration from Harvard University, and a second master’s degree in public policy
from Johns Hopkins University. in November 2022, he was awarded the Commander Degree of the Legion of Merit medal by the Chairman of the US Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Mark Milley.

In recognition of his many years of service in the IDF as a soldier, commander, and chief of staff; and of his leadership in adherence to the fundamental values of the State of Israel
as expressed in the Declaration of Independence,

Lieutenant General (Res.) Aviv Kohavi is hereby conferred the degree of

DOCTOR PHILOSOPHIAE HONORIS CAUSA

Of Reichman University
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