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Outside of the Box: Reducing Recidivism by Means of
Employment — Solutions Outside of Criminal Law

Ziv Lidror, Idan Portnoy

This article aims to offer varied proposals in the field of occupational
rehabilitation as a tool for the reduction of recidivism, and to address the social and
economic morality of each proposal. The idea for the paper matured in the Street Law
Legal Clinic that tries to combine theory and practice. Accordingly, this article seeks
to add to the existing writings in the criminal sphere concerning the purpose of
rehabilitation as a central goal, but no less important, it strives to bring about a
practical change.

The article is based on two assumptions presented in the first part: One is the
value of employment for the employee that goes beyond making a living. The second
premise relates to rehabilitation as one of the purposes of punishment. In what
follows, we briefly present the normative and utilitarian justifications for
rehabilitation. One of the basic claims of the article is that the State’s obligation to
released prisoners includes a therapeutic role. Therefore, within the rehabilitation
process, the role of therapy is of great importance both for the personal welfare of the
released prisoner and for the way it is carried out.

The second part of the article will briefly summarize the situation in Israeli law,
including the normative framework and existing rehabilitation programs. The third
part will focus on occupational rehabilitation as a tool for the reduction of recidivism,
based on the two basic assumptions described above. This tool constitutes a
framework that enables released prisoners to concentrate on the therapeutic procedure
without having to deal with making a living and to aid them in returning to society. In
this section, we will present various proposals to increase occupational rehabilitation
in light of the economic and normative justifications as presented in the first part.

This paper, which focuses on the seemingly narrow prism of occupational
rehabilitation, illustrates in our opinion the interrelationship between law and
treatment — legal solutions can contribute to the treatment process and successful
treatment can of course reduce violation of the law.
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