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Disciplinary Case No. 24/2023
Regarding the student A - (hereinafter: the Student).

July 25,2023
Decision

a. Introduction

1.

The Student is in her second year of undergraduate studies at Reichman University's
Raphael Recanati International School. The Student was accused in a disciplinary
complaint (dated November 6, 2022), based on two separate and detailed letters of
complaint: one from Lecturer A and the other from the lecturer Prof. B, regarding the
same suspicion of cheating on home exams, administered on Zoom, at the end of the
second semester of last year (the complaints were sent on July 7, 2022 and September 15,
2022). Alternatively, according to the honorable complainant, there is suspicion of
violation of provisions relating to those home exams. Therefore, the Student was accused
of double violation of sections 2(c) and/or 2(f) of Reichman University's Disciplinary

Regulations (hereinafter: "the Disciplinary Regulations").

The honorable complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the two learned lecturers, Lecturer A and
Prof. A — the complainants; Coordinator of the Disciplinary Committees and Registrar
of the Hebrew Protocol, Ms. Orit Laser; English Protocol Registrar, Ms. Francis Laro;
and the Student herself, who decided to waive representation for her own reasons, were
present at the hearing regarding the Student held before me on Thursday, June 22, 2023 (at
10:30 a.m.).

The question of guilt
It should be noted that the Student immediately confessed to cheating. This, both in a

letter she wrote to the disciplinary committee which was forwarded to me for my review

prior to the hearing, and in her unequivocal testimony before me.!

! The Student confessed to both acts of cheating and detailed to us in her testimony how she was assisted by a private
tutor introduced to her by her cousin, who solved the two exams that were held on Zoom for her, free of charge. The
student took full responsibility for the double act of cheating, explaining that she was simply trying to take a shortcut as
a freshman and asked for forgiveness.
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4. After hearing the Student's testimony and in light of her full and honest written and oral
confession, as stated, I found that the Student had indeed committed an act of double
cheating on the same two home exams and therefore she should be convicted of double

infraction of section 2(c) of the Disciplinary Regulations.
5. As a side note to the conviction, we should commend the vigilance of the two learned

lecturers, who identified the suspicions that led to a double conviction in this case and in

two other cases.

C. The question of punishment

6. It seems that there is no need to elaborate on the severity of the actions of the Student, who
took advantage of two different home exams conducted via Zoom to try to deceive the
university. Now, the Student must be held accountable for the two serious offenses she
committed, which involve academic dishonesty and constitute a serious and fundamental
breach of the agreement between each and every student and the university. Let's not forget
that her actions, had they succeeded, would have hurt her classmates first. In light of all the
above, severe punishment with a significant component of actual suspension and a heavy
and deterrent conditional punishment is warranted.

7. In direct continuation of the statements in paragraph 6 above and in light of the double
conviction, as stated in paragraph 5 above, and after hearing the parties regarding the
question of the appropriate punishment and the serious circumstances of the case on the
one hand, and considering the Student's full admission of the facts of the two fraudulent
acts, her expression of sincere remorse and her personal circumstances on the other, I

hereby impose the following punishment on the Student:

(1) Disqualification of both exams and the two courses that are the subject of the

complaint.
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(2) Punishment of actual suspension for two semesters (the entire academic year — of

2023/2024).2

(3) A _conditional sentence of expulsion from studies for eternity for any disciplinary

offense based on an element of fraud. The condition will remain in effect from this

moment onward and throughout the Student’s remaining period of study.

This decision shall be published without mentioning the student's name or any other identifying

detail.

Right to appeal before the Appeals Committee, through Ms. Shir Pe'er, within 30 days, as stated in

section 5 of the Disciplinary Regulations.

P “E) .L

Dr. Assaf Porat
Disciplinary Officer

2[t should be emphasized that I decided that a minimum sentence of suspension for only two semesters is suffice in light
of the Student’s full, immediate and honest admission of the facts of the complaint and her sincere request for
forgiveness, and taking into account her personal circumstances, which is safeguarded by us for reasons of her right to
privacy.
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