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The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 31/2010
In the Matter of Student A and Student B (hereinafter: '"The Students")

August 10, 2010

Decision

A. INTRODUCTION

1.

The case below involves students in their second and third years of studies in business
administration at the Interdisciplinary Center. The Students have been accused of copying
lessons, papers and material distributed in class by the lecturers of Statistics and commercially
distributing them at tutoring lessons which they held for students in the abovementioned course,
without prior authorization and without coordinating such with the lecturers and the
Interdisciplinary Center. The details of the accusations are detailed in the letter of complaint
(hereinafter: "the complaint").

Consequently the Students have been accused of infracting clauses 2(a), 2(h), 2(i), 2(j), 2(k),
2(o) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Regulations of the Interdisciplinary Center (hereinafter: "The
Disciplinary Code").

The honorable Complainant, Ms. Orly Shaked, the Lecturer Mr. Amit Novik and the Student
represented by the Student Union Representative, Mr. Yoav Susz were heard during the hearing
held before me on Tuesday the 25th of May 2010.

B. HEARING

3.

The Honorable Complainant recounted the accusations and the claim that the Students took
material, including lesson material, exams and exercises of Lecturers at the Center, including
those of the witness Mr. Amit Novik and used them for personal and commercial use. According
to the viewpoint of the Complainant this constitutes disruption of orderly instruction, serious
damage to the Lecturers, the property of the Lecturers and the Center. The damage, in her
opinion, is both to the Lecturer and their intellectual property and the center itself.

The Students themselves and through their representatives claimed that they acted innocently,
naively and without intent to harm the lecturers. They stated that their intent was to assist
students having difficulty in their studies and the moment that they became aware of the fact that
this was not acceptable by the Lecturers or the Center they ceased their activities immediately.
They then collected the pamphlets that they had distributed to the students and expressed their
regret to the relevant Lecturers.

Mr. Novik testified about the serious damage caused to him and to Dr. Varda Liberman and the
damage caused to the course as a result of the Students' activities. According to the Lecturer,
distribution of the material in advance, including the exercises, lessons and exams can cause
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students to refrain from attending class and harm the normal advancement of the course. He said
"it stifles the lesson".

There is no doubt that the said activities of the Students were wrong and improper. Any use,
certainly commercial use, of contents and creations belonging to Lecturers and the Center,
obligate prior consent of the Lecturers and the Center. This is not the place to expand on the legal
issue pertaining to infringement of intellectual rights. The matter of the disciplinary hearing is the
behavior that is unbecoming a student and infracting the instructions concerning teaching and
damage to the property of the Center. Nonetheless I will add as a side remark that the
unauthorized use of creations protected by copyright for commercial purposes could constitute
breach of copyright laws, with all that it entails.

In conclusion the Students are convicted of infracting offenses under clauses 2(a), 2(h), 2(i),
2(j), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Code, based on the damage they caused the Instructors,
the course of instruction the property of the Center and based on the damage to the intellectual
property of the Center's instructors. It is obvious that taking intellectual property and contents of
lessons, copying them and distributing them for commercial purposes, without the consent of the
Authors and of the Institute constitute a wrongful and prohibited act, which damages the normal
course of instruction and the proper relations between the Lecturer and the Student.

This behavior is unbecoming a student, who cannot take the property of the instructor and of the
Interdisciplinary Center and use it for commercial use, that competes and even damages the
normal course of instruction of the Lecturers and disrupts the course of the lessons.

C. PUNISHMENT

8.

10.

11.

12.

The Honorable Complainant asked to impose deterrent punishment on the Students due to the
serious damage caused to the Center and its Instructors. In her opinion a clear message must be
conveyed emphasizing that these actions are prohibited.

The Students' Representative noted that the Students acted in good faith, they were willing to
immediately cease activities the moment they discovered that these activities were not acceptable
to the Center and its instructors. According to the Students there was insufficient warning in
advance about these prohibited activities and thus there is no room for severe punishment.

The Students expressed their sincere regret to the instructors. They claimed that their intent was
to assist students and not to harm the Center and its instructors. According to the Students, their
activities did not yield profits, but rather resulte in expenses and losses for them.

As for the personal circumstances, the Students have completed years of studies at the Center to
date without any tainting until this incident for which we have convened. They took
responsibility for their actions. This case involves Students who have achieved honors in all their
endeavors. They are distinguished in their studies and their service in the air force.

After weighing all the considerations while balancing between them by giving weight on the one
hand to the severity of the act of the Students, the serious damage to the instructors, the
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circumstances of the case, and on the other hand to the fact that thye two took full

responsibility, discontinued their inappropriate activities and expressed their sincere

regret, | have decided to impose the following punishment:

1. Reprimand

2. Community service at the Interdisciplinary Center or on its behalf in accordance with
the instructions and under the supervision of the Dean of Students in the scope of 30
hours each Student. The Students shall not receive their entitlement to their degrees
until they have completed the said hours of service.

3. Conditional punishment — of immediate suspension for eternity should they commit any
disciplinary offense during the remainder of their studies.

This decision shall be conspicuously publicized, without naming the Students or any other
identifying detail, in order to clarify and clearly convey the message of the severe prohibition of
using study material for commercial use without the permission of the Lecturers and the
Center.

Dr. Yuval Karniel

The Disciplinary Officer
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