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The Interdisciplinary Center

Disciplinary File 33/2008
In the Matter of the Accused Student (Hereinafter: The Respondent)

halll-=

September 18, 2008
18" of Elul 5768
Decision

Introduction

. The Respondent is a Law and Business Administration student at the Radzyner School of Law of

the Interdisciplinary Center. The Respondent has been accused of offenses according to clauses
2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(f), 2(k) and 2(q) of the Disciplinary Code of the Interdisciplinary Center
(hereinafter: '""The Disciplinary Code"). After checking the seminar paper including 31 pages
submitted by the Respondent in the course/seminar "Supervision of Business Activity", grave
suspicion was raised by the lecturer, Dr. Guy Ziedman (hereinafter: ''the Lecturer''), that the
Respondent copied done from an Internet Source — a paper entitled "The Value of Leasing Rights
of Israel Land Administration Land designated for Agriculture", which was publicized by Mr. Adi
Zvikal, an economist and land appraiser, in the 5" volume (January — February 2000) of
ARNONA - Real Estate and Land Taxes Internet Journal (hereinafter: "the Internet source"),
appearing on the following Internet site: http://arnona.co.il/ magazine/vol-05/zvikal1.html.

The Complainant, Honorable Ms. Orly Shaked and the Respondent were heard during the hearing
held before me on Tuesday the 2M of September, 2008, the 2" of Elul 5768, in the presence of
Ms. Shir Peer, Coordinator of the Disciplinary Committees.

On September 14, 2008, the 14" of Elul, I notified the Respondent in accordance with her request,
through Ms. Peer, about her conviction (which I had already informed her at the end of the hearing
before me) and about the punishment she shall bear, in order to avoid the delay of judgment. My
rationale is presented below.

Hearing

At first, during the hearing held before me, the Respondent denied the accusations against her
and noted that she accidently omitted the Internet source from which she quoted only several
sentences. She claimed that it was a technical mistake without any intention of copying. However,
from a review of her seminar paper in comparison to the Internet source I learned, as argued
by the Lecturer and the learned Complainant, that there is no doubt that this is a case of
substantial copying and not a technical matter, since the Respondent copied pages 13-26
word for word from the same Internet source without including a citation in the footnote or
adding the source to the reference list at the end of the paper (ibid, 31). Consequently more than
a third of the paper was copied, which contradicts the Respondent's claims that she only copied
several sentences.

2'7%70 MmInnfan ™INN
info@idc.ac.il | 09 9568605 :ojro | 09 9527272 70 | www.idc.ac.il | 46150 ,n'7xan 167 .T.n



* 7

x

= TMINNIMAN
nIyIn

*

10.

11.

n

" ..

Ultimately, the Respondent even admitted and agreed that she copied pages 13-26 from the
same Internet source, but asked to emphasize that she did so without any intention of
deceiving but rather through an honest mistake and as a result of hastiness and rashness.
She claims that this is a case of a breach of instructions and a low level of academic performance.

In this context I will note that I believe that the Respondent did not copy with malicious intent.
Nonetheless, the result of her actions are severe and indisputably constitute, copying even if it was
done due to mental fatigue, carelessness or any other reason which caused her to befuddle
illegitimate boundaries.

Consequently based on her admission to the facts the Respondent is convicted of offenses
according to clauses 2(a), 2(b), 2(d), 2(f), and 2(k) of the Disciplinary Code. She committed
these offenses at the end of her studies, in the framework of the last seminar towards her
bachelor's degree.

Punishment

As for the punishment, the learned Complainant asked to read clause 3b(b) of the Disciplinary
code (page 59\2) which deals with minimum punishment and obligates her to request suspension
from studies for a period of two years. Therefore she believes that the suspension should be for
two years, obviously in addition to disqualification of the seminar.

The Respondent, on her part, noted that suspension for two years seems to her draconian since
she completed her apprenticeship, registered for a preparatory course for the Bar exam (for which
she has already paid). Nevertheless she understands that she made a mistake and she respectfully
and understandingly accepts any punishment that shall be imposed upon her. She also noted that
she recently married a medical student and they are expecting a newborn.

