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"[1]f the act of killing, though intentional, be committed under the influence of
passion or in heat of blood, produced by an adequate or reasonable
provocation, and before a reasonable time has elapsed for the blood to cool
and reason to resume its habitual control, and is the result of the temporary
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excitement, by which the control of reason was disturbed... then the law,
out of indulgence to the frailty of human nature... regards the offense as
of a less heinous character than murder, and gives it the designation of
manslaughter."90
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"[P]rovocation is sufficient not because it affects the quality of one's thought
processes but because it eclipses reflection. A person in this state [of mind]
simply reacts from emotion due to the provocation, without deliberation or
judgment."91
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"A runaway trolley is careering down the mainline track. If it continues along
this track, it will crash into the station, killing hundreds of people... Although
it cannot be stopped or slowed down, it can be diverted onto one or the other
of two branchline tracks. Suppose that you are a bystander who happens to
have access to the switch that can divert the trolley. You see that there is an
innocent bystander on each of the branchline tracks: Young is on the track to
the left and Old is on the track to the right... neither will be able to get out of
the way of the trolley if you divert it."110
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"[K]illing is wrong because it involves a failure of respect for the worth of the
victim, where the worth of the victim is entirely independent of the value — be
it personal value... instrumental value (the value to others), or impersonal
value — of the contents of his possible life in the future. The wrongness of
killing, therefore, does not vary with the strength of the victim's time-relative
interest in continuing to live or with the degree of harm the victim suffers in
being Killed; it varies instead with the worth of the victim. Assuming, as
liberal egalitarianism does, that all persons have equal worth, this account,
which | will call the Intrinsic Worth Account, implies that all Killings of
persons are equally wrong, if other things are equal."113
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"Murder is wrong, not just because of its being materially harmful, but also
because the murderer does not give due weight to the victim's interest. In the
murderer's eyes, the victim's most basic interests simply do not count; this
attitude is the most extreme form of disrespect.”134
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"The right to kill an innocent threat in self-defense is the right to avoid the
badness of death — it is a right to act in one's material self-interest, against
those who violate their duties not to hurt him. In such cases, there are no moral
interests involved; the falling man does not treat the victim disrespectfully. In
contrast, the right to kill the villain has a broader basis; the victim has (also) a
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right not to be wronged by disrespectful treatment, a right that the culpable
aggressor violated."138
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Jeremy Waldron, How Law Protects Dignity, 71 CAMBRIDGE L.J. 200, 202 (2012) 139

Patrick Lee & Robert P. George, The Nature and Basis of Human Dignity, 21 7w 1R 140
RATIO JURIS 173, 174-175 (2008): "[A] human person may be treated in a way at odds
with his or her personal dignity. Human beings may be enslaved, they may be killed
unjustly, raped, scorned, coerced, or wrongly imprisoned. Such treatment is undignified,
yet it too, like a person's low sense of dignity, does not cause a victim to personal dignity;
the slave or the murder victim are wronged precisely because they are treated in a way at
.odds with their genuine personal dignity"
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"The law reduces the Killing of a person in the heat of passion from murder to
manslaughter out of recognition of the frailty of human nature... Such killing
is not supposed to proceed from a bad or corrupt heart, but rather from the
infirmity of passion to which even good men are subject'... As a matter of law,
Paz's sudden act of stabbing the victim immediately after surmising that the
victim had sexually assaulted his wife may not be deemed an act evincing a
depraved mind regardless of human life, 'but rather from the infirmity of
passion to which even good men are subject."'146
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"A defendant who acts in a sudden quarrel or heat of passion because of
sufficient provocation is presumed to act without the malice necessary for
murder and is therefore guilty of only voluntary manslaughter."147
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"Second degree murder may be reduced to voluntary manslaughter with
evidence that negates malice. 'A defendant who commits an intentional and
unlawful killing but who lacks malice is guilty of... voluntary manslaughter...'
Generally, the intent to unlawfully Kill constitutes malice.... '‘But a defendant
who intentionally and unlawfully Kills lacks malice..."'148
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