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The English version of this Decision immediately follows
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Disciplinary Case No. 22/2024
Regarding the student A (hereinafter: the Student).
September 24, 2024

Decision

1. The Student is studying towards her bachelor's degree in computer science and
entrepreneurship at Reichman University's International School. While she was a student at
the university, she was suspected in a disciplinary complaint (dated July 17, 2024), based on
a double complaint by both the Dean of the School of Computer Science, Prof. Yacov Hel-
Or (dated May 12, 2024), and the honorable lecturer of course “A”, Prof. "A" from the school
(dated April 18, 2024), regarding suspicion of knowingly providing false information to the
University in order to obtain rights at the University and/or to attempt to cheat on an exam
(Moed Bet) in course “A” and/or infraction of the directives concerning the same exam. In
light of this, the Student was accused of violating sections 2(b) and/or 2(c) and/or 2(f) of
Reichman University's Disciplinary Regulations (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary
Regulations").

2. The honorable university complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, Disciplinary Committee
Coordinator and Protocol Registrar, Ms. Orit Leizer; English protocol transcriber, Ms.
Francis Laro; Representative of the Student Union on behalf of the student, Ms. Chen
Sternhal; and the Student herself (who, at her request, attended the hearing from her place
of residence in Europe via Zoom) were present at the hearing concerning the Student, which
was held before me on campus on Wednesday, August 28, 2024 (at 11:30 a.m.).

3. It should be noted that the Student is not a citizen of the State of Israel and resides
permanently in one of the European countries. In Israel, she lives and studies on a time-
limited student visa. These facts are of great significance both with regard to the suspicions
and with regard to the punishment in this case, should she be convicted.

4. It should be noted immediately that the Student admitted both before the hearing (in the
response from her representative dated August 28, 2024) and during the hearing, immediately

at the beginning (see the minutes of the hearing), that she lied when she declared, on March
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31, 2024, that she was abroad.' She did so in order to take the exam from home via Zoom
due to the fear of failing the Moed Bet exam (after failing the Moed Alef exam).
Unfortunately, the Student continued to lie to the distinguished lecturer even after she
discovered (by checking her IP address) that the Student was actually taking the home exam
in Israel and not in Europe, and therefore in fact her statement (dated March 31, 2024) was
a false statement. In the course of a conversation the Student had with the lecturer shortly
following the discovery of the falsehood, the Student eventually admitted her lies and even
apologized to the lecturer, who explained to her that with all due respect regarding the
wrongful act, she had to convey it to the complainant due to the principle of equality.

5. After the parties were heard, in light of the Student's sincere admission of the facts of the
complaint on three separate occasions and her expression of sincere remorse, I decided to
convict the student of knowingly providing false information to the university in order
to obtain rights at the university — a violation of section 2(b) of the Disciplinary
Regulations.

6. It should be clarified that the Student claims that she did not commit any additional offense
regarding that exam and it is clear that she is right. Nonetheless, the act that she did commit
is a very serious act in itself.> Moreover, the Student did not settle for merely making a
false statement, but "added insult to injury" by continuing to lie even when she was
"caught red-handed" by the distinguished lecturer, as stated in paragraph 4.

7. Inlight of the conviction, as stated in paragraph 5 above, and under the special circumstances
of the Student before me, which cannot be elaborated due to reasons of her right to privacy,
in light of the Student's full confession to me, her expression of sincere remorse, her
understanding of the great severity of her actions and the need for appropriate punishment,
and in light of the complainant's position that due to the Student's circumstances she is not

insisting on actual suspension but will make do with actual postponement in obtaining her

!'1t should be noted that the Student made it clear to us that on the day of the declaration, March 31, 2024, she did intend
to return to her parents’ home in Europe, but within days she changed her plans and refrained from informing the
university of the need to change or cancel her statement.

2 The parallel offense of the Student's serious wrongdoing in the Penal Code is found in section 415, entitled #Obtaining
anything by deceit” — »If a person obtains a thing by deceit, then he is liable to three years imprisonment; if the
offense is committed under aggravating circumstances, then he is liable to five years imprisonment.”
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bachelor's degree, alongside significant conditional punishment, I hereby impose the

following punishment on the Student:

(1) Disqualification of both the exam that is the subject of the complaint and the course

that is the subject of the complaint.

(2) Severe reprimand.

(3) Actual postponement in receiving her eligibility to her degree for one semester -

four months (120 days). The delay will take effect from the day the Student has

completed all of her academic obligations in full, and shall be eligible to receive a
certificate of eligibility for her bachelor's degree.

(4) 15 _hours of community service, which will be performed under the guidance and
supervision of the Office of the Dean of Students within one year from the beginning
of the first semester of 2024/25. The Student shall not receive a certificate of eligibility
for her degree and/or a certificate attesting to the completion of her studies before
completing this quota of hours. To perform the hours, she must contact Ms. Galit Zvi,

Deputy Dean and Head of the Scholarships Section by email: gzvi@runi.ac.il. It should

be clarified that there will be no overlap between the projects carried out by the
scholarship recipients and those imposed within the disciplinary framework.

(5) A _conditional sentence of permanent expulsion from studies for any disciplinary

offense based on an element of fraud. The condition will remain in effect from this

moment on and throughout the Student's period of study.

In the margins of the decision, Prof. A should be commended for revealing the wrongdoing and for
the thorough handling of the case that led to the filing of the complaint, all for the important purpose

of preserving both the purity of the university exams and the principle of equality.

This decision will be published without mentioning the student's name or any other identifying

information.

/\ '\\O ,"

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer
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