Furthermore the Respondent sent, through Ms. Peer, letters of esteem and certificates of her
service in IDF for my review which all praise her. In addition, the Deputy Head of the Law
Students Administration, Ms. Mirit Alon, sent her reference to the Respondent emphasizing that
the Respondent is a 7" year student at the Interdisciplinary Center and a prolonged period of
suspension may have very difficult implications in reference to her probability of receiving an
additional extension to complete her studies from the Committee on Student Affairs.

As for the severity I would like to emphasize that there is no doubt, that copying in the
framework of homework in general and in the framework of a seminar paper in particular is one of
the most serious offenses by nature since it harms the moral criterion required of each and every
student at the Interdisciplinary Center. The seminar paper is one of the summits of university
studies and the student's final grade in the course is usually based on the paper that was checked.
In this context the statements of the Interdisciplinary Center's Appeal Committee headed by Dr.
Sharon Rabin-Margaliot and the honorable members, Professor Amnon Sella and Prof.
Yacov Hel-Or, in the matter of Student A — an appeal of the disciplinary case 9/2006, on
November 30, 2006, the 10" of Kislev 5767, are appropriate, whereby:

2'7%70 MmInnfan ™INN
info@idc.ac.il | 09 9568605 :ojro | 09 9527272 70 | www.idc.ac.il | 46150 ,n'7xan 167 .T.n



* 8

x

= TMINNIMAN
nIyIn

12.

n

" ..

"... When a student writes a seminar paper, the Interdisciplinary Center bestows him
the utmost trust. Today there is no limit to the possibilities of copying seminar papers
and in order for this institute to continue to exist — which constitutes an important part
in the academic education of each student, a foundation of trust must be established. We
must ensure that the papers submitted by the student are the fruit of his won work and
independent thinking, and any idea, opinion or data which is not the result of the
Student's own personal thought must be supported by citation of the source. It is
inconceivable that a student will associate opinions and attitudes with himself when he
actually derived them from other sources, without referring the attention of the reader to
the source.

The assumption that there are many students that do not follow the rules of appropriate
academic citation only intensifies the need to impose deterring punishment on students
who have been convicted of deceiving in relation to seminar papers they have submitted"
(ibid, p. 4).

The result is that copying on a seminar paper requires the most severe punishment. Therefore, the
rule in clause 3(b) of the Disciplinary Code (that deals with minimum punishment) is that anyone
brought before a disciplinary hearing for copying on a seminar paper who is found guilty, must be
actually suspended from studies for a period of at least two years. This is the rule and thus
suspending a student for a period of less than two years and/or imposing conditional suspension
(as permitted according to clause 3(d) of the Disciplinary Code), should only apply to exceptions
and must be used exclusively in exceptional cases.

For leniency I would like to emphasize that in this case we are dealing with a student who has
completed her studies at the Interdisciplinary Center, except for the seminar which is the subject of
the case; Furthermore, she completed her apprenticeship and began her studies towards the bar
exam in the framework of a preparatory course for which she has already paid; we would like to
clarify to everyone that now she will have to cease her studies towards her bar exam, return to
study at the Interdisciplinary Center for an additional semester and wait for a later date to take her
bar exam. All of these are considerations which must be taken into account when considering
leniency in the punishment which she deserves. To these considerations we should add that this is
the first offense she has committed, which as stated, she committed at the end of her studies
towards her bachelor's degree after untainted years of study at the Center, the fact that she has
contributed to the country and to the community, as indicated in the various documents she
presented to me for my review, her recognition of her mistake and the fact that she recently
married and is expecting a newborn.

I would also like to emphasize that the update presented to me from the Head of the Law
Students Administration, Ms. Miri Alon, in reference to the implications of prolonged
suspension from studies on the prospect of the Respondent completing her bachelor's degree
at the Interdisciplinary Center caused me to be lenient with her with respect to the duration
of suspension, to avoid imposing punishment which is appropriate but unproportional under
the exceptional circumstances of this case.
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In reference to the principal of proportionality see Judge Prokachya's decision in the local
authority appeal 8372/05 Gabrielov v. The City of Tel Aviv Jaffa, the Legal Department,
(unpublished, given on March 14, 2006), whereby —

