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The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 32/2008
In the Matter of the Accused Student (Hereinafter: The Respondent)

September 14, 2008
14™ of Elul 5768
Decision

The Respondent is a student at the School of Government, Diplomacy and Strategy of the
Interdisciplinary Center. The Respondent has been accused of offences according to clauses 2(a), 2(b),
2(c), 2(e), 2(f), 2(h), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Code of the Interdisciplinary Center
(hereinafter: '"The Disciplinary Code"). He has been accused of cheating on the exam in the course
"Psychology and Media", held on Thursday, August 19, 2008 by using forbidden material (preparation
of a slip prior to the closed book exam). He has also been accused of refusing to give the forbidden
material to Ms. Miri Blank upon her request. Only after a conversation with the head of the exams
department, Ms. Zehavit Lustinger-Levi, the Respondent gave the forbidden material to her (material
that is currently before me).

The Complainant, Honorable Ms. Orly Shaked and the Respondent himself and through a
representative of the Student Union, Ms. Michal Gonen, were heard during the hearing held before
me on Tuesday the 9 of September, 2008, the 9" of Elul 5768, in the presence of Ms. Shir Peer,
Coordinator of the Disciplinary Committees.

Prior to the hearing (both before the Proctor and the Head of the Exams Department and before the
Complainant) the Respondent decided to deny committing the forbidden acts. However, immediately
at the beginning of the hearing he retracted his denial and admitted to all the accusations against him
while taking responsibility and expressing sincere regret.

Consequently, based on his admission of the facts, the Respondent is convicted of offenses
according to 2(b), 2(c), 2(e), 2(f), 2(h) and 2(k) of the Disciplinary Code of the Interdisciplinary
Center; offenses he committed as a 3™ year student.

It is unnecessary to verbose about the severity of the main offense the Respondent has been convicted
of — cheating on an exam, which regretfully has become widespread in our locality.

In reference to the offense of cheating on exams, it has been decided, more than once, by my
colleagues and those fulfilling this role before me, that it is important to overcome this perturbing
phenomenon by means of painful punishment in order to achieve effective deterrence and appropriate
punishment is usually actual suspension. Furthermore, the governing rule is that anyone brought
before a disciplinary hearing for cheating on an exam and is found guilty must be suspended from
studies for at least one semester (see clause 3(b) of the Disciplinary Code — which discusses minimum
punishment).
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In another matter I already stated that we are dealing with the most severe offense by nature because
of the corruptness, the damage to the integrity and ethical standard required of each and every student
at the Interdisciplinary Center. The exam is the air the University studies breathe. For the most part
this is what determines the final grade of the student. Thus cheating on exams requires the most severe
punishment, even more so when the cheater tries to conceal his actions even after he has been caught
in the act.

At one and the same time, the appraiser of the disciplinary hearing must take into account the
considerations of the welfare of the Respondent. For leniency I considered the Respondents clean
record of disciplinary offenses throughout the three years he studied at the Interdisciplinary Center,
his admission to committing the prohibited act, though after retracting his denial, saving the time of
the person in charge of Discipline, his good grades, and the general personal circumstances of the
Respondent as he presented them to me in detail.

Moreover, I took an interest in the fact that the offenses committed in this file were committed as a
result of an emotional crisis, in which the father of a childhood friend of the Respondent from
Herzliya was killed a week before the test (which was Moed Bet) in a very saddening accident (a
plane crash). This caused the Respondent to spend time with his close friend until immediately before
the exam and did not leave him enough time to study for the exam, which was the final exam towards
his degree.

I also saw before me the sincere expression of regret by the Respondent and the letter of
recommendation of his commander in which I learned that the Respondent is a paratrooper (in regular
and reserve duty) and he greatly contributes to his unit and to the country. In addition, I paid attention
to the sorrow he brought upon himself as well as his upcoming wedding. Therefore I decided not to be
strict with the Respondent. My decision coincides with the Complainant's request to be considerate
with respect to the Respondent in light of his admission and the fact that he took responsibility for his
actions (even if it was late), as he is a good student, soldier and a positive person.

In light of the above, I impose the following punishment on the Respondent.

1. Suspension for One Semester — Suspension from studies at the Interdisciplinary Center for a
period of one semester (2™ Semester). In response to the request of the Complainant and in
consideration of the Respondent, The suspension shall take effect at the beginning of the 2"
semester (2009); so that the Respondent can complete the course he is lacking during the 1%
semester.

2. Disqualification of the course.

I believe, that the above punishment appropriately balances between the severity of the offense and
the special circumstances of this case and the interest in compensation and deterrence. It is
emphasized that the punishment of each Respondent is individual and the person in charge of
discipline examines each Respondent through his eyes and does not decide on punishment based
solely on the essence of the offense committed.

This decision shall be publicized without naming the Respondent.
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Adyv. Assaf Porat
In Charge of Discipline
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