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The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya

May 14, 2018
Disciplinary File 13/2018
In the matter of the Student A - (hereinafter: the Student)
Decision

1. This case concerns a Student from the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya against whom 2 different
complaints were filed accusing him of committing disciplinary offenses and infracting clauses
2(a) and/or 2(c) and/or 2(f) of the disciplinary regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center
(hereinafter: The Disciplinary Regulations), which concern cheating on an exam and/or infracting
instructions regarding an exam as shall be detailed.

2. On Thursday May 10, 2018 a hearing was held with the participation of the Complainant, Ms.
Orly Shaked, the accused Student, the Student Union Representative, Dafi Naamany, Committee
Coordinator Shir Peer and the undersigned.

The First Incident

3. The Student went to an exam in an academic course. In accordance with the instructions of the
teaching staff, the students were given approval to bring a calculator and only 2 pages of
formulas. In addition, the Student, like the other students in the classroom, signed the disciplinary
rules for the proper course of the exam which determines, inter alia, that it is forbidden for the
Student to have a cellular phone in his possession during the exam.

4. At 11:20 the Student went to the restroom. Upon his return to the classroom, his cellular phone,
which was in his pants pocket, suddenly rang. The proctor approached the Student and he was
asked to take the phone out of his pants pocket, turn it off and place it in the satchel. After that he
continued taking the exam as detailed in the letter of complaint dated July 17, 2017.

5. During the hearing the Student admitted to the accusations against him. He claimed that he forgot
to place the phone in the satchel at the beginning of the exam and he had no intention whatsoever
of cheating by using his cellular phone. The Student Union Representative noted that this was an
innocent mistake especially since it was an old phone which cannot necessarily be used for
cheating. She added and argued that the Student was not caught cheating on the exam with
forbidden material. Thus, this is not a case of cheating on an exam but regretfully infracting
instructions during an exam.

6. In response to this argument the undersigned noted that section 2(c) of the Disciplinary
Regulations defines "cheating on an exam" also as infracting instructions regarding writing an
exam or behavior during an exam. Clearly, the mere possession of the phone that is on during an
exam (even more so when exiting to the restroom with the phone) meets the requirements of
section 2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations and undoubtedly constitutes in itself cheating on an
exam. As for the claim of good faith which the Student Union Representative argued, after
carefully listening to the Student's version, I got the impression that this was not a case of an
innocent mistake. There is no dispute that the Student knew the procedures regarding the
prohibition of bringing a cellular phone into the exam. The conduct of the Student demonstrates
to us that he was very well aware of his actions and thus the claim of an innocent mistake is
rejected. As for the argument regarding the model of the phone caught in his possession, even if
the phone is a relatively older model it is still a smartphone and as such it can store information.
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As stated it does not matter whether or not the Student invalidly used the phone during the exam.
The mere possession of the phone during the exam constitutes an offense of cheating as stated in
the Disciplinary Regulations.

In light of the findings and the testimonies and in consequence of the Student's admission that he
had in his possession a telephone that was on during an exam despite the explicit prohibition and
even went to the restroom with it, I am convicting him of infracting section 2(c) of the
Disciplinary Regulations which concerns cheating on an exam.

The Second Incident

8.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

During a closed book exam (except a calculator) the Student asked to go to the restroom. It is
noteworthy that it was his third exit to go to the restroom during the same exam and thus it
aroused the suspicion of the proctor who was in the classroom and she updated another proctor
who was in the hallway (hereinafter: the Proctor).

When the Student came out of the restroom on his way back to the classroom, the Proctor noticed
folded pages in the Student's pants pocket. The Proctor approached him and asked him to
accompany him to the adjacent classroom where there were no students and asked him to empty
his pants pockets. It should be noted that the Proctor asked the Student to accompany him to the
empty classroom so as not to embarrass him in front of his peers taking the exam at the time, as
detailed in the letter of complaint dated July 23, 2017.

The Student refused to adhere to the Proctor's request and did not empty his pants pockets. In
light of the Student's refusal the Proctor was forced to call the Head of the Examinations
Department who also asked the Student to adhere to the request of the Proctor and empty his
pants pockets. In the end the Student agreed and took out a cellular phone from his pocket. The
proctor asked where the pages were that were in his pockets and he answered that there were no
pages in his pocket.

Afterwards the Student returned to the classroom and continued to take the exam. At that moment
the Proctor returned to the empty classroom in which the student stayed and found the pages
written in handwriting (hereinafter: the material) in the wastebasket. The proctor believes that
the Student succeeded in throwing the paper (the material) when walking to the empty classroom
and/or during the argument that transpired outside the exam room as detailed in the letter of
complaint dated July 23, 2017.

During the hearing itself the Student immediately admitted to the accusations against him and
stated in his words:

1 had pages in my pocket, I had my phone, I threw out the pages, my pages (page 3 of the protocol
of the hearing).

In light of the findings and the Student's admission that he had material in a closed book exam in
addition to having his cellular phone I am convicting him of infracting clause 2(c) of the
Disciplinary Regulations which concerns cheating on an exam.

During the arguments for punishment the Student Union Representative referred to the situation
of the Student and to the fact that the Student asked to freeze his studies this year (2017-2018
academic year) due to several personal circumstances which is neither the time nor the place to
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detail. According to the Representative his request to freeze his studies was not approved because
of the disciplinary proceedings against him. Thus the Student is registered for studies and had to
pay full tuition even though he did not actually study the first semester and the second semester
he only attended some of his courses and essentially missed most of the current academic year
except the upcoming summer semester. Consequently the Representative asked to take this into
account and refrain from imposing suspension from studies.

As stated, this case concerns two incidents of cheating on an exam that occurred within several
days from one another. It is obvious that the Student demonstratively ignored the codes of ethics
customary at the Interdisciplinary Center and in particular the integrity of exams. After examining
the testimonies and hearing the Student's version I got the impression that this is not an innocent
mistake as claimed by the Student in relation to the first incident. The conduct of the Student in
both incidents attests to advance planning and the attempt to deceive the proctors who are
entrusted with preserving the integrity of exams. We cannot accept such conduct at the
Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya and the way to eradicate this phenomenon, inter alia is by
imposing deterrent punishment. In light of the Student's conduct during the two exams he has no
one to blame but himself.

It is noteworthy that a Student who chooses to cheat on an exam needs take into account that he is
at risk of severe punishment which includes, inter alia, suspension from studies and
disqualification of the course, which will have an effect on this academic and professional future.
This is the equation in relation to offenses concerning integrity of exams and in relation to
cheating on academic papers and this should be internalized.

There is a balance between the personal circumstances of the Student as described at the hearing
(and not broadly noted in the decision) and the need and obligation to preserve the integrity of
exams at the Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya and in particular eradicate the phenomenon of
having phones during exams. In the balance between the two I choose the second.

In light of the above I have decided that the appropriate and proper punishment under the
circumstances of the two incidents under discussion is as follows:

a. Suspension from studies for two semesters: the summer semester of the 2017-2018
academic year and the first semester of the 2018-2019 academic year. The punishment of
suspension shall take effect the summer semester of the 2017-2018 academic year and will
end at the beginning of the second semester of the 2018-2019 academic year

b. Disqualification of the course which is the subject of the first incident.
c. Disqualification of the course which is the subject of the second incident.

d. Conditional expulsion for eternity should the Student be convicted again of an offense of
cheating on an exam. The punishment of conditional expulsion shall remain valid until the
end of the 2019-2020 academic year.

This decision shall be publicized to the students without the personal details of the Student.

-

Pl

Shelly Malka, Adv.
Disciplinary Officer
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