"Proportionality of the disciplinary means taken is derived from the special
circumstances of the case, the severity of the offense, and the weight of the personal
circumstances of the Accused. In weighing the relevant values a balance must be
reached for the appropriate punishment which will combine the public interest in
proper implementation of disciplinary norms in public service, and at the same time the
concern for the fate of the individual in such a manner that the punishment will be
proportional and will suit the array of interests which should be balanced (Civil Service
Appeal 5771/01 Pudlovsky v. Civil Service Commissioner, 10250/01, Psakdin 56(1), 480-
1; Civil Service Appeal 5282/98 The Stat of Israel v. Tuvia Greenbaum, Tak-Al 2003 (1)
632). Thus we must aspire towards proportional disciplinary punishment which will be
shaped according to the degree of the offense, the substantial characteristics of the case,
and the personal circumstances of the accused (Civil Appeal 10250/01 Muchtar v. Civil
Service Commissioner, Tak-Al 2002 (1) 19; Civil Appeal 1804/01 The State of Israel v.
Esther Elkritz, Tak-Al 2001 (3) 1266; Civil Appeal 8160/04 The State of Israel v. Haim
Ben-Simon, Tak-Al 2005 (1) 3504)" (ibid, paragraph 6) (the bold print does not appear in the
original document — A.P.)

In principal, in this difficult task of sentencing, several considerations, both general and
individual, need to be taken into account and a balance between them must be achieved. These
considerations include among others, the severity and essence of the offense, deterrence,
motive, retribution and rehabilitation when possible. The relevant weights of these
considerations are not equal and they vary from case to case, according to the Respondent
and his/her specific circumstances (see and compare Criminal Appeal 8163/02 John Doe v. the
State of Israel, Psakdin 58 (3), 577, 583).

In the framework of the case before me, in light of the far-reaching implications of extended
suspension on the probability of the Respondent to complete her studies, and in light of the
circumstances of the offense, the secondary results of disqualification of the seminar and the mere
conviction of a severe offense and the considerations I reviewed in my decision, I have decided to
be somewhat lenient with the Respondent and to impose a minimal period of suspension. I must
clarify that without the severe implications in this special case of extended suspension, I would
have imposed a punishment of at least one year. This is due to the severity of the offense and the
considerations of retribution and deterrence. Nonetheless, in this specific case the principal of
proportionality warranted that I give priority to considerations of rehabilitation and the personal
circumstances of the Respondent.

Therefore I hereby impose the following punishment on the Respondent:

1. Suspension for One Semester — Suspension will be imposed in accordance with paragraph 16
of this decision.

2. Disqualification of the seminar.
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The Respondent will be suspended from studies for a period of one semester. Under the
circumstances of this case, suspension will take effect immediately at the end of the first
semester of the 2008/9 academic year. During the first semester of 2008/9 the Respondent
shall be entitled to register for a seminar, whereby she will be required to submit her
seminar paper before the 1% day of the second semester of the 2008/9 academic year. The
grade of the seminar shall not be given to the Respondent until the last day of the 2"
semester of the 2008/0 academic year. From that date the Respondent shall be entitled to
receive her grade in the seminar and any other certificate to which she shall be entitled.

The above sequence of events is to enable the Respondent to complete the serving of her sentence,
to complete her seminar within one year and to take the Bar exams in October 2009.

D. A Marginal Note in Reference to this Decision

18.

19.

I regretfully note that this is the third case I have come across whereby Students, who have
completed almost all of the requirements towards their bachelor's degree and all that is left
for them to complete is to write their seminar paper, decide to take various shortcuts which
in essence constitute copying from a source without citing it. This may be the result of mental
fatigue and disinterest in the subject matter or disregard for their last assignment. In any case, with
one second of idiocy, these students stain their untainted years of activities at the Center.

My appeal is to the entire student body in their 3™ and 4™ years of study in order to avoid these
regretful mistakes. Moreover, I recommend that the authorized persons at the Interdisciplinary
Center and from the Student Union remind the students by means of a page addressed to the
students with instructions on writing seminar papers, with special emphasis on the
obligation of citations, the requirement of citing references by means of footnotes or by other
means and the requirement of preparing a complete reference list.

E. Conclusion
The Respondent is hereby convicted — as detailed in paragraph 7 of my decision and her punishment is
as detailed in paragraphs 15 and 16 of my decision.

I request that a copy of this decision be sent to the Vice President of Student Affairs and to the
Chairman of the Student Union concerning my remarks in paragraphs 18-19. Furthermore,
attention of the Student Administration should be called to paragraph 16 of my decision.

Adyv. Assaf Porat
In Charge of Discipline
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